Homophobia  continues 
after  shooting  of  two 
Ithaca  lesbians 

Woman  who  survived  attack  encounters  victim- 
blaming  defense  attorney  and  sensationalistic 
news  coverage 


By  Chris  Bull 

NEW  YORK  —  The  murder  of  a  lesbian 
and  serious  injury  of  her  lover  in  a  shooting 
attack  on  the  Appalachian  Trail  in  May  has 
sparked  outrage  in  the  Ithaca  lesbian  and 
gay  community.  On  June  27,  the  communi¬ 
ty  responded  to  the  homophobic  violence, 
legal  tactics  of  the  defense  attorney  and 
local  press  coverage  of  the  issue  with  one  of 
the  largest  lesbian  and  gay  demonstrations 
in  the  city’s  history. 

Claudia  Brenner  was  seriously  wounded 
and  her  lover  of  three  years,  Rebecca  Wight, 
killed  on  May  13  when  they  were  were  shot 
while  camping  in  northeastern  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  Activists  in  Ithaca  charge  that  not 
only  was  the  attack  motivated  by 
homophobia,  but  that  the  suspect  in  the  case 
is  using  what  has  become  known  as  the 
“homosexual  panic  defense.” 

At  a  June  23  preliminary  hearing  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  Brenner  testified  that  Stephen  Roy 
Carr,  the  defendant,  shot  the  couple  shortly 
after  they  had  set  up  camp  off  the  Trail  on 
the  evening  of  May  13.  At  the  hearing, 
Michael  George,  Carr’s  court-appointed 
defense  council,  asked  questions  of  Brenner 
that  implied  the  couple  had  “provoked”  the 
attack.  Responding  to  questions  by  George, 
Brenner  said  neither  she  nor  Wight  “put  on 
a  show”  for  Carr  or  “teased”  him. 

Kevin  Berrill,  director  of  the  National 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force’s  anti-violence 
project,  told  GCN  that  the  defense 
attorney’s  line  of  questioning  is  not  uncom¬ 
mon.  “The  basic  message  behind  the 


defense  tactic  is  to  blame  the  victim.  This  is 
why  it  is  important  to  stand  up  to  the  tactic. 
In  a  way  the  women  involved  are  taking  it  on 
the  chin  for  all  of  this.  She  [Wight]  was  kill¬ 
ed  for  what  she  represents.  The  outpouring 
of  support  for  the  survivor  is  very  impor¬ 
tant,”  said  Berrill. 

Andrea  Clardy,  spokesperson  for  Bren¬ 
ner,  said  the  demonstration  was  called  in 
part  to  “show  the  world  neither  violence 
based  on  homophobia  nor  a  homophobic 
defense”  will  be  tolerated. 

Calling  for  responsible  journalism 

The  day  after  the  preliminary  hearing,  the 
Ithaca  Journal  printed  an  article  by 
Associated  Press  reporter  David  Morris 
under  the  headline  “Women  Teased  Me, 
Mountain  Man  Testifies.”  Ithaca  activists 
objected  to  the  way  in  which  the  sensa¬ 
tionalistic  headline  and  article  directly  link¬ 
ed  the  women’s  relationship  with  the  attack 
without  putting  them  in  the  context  of  hate- 
inspired  violence.  Morris  reported  that  the 
couple  “performed  sexual  acts  with  each 
other  along  the  Appalachian  Trail  the  day  of 
the  shooting.” 

In  addition,  Morris  reported  of  Brenner’s 
testimony:  “Brenner  said  she  and  Wight 
saw  Carr  several  times  along  the  trail  on 
May  13.  But  she  said  she  did  not  see  Carr  or 
anyone  else  when  she  and  Wight  were  shot 
without  warning  shortly  after  they  engaged 
in  sex  at  the  campsite.”  In  response  to 
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'Missing:  200,000  New 
Yorkers' 


NYC  cuts  by  half  the  estimate  of  HIV  prevalence, 
drawing  the  anger  of  AIDS  activists 


By  Chris  Bull 

NEW  YORK  —  The  City  Department  of 
Health  on  July  21  halved  its  estimate  of  how 
many  New  Yorkers  are  currently  HIV 
positive.  The  revision  was  due  to  a  new 
estimate  that  only  100,000  gay  men  live  in 
the  city,  despite  previous  official  estimates 
of  up  to  500,000. 

New  York  AIDS  activists  reacted  with 
anger  to  the  new  estimates,  accusing  the 
Health  Department  of  fashioning  statistics 
to  match  its  budget  for  AIDS.  “The  Health 
Department  has  shown  an  incredible  lack  of 
political  foresight  in  releasing  the  new 
estimates.  It  gives  the  signal  that  the  AIDS 
crisis  is  not  so  big  and  that  we  no  longer  need 
to  worry  about  it  so  much.  When  in  reality 
we  have  only  begun  dealing  with  AIDS,” 
said  Carisa  Cunningham,  a  spokesperson 
for  Gay  Men’s  Health  Crisis  (GMHC)  in 
New  York.  Cunningham  also  voiced  con¬ 
cern  that  the  lesbian  and  gay  community 


was  left  out  of  the  decision-making  process. 

Two  hundred  thousand  New  Yorkers  are 
now  estimated  to  be  HIV  antibody-positive, 
down  from  the  previous  estimate  of 
400,000.  The  Health  Department  claims  the 
new  figure  is  extrapolated  from 
epidemiological  studies  of  gay  men  in  San 
Francisco,  where  an  estimated  60,000  gay 
men  reside.  The  New  York  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  claims  that  New  York  has  almost  twice 
the  number  of  gay  men  as  San  Francisco. 

Cunningham  warned  against  basing  New 
York  statistics  on  a  San  Francisco  model, 
saying,  “The  two  cities  are  very  different.” 
Cunningham  added  that  GMHC  is  soliciting 
“independent”  studies  of  HIV  prevalence 
in  New  York  City. 

Craig  Harris,  executive  director  of  the 
New  York  Minority  Task  Force  on  AIDS, 
told  GCN  the  new  estimates  once  again 

Continued  on  page  7 


A  PWA  MOVEMENT 
OF  GUERRILLA  CLINICS 


1  UK 

jh  || 

Hi*  rfjj 

[fi  til  m 

’Ja*4 .  a 

Oregon  lesbians  and  gay 
men  rally  to  preserve 
rights 

Two  new  groups  combine  strategies  to  defeat  right-wing 
ballot  measure 


By  Betsy  Brown 

PORTLAND,  Ore.  —  About  250  people 
rallied  on  July  8  at  Terry  Schrunk  Park  to 
kick  off  the  campaign  against  an  anti-gay 
ballot  measure  that  will  face  Oregon  voters 
in  November. 

Earlier  in  the  day,  the  right-wing  Oregon 
Citizens  Alliance  and  the  “No  Special 
Rights”  Committee  had  delivered  118,000 
petition  signatures  to  the  state  capitol  in 
Salem.  This  number  was  nearly  twice  as 
many  as  were  needed  to  put  the  anti-gay 
measure  before  the  voters. 

Right-wing  forces  seek  to  nullify  an  ex¬ 
ecutive  order  issued  by  Gov.  Neil  Gold¬ 
schmidt  last  October.  This  order  covers 
agencies  under  the  governor’s  control,  and 
forbids  discrimination  on  the  basis  of  sexual 
orientation  in  the  provision  of  state  services 
and  in  the  hiring  and  treatment  of  state 
employees.  The  executive  order  defines  sex¬ 
ual  orientation  as  including  homosexuality, 
bisexuality,  and  heterosexuality,  and  it  ex¬ 
plicitly  rules  out  affirmative  action  based  on 
sexual  orientation. 

These  facts  haven’t  been  sufficient  to 
quiet  claims  by  fundamentalist  Christian 
leaders  that  the  executive  order  grants 
“special  privileges”  to  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians.  Sponsors  of  the  ballot  measure 
gathered  signatures  under  banners  pro¬ 
claiming  “No  Special  Rights  For  Homosex¬ 
uals.”  Mike  Wiley,  a  chief  sponsor  of  the 
ballot  measure,  insisted  that  Goldschmidt’s 
order  “has  the  effect  of  giving  the  homosex¬ 
ual  state  employee  an  advantage  over  his  or 
her  heterosexual  counterpart.” 

At  the  evening  rally  in  Portland,  Cathy 
Siemens  of  Oregonians  for  Fairness  (OFF) 
described  watching  the  ballot  measure’s 
sponsors  deliver  “boxes  and  boxes”  of  anti¬ 
gay  petitions  to  the  statehouse.  “They  were 
waving  flags  and  thumping  Bibles,”  she 


said.  “It  was  really  scary.”  Then,  Siemens 
told  rallygoers,  the  sky  opened,  “and  I 
heard  the  voice  of  God.  And  she  said,  ‘I 
want  you  to  stop  those  guys.’  ”  The  crowd 
roared  its  approval  foi  this  Word  from  on 
High. 

Other  speakers  and  peformers  at  the  rally 
included:  Multnomah  County  Commis¬ 
sioner  Mike  Lindberg;  folksinger  Kate 
Sullivan;  members  of  the  gay  activist  group 
Queers  United  Against  Closets  (QUAC); 
and  Jimmy  Brian,  field  services  secretary  of 
the  Oregon  Public  Employees  Union  and  a 
founder  of  Lesbian/Gay  Unionists. 

Oregonians  for  Fairness,  which  spon¬ 
sored  the  rally,  and  Queers  United  Against 
Closets,  which  performed  a  skit  there,  both 
grew  out  of  a  community  meeting  held  in 
Portland  in  May.  But  OFF  and  QUAC  seem 
to  take  widely  differing  approaches  to  battle 
to  save  the  pro-gay  executive  order. 

OFF  was  formed  by  people  associated 
with  the  Right  to  Privacy  Political  Action 
Committee,  Portland’s  Lesbian  Communi¬ 
ty  Project,  and  the  Oregon  ACLU’s  Com¬ 
mission  on  Gay  and  Lesbian  Rights.  OFF  is 
still  pursuing  legal  challenges  to  keep  the 
anti-gay  measure  off  the  November  ballot 
—  hence  the  name  “OFF.”  Failing  that, 
OFF’s  strategy  seems  to  be  to  use  main¬ 
stream  political  connections  and  expertise  to 
defeat  the  ballot  measure.  OFF  hopes  to 
raise  $400,000  and  recruit  hundreds  of 
volunteers  to  counter  the  $600,000  anti-gay 
forces  say  they  will  raise  and  spend. 

QUAC’s  focus  seems  to  be  guerilla 
theater  and  public  education.  About  100 
QUAC  supporters  staged  a  Father’s  Day 
protest  at  Hinson  Baptist  Church  in 
Portland,  a  focal  point  for  anti-gay 
political  organizing.  More  than  120 
Continued  on  page  10 
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Quote  of  the  week 

“At  this  point,  after  the  candidates  have 
been  selected,  think  of  the  November  elec¬ 
tion  as  a  one-night  stand.  It’s  about  ten 
minutes  to  two,  and  the  bar  is  about  to 
close.  The  choice  is  narrow.” 

—  Rep.  Barney  Frank  (D-Mass.), 
urging  lesbian  and  gay  attorneys  at  the 
Democratic  National  Convention  in  A  llanta 
to  overlook  Dukakis’  anti-lesbian  and  gay 
polices  and  vote  Dukakis  for  president.  He 
added  that  like  a  one-night  stand,  “ voting 
for  someone  doesn  ’t  mean  you  are  pledged 
to  him  or  her  for  eternal  fealty.  ” 

Austria  cracks  down 
on  lesbian/gay 
youths 

VIENNA  —  Austrian  education  officials 
have  filed  formal  charges  against  the 
gay/lesbian  youth  group  Homosexuelle 
Initiative,  Vienna,  [HOSI]  under 
Paragraph  220  of  the  criminal  code.  Ac- 


)ean-Claude  Letist 


cording  to  Jean-Claude  Letist,  Co- 
General  Secretary  of  the  International 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Association,  the  action  was 
precipitated  by  a  letter  sent  by  HOSI  to 
school  officials  encouraging  them  to  in¬ 
form  lesbian  and  gay  students  about  the 
group. 

Paragraph  220  forbids  promoting  homo¬ 
sexuality,  and  has  not  been  invoked  in  40 
years. 

HOSI  and  education  officials  are  now 
preparing  for  the  third  hearing  in  the 
trial.  □  Richard  Steinman 

Boston  Black 
lesbians  and  gays  to 
meet 

BOSTON  —  The  National  Coalition  for 
Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  [NCBLG]  has 
called  an  open  meeting  for  August  10, 
7:30  p.m.,  at  the  Office  of  Youth  In¬ 
itiative,  312  Stuart  St.,  Boston,  to  form 
an  official  NCBLG  chapter  in  Boston. 

Founded  in  1978,  NCBLG  serves  as  a 
network  for  Black  lesbians  and  gay  men 
and  works  in  the  Black,  gay,  and  lesbian 
communities  to  combat  racism,  sexism, 
and  homophobia.  NCBLG  has  18  chapters 
and  organizing  efforts  around  the  coun¬ 
try. 

NCBLG  National  Co-Chair  Angela 
Bowen  and  David  Johnson,  a  Greater 
Boston  Lesbian/Gay  Political  Alliance 
steering  committee  member,  will  chair 
the  August  19  meeting,  and  hope  to  have 
a  Boston  chapter  organized  by  the  time 
of  the  10th  Annual  NCBLG  Conference, 
to  be  held  in  Washington  Sept.  30  —  Oct. 
2. 

For  more  information  about  the 
Boston  meeting  or  the  national  con¬ 
ference,  call  (617)  491-6851. 

□  Dan  Page 

Wisconsin  lesbian 
couple  fights  for 
insurance 

MADISON,  Wise.  —  National  Gay  Rights  Ad¬ 


vocates  (NGRA)  has  filed  a  new  action 
with  the  state  of  Wisconsin  to  uphold  the 
right  of  Jerri  Lynn  Phillips,  a  state 
employee,  to  add  her  lover  Lorri  Tom- 
merup  to  her  group  health  insurance 
plan.  The  state  has  denied  Phillips’  re¬ 
quest  since  she  and  Tommerup  are  not 
legally  married. 

Commenting  on  the  case,  now  pending 
in  the  state’s  personnel  commission, 
NGRA  Legal  Director  Leonard  Graff  said 
that  the  challenge  is  based  on  Wisconsin’s 
statute  barring  discrimination  based  on 
marital  status  or  sexual  orientation. 
NGRA  Executive  Director  Jean  O’Leary 
noted  that  Phillips  and  Tommerup  have 
been  family  partners  for  five  years  and  that 
“their  relationship  is  in  every  way 
as... valid  as  that  of  a  married  couple. 
NGRA  is  committed  to  ensuring  that  [gay 
and  lesbian]  couples  receive  equal  treat¬ 
ment.” 

A  ruling  on  the  case  is  not  expected  un¬ 
til  late  this  year. 

□  Dan  Page 

Women  in  the  civil 
rights  movement  — 
1941-1965 

ATLANTA  —  The  first  national  con¬ 
ference  on  women  and  the  civil  rights 
movement,  “Trailblazers  and  Torch- 
bearers:  Women  in  the  Civil  Rights 
Movement,  1941-1965,”  is  scheduled  for 
Oct.  12-15  in  Atlanta.  Sponsored  by  the 
Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  Center  for  Non¬ 
violent  Social  Change  and  Georgia  State 
University,  the  conference  will  focus  both 
on  the  often-ignored  participation  of 
women  in  the  Black  civil  rights  struggle 
and  on  the  importance  of  this  history  in 
other  contemporary  U.S.  social  change 
movements. 

Conference  topics  will  include  oral 
histories  of  women  activists  in  this 
period,  the  role  of  women  in  the  Black 
church,  and  the  interaction  of  race,  class, 
and  gender  in  civil  rights  work.  The  activi¬ 
ty  of  women  in  the  Student  Nonviolent 
Coordinating  Committee  and  the 
Highlander  Folk  School  will  also  be  ex¬ 
amined. 

The  conference  will  conclude  with 
discussions  about  women’s  political  em¬ 
powerment  in  the  context  of  the  ac¬ 
complishments  and  failures  of  the  civil 
rights  movement,  and  the  emergence  of 
feminist.  Native  American,  Latino,  and 
gay/lesbian  political  movements. 

For  more  information  contact, 
Marymal  Dryden,  Conference  Director, 
Division  of  Continuing  Education, 
Georgia  State  University,  Atlanta,  GA 
30303-3096,  (404)  651-3476. 

□  Dan  Page 

Union  contract 
protects  les/gay 
federal  employees 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  —  Workers  at  the 
federal  Department  of  Health  and 
Human  Services  (HHS)  are  now  pro¬ 
tected  under  a  contract  between  HHS  and 
the  National  Treasury  Employees  Union 
which  forbids  the  government  agency 
from  discriminating  against  lesbian  and 
gay  employees,  according  to  Weekly 
Federal  Employees’  News  Digest. 

□  Dan  Page 

TV  divorce  court 
tells  dyke  to  get 
“treatment” 

LOS  ANGELES  —  A  June  episode  of  the 
television  program  Divorce  Court 
suggested  that  lesbians  are  mentally  ill 
and  in  need  of  psychiatric  treatment. 

While  deciding  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff 
(the  woman)  and  rejecting  her  ex- 
husband’s  charges  of  lesbianism  as  a  basis 
for  his  ruling,  presiding  Judge  Keane  sug¬ 
gested  that  she  use  some  of  her  spouse 
support  payments  to  “seek  whatever 
treatment  you  think  is  needed,”  accor¬ 
ding  to  Network  News  of  Savannah, 
Ga. 


New  Jersey  AIDS 
research  group 
underway 

SOUTH  HACKENSACK,  N.J.  —  The 
newly-formed  North  Jersey  Community 
Research  Initiative  [NJCRI],  a  part  of  the 
North  Jersey  AIDS  Alliance  [NJAA],  is 
seeking  physicians  and  scientists  to  design 
and  execute  community-based  clinical 
trials  of  HIV/AIDS  treatments. 

Modelled  on  the  original  Community 
Research  Initiative  of  New  York,  founded 
in  1986,  NJCRI  will  address  the  urgent 
need  for  experimental  treatments  to  pre¬ 
vent  HIV-infected  persons  from  develop¬ 
ing  AIDS  and  to  treat  people  already 
diagnosed  with  AIDS.  Currently,  there 
are  no  adult  AIDS  Clinical  Testing  Units 
in  northern  New  Jersey,  despite  Health 
Department  estimates  of  at  least  50,000 
HIV-infected  individuals  in  the  seven- 
county  North  Jersey  area. 

Like  the  New  York  CRI,  NJCRI  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  significantly  expand  the  access 
of  PWAs,  PWARCs,  and  HIV-infected 
people,  especially  those  from  “disadvan¬ 
taged  groups,”  to  adequate  medical 
treatment  in  their  local  area. 

Contact  NJAA  at  P.O.  Box  1535,  South 
Hackensack,  NJ  07606. 

□  Dan  Page 

Upstate  New  York 
project  started 

BINGHAMTON,  NY  —  The  Lesbian 
Switchboard  of  the  Women’s  Center  of 
Binghamton  has  initiated  a  support  and 
education  project  for  lesbians  of  color, 
recovering  alcoholics,  old  lesbians,  and 
lesbian  youth. 

The  Project  aims  to  make  the  com¬ 
munity  “more  aware  of  the  needs  of  cer¬ 
tain  groups  [and]  foster  dialogue”  about 
the  resources  available  to  lesbians  in  the 
area.  In  addition  to  “brainstorming  ses¬ 
sions,”  support  groups,  and  special  pro¬ 
gramming  for  women  in  the  groups  serv¬ 
ed,  the  Project  will  educate  the  les¬ 
bian/gay  community  and  professional  ser¬ 
vice  providers  about  the  needs  of  lesbians 
of  color,  alcoholics,  and  old  and  young  les¬ 
bians. 

Anyone  interested  in  these  issues  in  the 
upstate  New  York/NE  Pennsylvania  area 
should  contact  the  Lesbian  Outreach  Pro¬ 
ject  at  the  Women’s  Center,  P.O.  Box 
354,  Binghamton,  NY  13902,  (607) 
724-3462. 

□  Dan  Page 

Rhode  Island  rights 
bill  killed 

PROVIDENCE,  R.I.  —  The  end  of  June 
marked  the  end  of  the  road  for  Rhode 
Island’s  1988  gay  and  lesbian  civil  rights  bill. 
The  bill,  which  would  have  banned  discrimi¬ 
nation  on  the  basis  of  sexual  orientation, 
pertained  only  to  accomodations  and  credit 
and  omitted  reference  to  employment  pro¬ 
tection.  It  passed  the  state  House  of 
Representatives  by  a  66-16  vote  earlier  this 
year,  but  was  recently  defeated  in  the 
Democratic-controlled  Senate  by  a  vote  of 
17-19. 

A  surprise  “no”  vote  by  the  Senate 
minority  leader  who  had  previously  sup¬ 
ported  the  bill  in  committee  was  key  to  the 
bill’s  defeat,  according  to  The  Weekly 
News.  Proponents  of  the  bill  have  suggested 
that  legislative  corruption  affected  the 
Senate  action. 

Rep.  Linda  Kushner  is  expected  to  re¬ 
introduce  the  bill  next  year.  Meanwhile,  gay 
and  lesbian  state  employees  are  protected  by 
the  anti-discrimination  executive  order 
issued  by  Governor  Edward  DiPrete. 

□  Alicia  Cobb 

Educators  issue  pro¬ 
gay  resolution 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  The  National  Edu¬ 
cational  Association  (NEA)  passed  a  resolu¬ 
tion  in  support  of  lesbian  and  gay  students 
at  its  recent  meeting  in  New  Orleans.  The 
resolution  states:  “The  (NEA)  believes  that 
all  persons,  regardless  of  sexual  orientation, 


should  be  afforded  equal  opportunity  with¬ 
in  the  public  education  system.  The  Associa¬ 
tion  further  believes  that  every  school 
district  should  provide  counseling  for 
students  who  are  struggling  with  their  sex¬ 
ual/gender  orientation.”  In  addition,  NEA 
approved  a  plan  mandating  a  country-wide 
analysis  of  programs  for  lesbian  and  gay 
youth.  Further  findings  and  recommenda¬ 
tions  will  be  presented  at  the  next  NEA 
meeting,  according  to  the  Bay  Area 
Reporter. 

The  two-year-old  NEA  lesbian/gay 
caucus  was  primarily  responsible  for 
passage  of  these  measures  and  is  optimistic 
about  implementing  further  proposals  next 
year,  including  an  amendment  to  the  family 
life  education  resolution  which  would  call 
for  information  regarding  sexual  orienta¬ 
tion  for  classroom  use. 

□  Alicia  Cobb 

Soldier  acquitted  in 
AIDS  endangerment 
case;  military  makes 
safer  sex 
compulsory 

SIERRA  VISTA,  Ariz.  —  Private 
Adrian  G.  Morris,  Jr.,  a  soldier  who  tested 
positive  for  HIV  antibodies,  has  been  ac¬ 
quitted  of  aggravated  assault  charges  for 
having  unprotected  sex  with  three  other 
soldiers  but  was  found  guilty  of  two  lesser 
charges,  including  sodomy.  Morris,  28,  was 
the  first  member  of  the  U.S.  armed  forces  to 
be  tried  on  an  AIDS-related  charge.  After 
testing  HIV-antibody  positive,  he  had  un¬ 
protected  sex  with  at  least  two  women  and 
one  man.  He  was  accused  of  recklessly  en¬ 
dangering  their  lives,  even  though  all  three 
continue  to  test  negative  for  HIV  an¬ 
tibodies.  The  military  judge  found  that 
when  Morris  had  sex  with  the  man  and  one 
of  the  women  he  was  not  aware  that  HIV 
could  be  spread  through  semen.  However, 
before  Morris  had  sex  with  the  second 
woman,  he  had  received  extensive  counsel¬ 
ing  on  HIV  transmission. 

In  a  related  development,  the  U.S.  Army 
and  Air  Force  have  adopted  a  policy  requir¬ 
ing  all  HIV-antibody  positive  personnel  to 
tell  potential  sex  partners  that  they  are  in¬ 
fected  and  to  use  a  condom  for  all  sexual  in¬ 
tercourse  or  face  court  martial  and  potential 
discharge. 

Commanding  officers  are  required  to 
discuss  a  written  statement  with  each  in¬ 
dividual  who  tests  positive,  according  to  the 
New  York  Times.  Says  Col.  Harry  Beans, 
“We  don’t  order  them  to  refrain  from  sex.  I 
don’t  think  we  could  do  that.”  But  he 
believes  a  partner  must  be  told  “so  that  he 
or  she  can  make  an  informed  decision.” 

□  Paul-David  Walder, 

Lori  Kenschaft 

Lesbian  attorney 
resigns  from  ACLU 

LOS  ANGELES  —  Susan  McGreivy, 
who  has  argued  many  ground-breaking 
lesbian  and  gay  rights  cases,  resigned  as 
staff  attorney  of  the  Los  Angeles  branch 
of  the  American  Civil  Liberties  Union 
(ACLU)  on  June  30. 

During  her  eight  years  at  the  ACLU, 
McGreivy  defended  the  Gay  Olympics;  a 
gay  Eagle  Scout  denied  a  position  as  a 
Scout  leader;  and  a  woman  dismissed  by 
the  U.S.  Army  after  revealing  that  she 
was  a  lesbian.  She  also  argued  in  favor  of 
keeping  Los  Angeles  bathhouses  open 
and  co-authored  the  legal  brief  in  the 
“Arline”  case,  which  resulted  in  a 
Supreme  Court  decision  banning 
discrimination  against  a  person  with 
tuberculosis.  The  Los  Angeles  ACLU  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  rights  chapter  estimates 
that  the  Arline  case  has  been  cited  in 
300-400  AIDS  discrimination  cases, 

An  organizer  of  the  October  13  Civil 
Disobedience  at  the  Supreme  Court, 
McGreivy  is  planning  to  write  a  book  on 
feminist  analysis  of  the  law  and  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  work  with  the  ACLU  on  a  free¬ 
lance  basis. 

□  Chris  Bull 
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The  report 


By  Mark  O’Malley 

The  June  24  report  of  the  “Presidential 
Commission  on  the  Human  Immunodefi¬ 
ciency  Virus  (HIV)”  the  official  title  of 
Reagan’s  commission  on  AIDS,  has  pro¬ 
voked  mixed  reactions  from  lesbian  and  gay 
activists.  While  the  report  recommends  con¬ 
fidentiality  and  anti-discrimination  protec¬ 
tions  for  those  who  test  positive  for  HIV  (a 
virus  believed  by  many  to  be  a  cause  of 
AIDS),  it  also  calls  for  such  measures  as 
partner  notification  (of  possible  exposure  to 
HIV)  and  the  criminalization  of  “knowing” 
HIV  transmission. 

“I  feel  very  good  about  the  report,”  said 
Stephen  Beck,  executive  director  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Association  of  People  With  AIDS 
(NAPWA).  Beck  added,  “It  is  critical  that 
the  gay  community  not  stand  back  and  give 
unqualified  support  to  this  report,  but  it  is 
also  critical  that  the  gay  and  AIDS  com¬ 
munity  give  mild  applause  and  support  the 
progress  it  demonstrates.”  Stephen  Busby, 
an  AIDS  activist  with  the  Boston  AIDS  ac¬ 
tivist  group  ACT  UP,  was  less  enthusiastic: 
“I  think  the  report’s  whole  analysis  is 
homophobic  and  judgmental,  even  where 
it’s  compassionate.  With  the  [gay]  com¬ 
munity  leaders  supporting  these  recommen¬ 
dations,  I’m  afraid  we’ll  never  see  anything 
better  from  the  government.” 

The  report  strongly  recommends  the 
prevention  of  discrimination  based  on  HIV 
antibody  status  in  both  the  public  and 
private  sectors,  stating  that  the  President 
should  “issue  an  executive  order  banning 
discrimination  on  the  basis  of  handicap, 
with  HIV  infection  included  as  a  handicapp¬ 
ing  condition.”  It  also  recommends  that  all 
national  educational  materials  relating  to 
HIV  and  AIDS  include  a  clear  message  that 
HIV  infection  cannot  be  a  basis  for 
discrimination.  These  recommendations  fly 
in  the  face  of  stated  Reagan  administration 
policy.  In  1986,  the  Department  of  Justice, 
under  Edwin  Meese,  issued  a  memorandum 
which  supported  AIDS-related  discrimina¬ 
tion  based  even  on  unfounded  fears  of  con¬ 
tagion.  The  Commission  calls  on  the 
Department  of  Justice  to  issue  “a  follow-up 
memorandum  expressing  support  for  [dis¬ 
crimination  protections]  and  withdrawing 
its  earlier  opinion.” 

Ben  Schatz,  of  National  Gay  Rights  Ad¬ 
vocates  (NGRA)  in  San  Francisco,  said, 
“The  report’s  focus  on  discrimination  is  in¬ 
valuable  for  us.  It  will  make  it  more  difficult 
for  politicians  to  ignore  the  discrimination 


issue.”  Craig  Harris,  of  the  New  York 
Minority  AIDS  Task  Force,  reacted  more 
cautiously.  “You  can  legislate  anti- 
discrimination,  but  that  doesn’t  mean  it  will 
happen,”  he  said.  He  also  noted  that  civil 
rights  suits  require  time  and  resources,  and 
that  “people  with  AIDS  are  concerned 
about  the  time  they  have  left,  and  may  just 
not  have  time  to  pursue  that  option.” 

The  Commission  also  calls  for  “rigorous 
maintenance  of  confidentiality”  of  in¬ 
dividuals’  HIV  status.  It  cites  the  necessity 
of  confidentiality  “to  encourage  individuals 
to  come  forward  voluntarily  for  necessary 
testing,  counseling,  and  treatment.”  The 
report  goes  on,  however,  to  list  numerous 
exceptions  to  this  recommendation,  saying 
disclosure  of  HIV  status  without  the  in¬ 
dividual’s  consent  should  be  permitted  in 
the  following  cases:  to  an  individual’s 
“direct  care  giving  team,”  including  doc¬ 
tors,  nurses,  and  case  managers;  to  health 
care  workers  accidentally  exposed  to  the  in¬ 
dividual’s  body  fluids;  for  statistical  reports 
(so  long  as  the  reports  themselves  maintain 
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confidentiality);  to  the  state  health  agency; 
to  blood,  organ,  semen,  or  milk  banks;  to 
spouses  and  sexual  partners;  on  the  basis  of 
court  orders  sought  by  public  health  of¬ 
ficials;  and  to  “the  victim  of  a  sexual 
assault.” 

The  report  also  recommends  contact  trac¬ 
ing  and  partner  notification  for  those  who 
test  positive  for  HIV  antibodies.  It  recom¬ 
mends  limited  quarantine  as  a  “last  resort” 
for  “recalcitrant  individuals.”  The  Com¬ 
mission  also  recommends  mandatory  testing 
of  “sexual  offenders.”  Even  if  the  person 
convicted  initially  tests  negative,  the  report 
recommends  repeated  testing,  and  the 
notification  to  the  person  assaulted  of  any 
positive  result. 

Stephen  Busby,  of  Boston  ACT  UP,  com¬ 
mented  that  these  recommendations  “bring 
to  mind  images  of  1984.”  Busby  said  that 
partner  notification  of  HIV  infection  dif¬ 
fered  from  partner-notification  of  other  sex¬ 
ually  transmitted  diseases  because  currently 
there  is  no  cure  for  AIDS,  and  therefore 
knowledge  of  possible  infection  “doesn’t  do 
anyone  any  good,  and  may  actually  do  them 
harm  by  unnecessarily  creating  anxiety.” 
Busby  added  “If  [people]  are  concerned 
about  their  own  exposure,  they  always  have 
the  option  of  seeking  testing  themselves. 
Breaching  the  infected  person’s  confiden¬ 
tiality  won’t  help  them.”  He  also  noted  that 
the  “sexual  offender”  category  could  in¬ 
clude  adults  who  have  consensual  sex  with 
adolescents. 

Tom  Brant,  a  spokesperson  for  the  Com¬ 
mission,  defended  the  recommendations. 
“Those  who  are  being  exposed  have  a  right 
to  know,”  he  said.  Asked  whether  this 
“right  to  know”  outweighed  the  right  of 
HIV-antibody-positive  people  to  confiden¬ 
tiality,  Brant  declinedYo  comment,  saying, 
“I  can’t  speak  for  the  Commission.” 
Schatz,  of  NGRA,  criticized  these  recom¬ 
mendations,  but  said,  “I  think  the  issue  of 
limited  contact  tracing  is  one  that  we’re  not 
going  to  be  able  to  fight.” 

The  Commission  calls  for  the  criminaliza¬ 
tion  of  “knowing”  HIV  transmission.  The 
report  states,  “HIV-infected  individuals 
who  knowingly  conduct  themselves  in  ways 


that  pose  a  significant  risk  of  transmission 
to  others  must  be  held  accountable  for  their 
actions.”  Lesbian/Gay  and  AIDS  activists 
uniformly  condemned  this  recommenda¬ 
tion.  Busby  said  that  this  recommendation 
continues  a  pattern  of  “assigning  guilt”  for 
HIV  infection,  and  obscures  the  need  “for 
everyone  to  take  responsibility  for  preven¬ 
ting  the  spread  of  the  virus,  whether  they  are 
currently  exposed  or  not.”  He  called  it  “an 
ideological  response  to  a  medical  problem,” 
and  predicted  that  criminalization  would 
lead  to  the  “persecution  and  stigmatization 
of  those  who  already  face  a  devastating  ill¬ 
ness.” 

Defending  the  recommendation,  Com¬ 
mission  spokesperson  Brant  said,  “Society 
has  a  responsibility  to  treat  those  with  HIV. 
There’s  also  a  responsibility  on  the  part  of 
HIV-infected  individuals  not  to  spread  the 
virus.”  Kristine  Gebbie,  a  Commission 
member  and  a  nursing  professor  at  Oregon 
Health  Science  University,  expressed  reser¬ 
vations  about  this  recommendation.  She 
said,  “I  have  a  lot  of  problems  with 
criminalization.  It’s  not  really  relevant  to 
stopping  the  epidemic.”  Stephen  Beck  (of 
NAPWA)  suggested  that  this  recommenda¬ 
tion  was  “a  bone  thrown  to  the  Commis¬ 
sion’s  more  conservative  members  to  win 
their  support  for  the  report  as  a  whole.” 

The  report  addresses  the  issue  of  AIDS 
and  intravenous  (IV)  drug  use.  It  calls  for 
“treatment  on  demand”  for  IV  drug 
“abusers”  and  enforcement  of  drug  laws, 
but  fails  to  mention  alternatives  such  as  en¬ 
couraging  the  use  of  bleach  to  clean  needles, 
and  distribution  of  free  needles. 

Beny  Primm,  the  Commission’s  only 
Black  member  and  the  executive  director  of 
The  Addiction  Research  and  Treatment 
Corporation  in  Brooklyn,  denied  that  free 
needles  and  bleach  campaigns  would  stop 
the  spread  of  infection.  He  said  that 
distributing  clean  needles  would  lead  to  “an 
upsurge  in  drug  use.  We’re  talking  about  en¬ 
dorsing  a  genocidal  program.”  He  stated 
that  treatment  and  education  were  the  best 
means  of  controlling  the  epidemic  among  IV 
drug  users.  He  said,  “In  some  cases,  we 
need  to  be  coercive  about  getting  people  into 


treatment.  Send  them  to  prison  if  they  are 
not  willing  to  enroll  in  treatment.”  Harris 
criticized  the  report’s  emphasis  on  enforce¬ 
ment,  noting  that,  “Putting  people  in  jail 
won’t  stop  the  virus  from  spreading.”  In 
fact,  prisons  are  virtual  breeding  grounds 
for  AIDS,  due  to  lack  of  safer  sex  and  safer 
drug  use  education,  condoms  and  uncon¬ 
taminated  needles. 


The  report  strongly  criticizes  the  Reagan 
administration  and  its  agencies  for  their 


Commission  member  Frank  Lilly,  the  only  gay 
member 

handling  of  the  crisis,  expressing  particular¬ 
ly  sharp  criticisms  of  the  Food  and  Drug  Ad¬ 
ministration  (FDA),  where  it  found 
management  and  funding  problems  which 
“impact  negatively  on  FDA’s  ability  to  res¬ 
pond  to  the  epidemic.”  The  report  con¬ 
tinues,  “[These  problems]  also  present  a 
recruiting  problem  for  FDA,  as  qualified  in¬ 
dividuals  could  work  elsewhere  under  much 
better  conditions.  This  has  had  a  negative 
effect  [on]  both  morale  and  working  rela¬ 
tions  with  the  private  sector.”  The  report 
calls  the  FDA’s  investigational  new  drug 
[IND]  program  to  expand  availability  of 
new  drugs  “a  failure”  and  pinpoints  the 
President’s  Office  of  Management  and 
Budget  (OMB),  as  the  primary  source  of 
financial  obstacles  to  effective  research  at 
federal  AIDS-related  agencies.  The  report 
notes,  for  example,  that  “OMB  has 
thwarted  recent  attempts  by  CDC  to  expand 
and  modernize  [its]  facility.  Being  housed  in 
an  antiquated  facility  has  severely  hampered 
CDC’s  ability  to  respond  effectively  to  the 
HIV  epidemic.  In  March,  1988  OMB  sent  a 
memorandum  to  the  President  describing 
CDC’s  request  for  the  construction  of  addi¬ 
tional  facilities  as  ‘wasteful’  ”  The  report 
calls  on  OMB  to  increase  the  resources 
available  to  these  agencies,  and  concludes, 
“OMB  should  not  undermine  congressional 
intent.” 

In  the  areas  of  basic  research,  drug 
development,  and  treatment,  the  Commis¬ 
sion  calls  for  “increased  access  by  a  broader 
spectrum  of  infected  population  to  a  greater 
variety  of  experimental  treatments.”  The 
report  calls  for  increased  access  for  women 
and  IV  drug  users  in  particular,  who  have 
frequently  been  excluded  in  the  past.  It  cites 
“the  need  to  eliminate  wherever  possible  the 
use  of  placebo-controlled  trials. ..the  need 
for  direct  federal  support  of  quality-assured 
community-based  drug  trials... [and]  the 
need  for  FDA  resources  to  process  more 
rapidly  all  HIV-related  applications.”  Bill 
Travis,  a  PWA  active  in  NAPWA,  said, 
“I’m  glad  they  took  a  critical  look  at  the  ad¬ 
ministration  on  issues  of  treatment  and  drug 
approval.”  Travis  criticized  the  report’s 
failure  to  mention  any  treatment  other  than 
AZT.  He  said,  “AZT  is  not  the  answer  for 
all  of  us.  There  needs  to  be  some  other 
choice.  No  one  [on  the  Commission]  has 
taken  a  stand  on  this.” 

The  report  devotes  only  two  (of  almost 
200)  pages  to  issues  of  prisoners  and  HIV.  It 
calls  for  education  of  prisoners,  but  fails  to 
mention  the  distribution  of  condoms 
and/or  clean  needles.  It  calls  for  prisons  to 
“strongly  urge  voluntary  testing”  without 
addressing  the  coercive  nature  of  prisons.  It 
recommends  “limited”  disclosure  of 
prisoners’  test  results,  without  specifying 
how  to  limit  disclosure.  Finally,  the  report 
condones  the  segregation  of  prisoners  in¬ 
fected  with  HIV,  while  admitting  that  such 
segregation  is  unlikely  to  stop  the  spread  of 
infection. 

The  report  acknowledges  some  of  the  par- 
Continued  on  page  10 


Reagan  sidesteps  HIV 
Commission  report 

The  President  accepts  a  limited  ban  on  AIDS-related 
discrimination  but  ignores  most  of  his  Commission's 

other  proposals 


By  Chris  Bull  and  Mark  O’Malley 

WASHINGTON  —  To  the  dismay  of 
AIDS  activists  and  some  members  of  his 
own  Presidential  Commission  on  HIV, 
President  Reagan  decided  July  24  to  reject 
key  recommendations  presented  in  the 
Commission’s  month-old  report.  (See  story, 
this  page).  Although  he  recommended  barr¬ 
ing  AIDS-related  discrimation  for  all 
federal  employees,  Reagan  refused  to  call 
for  federal  legislation  to  ban  discrimation 
for  employees  of  private  businesses.  He  also 
delayed  acting  on  most  of  the  other 
legislative  proposals  until  the  U.S.  Attorney 
General  has  had  time  to  review  the  report. 
Reagan  has  also  thus  far  ignored  the  Com¬ 
mission’s  call  for  vastly  increased  AIDS  fun¬ 
ding,  restructuring  of  the  Federal  Drug  Ad¬ 
ministration  (FDA)  and  stepped-up  federal 
AIDS  research.  Reagan’s  decision  followed 
a  meeting  last  week  with  his  special  assistant 
on  drug  policy,  Donald  Macdonald,  who 
reviewed  the  report  at  the  President’s  re¬ 
quest. 

Bill  Bahlman,  who  attended  every  Com¬ 
mission  hearing  as  a  representative  of  ACT 
UP/New  York,  termed  the  President’s  ac¬ 
tion  “outrageous.  It  is  clearer  than  ever  that 
the  administration  wants  to  do  as  little  as 
possible  to  stop  AIDS.  Even  his  own  com¬ 
mission  is  shocked  at  his  inaction.  He 
sidestepped  every  positive  recommendation 
and  acted  only  on  the  least  controversial 
part  of  the  report.” 

James  Watkins,  chair  of  the  Commission, 
said  anti-discrimination  legislation  is  the 
“cornerstone”  of  the  report  at  a  press  con¬ 
ference  following  its  June  24  release.  He  ex¬ 
plained  that  antidiscrimantion  laws  and 
confidentiality  are  essential  to  “stopping  the 
spread  of  the  disease.”  The  Boston  Globe 


reported  that  Watkins  is  “extremely  upset” 
at  the  President’s  response  to  the  report  and 
will  issue  a  statement  within  the  next  month. 

Macdonald  advised  Reagan  that  federal 
anti-discrimination  laws  for  the  private  sec¬ 
tor  were  unnecessary  because  many  states 
had  already  enacted  anti-discrimination 
legislation.  Macdonald  recommended  the 
FDA  begin  contacting  people  who  had 
blood  transfusions  between  1977  and  1985 
to  request  that  they  seek  HIV  antibody 
testing.  He  also  advocated  complying  with 
the  Commission’s  recommendation  that  the 
Department  of  Health  and  Human  Services 
increase  community-based  educational  pro¬ 
grams. 

Despite  the  Reagan  administration’s  at¬ 
tempt  to  undermine  the  report,  activists  told 
GCN it  has  already  had  a  positive  impact  for 
some  PWAs.  HIV  Commission  spokesper¬ 
son  Tom  Brant  noted  that  on  June  29,  the 
House  of  Representatives  passed  an  amend¬ 
ment  to  the  Fair  Housing  Act  of  1968  exten¬ 
ding  its  protections  to  specifically  cover  peo¬ 
ple  who  test  HIV  antibody-positive.  Brant 
suggested  that  the  report  helped  clear  the 
way  for  passage  of  this  amendment. 

Stephen  Beck,  executive  director  of  the 
National  Association  of  People  With  AIDS, 
concurred.  “Right  now,  the  Commission 
report  is  very  helpful  as  a  lobbying  tool.” 
Beck  noted  that  both  Michael  Dukakis  and 
George  Bush  have  accepted  the  recommen¬ 
dations,  including  those  on  discrimination. 
He  also  suggested  the  report  would  in¬ 
fluence  AIDS  policy  for  the  next  ad¬ 
ministration.  He  concluded,  “this  report  is 
going  to  affect  more  and  more  people.  [The 
candidates]  see  this  as  an  issue  for  the 
future.  They  want  to  be  prepared  for  ten 
years  from  now.”  □ 
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GCN  Job  Openings 


Staff  Writer/Circulation  Co- 
Coordinator 

Available  in  October:  Research,  investigate  and 
write  news  stories  primarily  about  Boston/New 
England,  and  as  necessary,  stories  with  a  national 
scope.  May  include  some  analytical/feature  writing 
as  well.  Share  responsibilities  with  other  staff  writer 
for  coordinating  weekly  mailing  of  paper  and  pro¬ 
cessing  subscriptions.  Qualifications:  Strong  writing 
skills  and  ability  to  write  several  stories  under 
weekly  deadline  pressure.  Knowledge  of  local/na¬ 
tional  lesbian  and  gay  community  and  issues  helpful. 
Strong  organizational  and  record-keeping  skills  and 
knowledge  of  data  entry  and/or  computers  also 
helpful.  Deadline  for  application  is  September  2. 

All  GCN  positions  require  a  commitment  to  les- 
bian/gay  liberation,  feminism,  anti-racism,  an 
awareness  of  class  issues  and  a  commitment  to  the 
collective  decison-making  process. 

Salary/Benefits:  All  positions  pay  $200/wk  and 
include  eligibility  for  ADW  Workers  Trust 
health/life  insurance,  routine  health  care  through 
Fenway  Community  Health  Center,  paid  sick  leave 
and  four  weeks  annual  paid  vacation.  GCN  offers 
staff  members  responsibility  for  their  own  jobs  with 
flexibility  and  ample  room  for  innovation. 

To  apply  for  this  position,  please  send  resume  and 
cover  letter  ASAP  to  GCN  Job  Search  Committee, 
62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA  02116. 

Lesbians  and  gay  men  of  color  are  particularly  en¬ 
couraged  to  apply. 


Typesetting  Business  Coordinator 

Part-time  position  available  end  of  August:  Typeset 
monthly  newsletters  and  journals  on  deadline,  han¬ 
dle  business  accounts,  promote  business  and  attract 
new  clients  and  coordinate  volunteer  typesetters  as 
needed.  Qualifications:  experience  typesetting 
(knowledge  of  Compugraphic  Editwriter  helpful), 
familiarity  with  or  ability  to  learn  light  book¬ 
keeping,  organizational  skills  and  commitment  to 
lesbian  and  gay  liberation.  Hours  vary  according  to 
clients’  schedules  and  range  from  2-12  hours/week 
during  weekday  evenings  and  weekends.  Hours  may 
increase  as  business  expands.  Deadline  for  applica¬ 
tion  is  August  17. 

Salary/Benefits:  $8/hour  plus  some  benefits  or 
$  1 0/hour  without  benefits. 

To  apply  for  this  position,  please  send  resume  and 
cover  letter  ASAP  to  GCN  Job  Search  Committee, 
62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA  02116. 

Lesbians  and  gay  men  of  color  are  particularly  en¬ 
couraged  to  apply. 


GCN  welcomes  all  letters  to  the  editor  ex¬ 
cept  personal  attacks.  Carbon  copies  of  let¬ 
ters  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a  space- 
available  basis.  The  opinions  expressed  here 
are  those  of  the  author  and  are  not  intended 
to  represent  the  views  of  the  GCN  member¬ 
ship.  Letters  must  be  TYPED,  DOUBLE¬ 
SPACED  AND  NO  LONGER  THAN  THREE 
PAGES.  Send  to:  Community  Voices,  GCN, 
62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA  02116. 

join  GCN  at  ‘The  Newlybed 
Game” 

Dear  GCN: 

Moonshine,  the  video  bar  at  Club 
Cabaret,  is  proud  to  announce  the  first  of 
what  we  hope  will  become  an  annual  event 
—  The  Summer  Games:  A  Month  of 
Benefits. 

Each  evening,  Thursday  through  Sunday 
through  Labor  Day  weekend,  a  different 
fund-raising  event  will  be  held  at  Moon¬ 
shine.  These  evenings  will  include  talent 
contests,  bingo,  a  dance  party,  and  various 
game  shows,  including  “The  Dating 
Game,”  “Follywood  Squares,”  with  local 
celebrities,  and  our  version  of  “Family 
Feud,”  involving  “families”  from  different 
gay  businesses  and  organizations. 

Proceeds  raised  will  benefit  organizations 
involved  with  the  issues  and  concerns  of  the 
gay  community:  among  other  things,  AIDS 
care  and  research,  gay  dignity,  and  gay 
rights. 

Beyond  the  support  offered  to  these 
organizations,  these  evenings  will  give  peo¬ 


ple  a  chance  to  get  better  acquainted  with 
the  work  being  done  for  the  gay  communi¬ 
ty,  and  to  learn  how  these  organizations 
might  be  of  service  to  us. 

We  hope  to  be  able  to  bring  our  very 
diverse  community  together  to  share  in  the 
work  which  is  common  to  all  of  us:  seeing  an 
end  to  the  crisis  which  we  face,  and 
establishing  a  solid  and  lasting  sense  of  pride 
and  dignity  which  each  of  us  deserves. 

We  hope  you  can  join  us  at  Moonshine 
for  these  events.  They  are  sure  to  be  great 
entertainment  —  and  of  great  value  to  the 
community. 

Sincerely, 
John  Harvey 
General  Manager,  Club  Cafe 
Boston,  Mass. 

P.S.  If  you’d  like  to  be  a  contestant,  or 
donate  one  of  the  many  prizes  we’ll  need, 
please  contact  me  or  Toni  Nuzzo,  at 
536-0972. 

[On  Friday,  August  19,  Club 
Cabaret  will  sponsor  “The  Newlybed  Game 
for  Men,  ”  a  benefit  for  GCN./ 


It  goes  both  ways 

Dear  GCN: 

For  several  months  your  letters  page  has 
featured  dissenting  opinions  with  regard  to 
the  GCN  Prisoner  Project.  Regrettably,  I 
must  admit,  as  a  prisoner,  that  some  in¬ 
mates  do  ‘use’  their  friends  outside. 
However,  such  abuses  are  not  that  common 
as  far  as  I  can  see,  and  in  fact  such  abuses 
are  not  unilateral.  I  am  writing  you  because 
I  need  your  help  to  salvage  a  bad  situation 
which  I  find  myself  in  as  a  direct  result  of 
trusting  the  wrong  penpal.  Please  unders¬ 
tand  that  I  do  not  blame  GCN,  nor  do  I 
blame  my  correspondent,  but  I  do  need  the 
help  of  the  readers. 

Acting  upon  the  word  of  my  penpal,  I  put 
together  a  complex  web  of  commitments  in 
support  of  a  commutation  application.  I’ve 
been  assured  by  those  in  a  position  to  offer 
such  guarantees  that  my  application  will 
result  in  my  release  later  this  year,  but  only  if 
I  can  find  a  job  and,  by  implication,  a  place 
to  live.  It  seems  that  the  promises  of  my  cor¬ 
respondent  in  this  regard  were  but  bait  to 
entice  me  to  send  photos  and  j/o  letters: 
When  I  finally  gave  in  to  his  demands,  he 
stopped  writing  and  left  me  in  a  very  dif¬ 
ficult  position. 

I  don’t  believe  that  my  ‘friend’  realized 
that,  if  I  cannot  find  another  job  guarantee, 
it  may  cost  me  several  more  years  in  prison. 
That  is  because  my  defaulting  on  my  com¬ 
mitments  will  preclude  similar  arrangements 
in  the  future  and  it  is  these  contracts  which 
would  allow  my  release  in  ’88  rather  than 
’98. 

I  desperately  need  a  job.  I  don’t  care  what 
it  is,  where  it  is,  or  how  much  it  pays.  To  be 
honest,  at  this  point,  I’d  pay  for  a  job  if  I 
could.  My  profession  is  funeral  service,  but 
I’m  trained  for,  and  experienced  in, 
marketing,  social  work  and  clerical.  (I’m 
very  good  with  microcomputers.)  I  can  even 
do  construction  work  (electrical,  plumbing, 
etc.)!  I’m  not  looking  for  loans,  sex,  or 
anything  other  than  a  promise  of  a  job. 
Please  help  me.  I  swear  that  you  won’t  be 
sorry.  Please  drop  me  a  line  if  you  will  even 
consider  helping  me.  I’ll  really  appreciate  it. 

Respectfully, 

Mike  Parrott 
PO  Box  14  —  13941 
■  Boise,  ID  83707 

Decriminalize  and  deregulate 
needles  and  drugs 

Dear  GCN: 

Marea  Murray’s  article  on  IV  drug  use 
and  AIDS  in  the  July  17-23  GCN  (V ol.  16, 
No.  2)  raised  some  important  issues,  but  did 
not  go  far  enough.  Instead  of  more  govern¬ 
ment  intervention  in  the  lives  of  individuals 
through  “treatment”  programs  and  needle 
exchange  trials,  people  would  benefit  most 
from  less  regulation  and  interference  by  the 
government. 

Decriminalizing  and  deregulating  the  use 
of  needles  would  produce  more  beneficial 
results  than  needle  exchange.  People  share 
needles,  at  least  in  part,  because  of  a  short¬ 
age  of  needles  caused  by  laws  restricting 
their  use.  An  exchange  program  would  not 
remedy  this  problem;  it  would  simply  pro¬ 
vide  clean  needles  to  a  limited  number  of 
users,  not  increase  the  supply.  So  most  drug 
users  would  be  unaffected  by  the  program. 
Free  access  to  cheap,  sterile  needles  would 
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allow  drug  users  to  protect  themselves  from 
HIV  transmission,  while  remaining  free  of 
surveillance  and  intervention  by  public 
health  authorities. 

Getting  the  government  out  of  other 
aspects  of  the  drug  business  would  also  have 
a  number  of  other  benefits.  Decriminalizing 
and  deregulating  street  drugs  would  result  in 
cheaper  and  safer  drugs,  reduce  street 
crime,  and  reduce  health  risks  to  the  user. 
Deregulating  prescription  drugs  would 
allow  individuals,  including  people  who 
have  AIDS  and  AIDS-related  conditions  to 
choose  their  own  therapies,  independent  of 
the  health  care  establishment.  This  would 
also  free  manufacturers  and  distributors  of 
drugs  from  the  deadly  bureaucratic  red  tape 
of  the  FDA  [Food  and  Drug  Administra¬ 
tion]  and  DEA  [Drug  Enforcement 
Agency].  Deregulation  of  “therapeutic” 
drugs,  like  with  street  drugs,  would  vastly 
reduce  the  cost  to  the  consumer  as  well. 

People  should  be  free  to  ingest  or  inject 
whatever  drugs  they  like.  Getting  the 
government  and  other  busybodies  out  of 
this  and  all  other  aspects  of  our  lives  is  a 
truly  outrageous  idea  which  should  be  tried. 

Joe  Peacott 
Boston,  Mass. 


Michigan  sets  the  record 
straight 

Dear  GCN: 

In  your  June  19-25,  1988  paper  (Vol.  15 
No.  47),  a  letter  to  the  editor  appeared 
under  the  heading,  “Michigan  Queers  for 
the  Duke.”  The  letter  stated  that  certain  gay 
rights  activists  from  Michigan  did  indeed 
support  Michael  Dukakis  for  President  of 
the  United  States.  The  elected  Board  of 
SEMGLA  (South-Eastern  Michigan  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Association)  has  no  quarrel 
with  those  who  expressed  their  opinion  in 
this  letter,  but  SEMGLA  as  an  organization 
has  not  endorsed  any  candidate  for  elective 
office.  While  the  Board  of  SEMGLA  holds 
various  opinions  on  this  subject,  we  have 
never  voted  to  make  a  public  statement  sup¬ 
porting  any  candidate;  therefore  the  im¬ 
plication  that  SEMGLA  favors  Dukakis 
over  Jackson  is  incorrect. 

Thank  you  for  the  opportunity  for 
SEMGLA  to  set  the  record  straight. 

Sincerely, 
Judith  D.  Thompson 
Secretary,  The  Board  of  SEMGLA 
Detroit,  Mich. 


Boston  police  corruption  and 
gay  bars 

Dear  GCN: 

Have  I  missed  something?  I’ve  been  try¬ 
ing  to  follow  the  ongoing  Boston  police  cor¬ 
ruption  trial.  An  article  in  the  Boston  Globe 
on  July  19  describes  videotaped  evidence  ad¬ 
mitted  earlier  in  the  week  which  shows  the 
owner  of  a  local  gay  bar,  the  1270,  making 
payments  to  the  police  for  “protection.”  It 
has  also  been  alleged  that  payments  were 
made  to  police  to  “fix”  various  liquor  viola¬ 
tion  citations  and  to  cover  up  a  rape  which 
allegedly  occurred  at  the  club. 

I  find  these  allegations  rather  disturbing. 
Have  we  made  no  progress  since  Stonewall 
other  than  gaining  the  right  to  a  parade  once 
a  year?  Why  have  I  seen  nothing  in  the  local 
gay  press  about  these  events?  Is  there  no  one 
at  your  paper  who  feels  that  this  may  be  of 
interest  to  your  readers?  Am  I  the  only  per¬ 
son  wondering  why  gay  bars  are  paying  off 
the  cops  in  1988?  Please  tell  me  that  I  simply 
overlooked  your  coverage,  and  list  dates 
and  pages  where  I  may  follow  this  story  in 
your  paper. 

Sincerely, 
C.  Barnes 
Wolfeboro,  N.H. 


Lesbian  in  need  of  home 

Dear  GCN: 

Mary,  not  her  real  name,  is  a  14‘/2-year- 
old  woman  in  search  of  a  short-term  (one  to 
three  month)  home.  A  youth  advocacy  or¬ 
ganization  is  presently  working  to  find  her  a 
permanent  living  situation.  With  no 
parents,  and  too  young  to  work,  Mary  sur¬ 
vives  by  living  at  youth  shelters  or  stays  a 
night  at  a  time  with  concerned  individuals 
(or  people  who  take  advantage  of  her). 
When  there  is  no  place  to  go,  Mary  relies  on 
tricking  to  make  money,  something  she 
adamantly  does  not  want  to  do.  Mary  iden¬ 
tifies  herself  as  lesbian  and  would  love  to 
stay  with  lesbians.  She  is  easy  to  get  along 
with  and  willing  to  help  with  household 


chores  and  children  in  exchange  for  a  place 
to  stay.  She  does  not  wish  to  become  a  client 
of  the  Department  of  Social  Services  (DSS) 
for  two  reasons:  first,  she  feels  like  she 
would  have  more  control  over  her  life  if  she 
wasn’t  in  that  system;  and  second,  she  wants 
to  stay  with  lesbians,  which  is  against  DSS 
policy.  If  you  would  be  interested  in  pro¬ 
viding  safe  shelter  to  this  bright  young  sur¬ 
vivor,  or  would  like  more  information, 
please  call  Sharon  at  the  Women’s  Center 
(617)  354-8807,  or  leave  a  message  at  (617) 
738-9713. 

Judy  Norris 
Boston,  Mass. 


Free  Christian  Science  Montior 
subscriptions 

Dear  GCN: 

While  watching  the  Democratic  Conven¬ 
tion  coverage  in  Atlanta,  I  saw  an  offer 
from  Christian  Science  Monitor  that  I 
couldn’t  refuse.  The  newspaper  that  mis¬ 
treats  its  gay  and  lesbian  employees  and  says 
that  gay  news  is  no  news  is  offering  a  free 
month’s  subscription.  All  I  had  to  do  was 
call  an  800  number  and  give  my  mailing  ad¬ 
dress  and  phone  number.  What  a  deal! 

After  a  month,  Christian  Science  Monitor 
will  send  me  a  bill  for  the  next  two  months. 
If  I  find  the  lack  of  coverage  of  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  issues  is  unaceptable  I  can  let  them 
know  at  that  time  and  cancel  the  subscrip¬ 
tion  with  no  obligation. 

I  have  asked  all  my  friends  here  in 
Roseburg,  Ore.,  to  also  take  advantage  of 
their  free  offer.  We  are  going  to  meet 
regularly  while  enjoying  our  free  subscrip¬ 
tions  to  discuss  ways  that  we  can  educate  the 
management  about  gay  and  lesbian  issues. 

If  people  in  other  communities  wish  to 
follow  our  example,  just  call  1-800-257-1257 
and  ask  for  the  Christian  Science  Monitor. 

With  love, 
Billy  Riesso 
Winston,  Ore. 


Remember  Karl  Ulrichs 

Dear  GCN: 

Karl  Heinrich  Ulrich’s  163rd  birthday  will 
be  celebrated  on  August  28.  It  would  be  a 
shame  to  pass  up  the  birthday  of  someone 
who  championed  gay  rights  without  remem¬ 
bering  him.  Ulrichs  is  the  first  known  person 
to  advocate  the  idea  that  gay  people  are 
healthy  in  both  body  and  soul. 

It  would  be  nice  if  all  GCN  readers  took  a 
few  moments  on  August  28  to  say  thanks  to 
him  for  speaking  out  on  behalf  of  all  gay 
men  and  women. 

If  anyone  wants  information  about  the 
life  and  work  of  Ulrichs,  they  may  contact 
us  by  calling  or  writing  to  us:  6858  Arthur 
Court,  Jacksonville,  Fla.  32211;  (904) 
744-7879. 

Yours  sincerely, 
Michael  A.  Lombardi 
Paul  Nash 
Jacksonville,  Florida 


Don't  beware  of  Joint  Venture 

Dear  GCN: 

With  reference  to  the  “Beware  Joint  Ven¬ 
ture”  letter  to  the  editor,  appearing  in  the 
July  10-16  edition  of  GCN,  we  are  compell¬ 
ed  to  reply  with  a  statement  of  facts  which  is 
more  than  a  little  at  odds  with  the  attack 
made  upon  Joint  Venture  by  John  Norman. 

John  Norman,  (alias  Doug  White,  alias 
Steven  Spearman,  alias  J.  Castle,  etc.) 
claims  to  have  “founded”  Joint  Venture; 
yet  he  does  not  offer  even  so  much  as  a 
single  receipt  to  indicate  an  investment  of 
one  penny  on  his  part.  Certainly  he  is  not 
“responsible  for  the  fact”  the  Joint  Venture 
exists  today.  In  point  of  fact  our  member¬ 
ship  has  quadrupled  since  his  departure. 

Fact:  John  Norman  stole  the  Joint  Ven¬ 
ture  computer  system,  as  well  as  software, 
printers  and  office  equipment.  Fact:  at  the 
time  I  discovered  his  whereabouts  and 
reported  him  to  the  police,  he  had  assumed  a 
new  name  and  had  used  the  stolen  computer 
and  equipment  to  establish  a  business.  Fact: 
the  police  were  helpful  in  recovering  the 
stolen  equipment,  and  cooperative  in  restor¬ 
ing  it  to  us  at  the  earliest  date.  Fact:  the 
police  took  pains  to  preserve  the  privacy  of 
our  membership.  We  do,  indeed,  believe 
they  acted  in  a  compassionate  and  respon¬ 
sive  manner. 

Norman  claims  he  was  convicted  for 
possession  of  a  photograph  of  himself  and  a 
16-year-old.  Fact:  the  photograph  did  not 
include  Norman.  It  was  a  photograph  of  a 


15-year-old  boy,  nude  and  masturbating 
alone,  who  had  sent  the  photo  to  Norman 
after  answering  an  Advocate  ad  which  Nor¬ 
man  had  placed.  Fact:  Norman,  using  the 
name  J.  Castle,  deceived  the  boy  into  believ¬ 
ing  that  he  (Norman)  was  an  18-year-old 
Northwestern  University  student.  Fact: 
Norman  is  in  his  60s.  Not  until  Norman’s 
sentencing,  at  which  the  boy  offered  to 
testify,  did  the  two  ever  meet. 

Fact:  Norman  was  wanted,  and  arrested, 
on  an  outstanding  warrant  in  Pennsylvania 
from  which  state  he  was  a  fugitive  from 
justice.  The  charges  against  him  were  an 
assortment  including  deviate  sexual  assault, 
indecent  assault,  indecent  exposure,  corrup¬ 
tion  of  a  minor,  sexual  abuse  of  children  and 
interfering  with  the  custody  of  children. 

Norman  states  that  Joint  Venture  claims 
to  have  helped  the  police  gain  a  conviction 
against  him.  Fact:  he  pleaded  guilty  in  a 
bargaining  agreement  with  Illinois  and 
Pennsylvania,  thereby  convicting  himself 
with  no  assistance.  At  the  time  of  his  senten¬ 
cing  in  Illinois,  Norman  was  served  with  a 
warrant  from  Colorado,  where  he  was  also 
wanted  for  offenses  similar  to  those  in 
Pennsylvania.  His  30-year  career  at  such  ac¬ 
tivities  is  well  outlined  by  Clifford 
Linedecker  in  a  book  entitled  Children  in 
Chains,  a  chapter  of  which  graphically  ex¬ 
poses  Norman’s  superbly  developed  skills  in 
manipulating  both  adolescents  and  the 
truth.. 

It  is  no  secret  that  many  men  behind  bars 
endured  their  adolescent  years  of  life  in  wret¬ 
ched  physical  and  emotional  abuse.  It  would 
not  be  appropriate  for  Joint  Venture  to 
tolerate  or  support  a  staff  member  who  has 
a  history  of  manipulative  and  abusive 
behavior.  To  do  so  would  be  inconsistent 
with  our  purpose,  which  is  to  make  possible 
a  realistic  and  empathetic  contact  with  the 
outside  world. 

Evidently  irritated  over  his  expulsion 
from  our  staff,  Norman  has  undertaken  a 
direct-mail  campaign.  Fact:  he  has  stated  in 
writing  that  he  would  like  to  “...see  Joint 
Venture  dismantled.”  Fact:  he  has  sug¬ 
gested,  in  a  letter  to  a  member,  a  method  by 
which  he  imagines  the  database  could  be 
destroyed.  (The  unauthorized  invasion  of, 
and  tampering  with,  a  business  database  is  a 
felony.)  Now,  having  failed  to  excite  much 
sympathy  from  our  members,  he  has  turned 
to  writing  open  letters  in  publications. 

Fact:  attempting  a  hate-letter  attack  upon 
me,  Norman  has  written  to  a  friend  of  mine 
in  an  outrageous  effort  to  convince  my 
friend  that  I  am  HIV  positive.  Norman  then 
complains  in  a  later  letter  that  I  have 
“subsequently  submitted  to  HIV  testing 
deliberately  to  discredit”  him. 

Finally,  he  claims  that  Joint  Venture  col¬ 
lects  data  “far  beyond  matters  of  public 
record”  —  a  fantastic  and  frightening  in¬ 
nuendo  worthy  of  Joseph  Goebbels  —  while 
neglecting  to  specify  how  that  is  possible. 
Fact:  the  only  data  Joint  Venture  requires 
for  non-inmate  membership  is  a  preferred 
name  (“Boxholder”  is  sufficient)  and  mail¬ 
ing  address,  with  an  optional  private  phone 
number  —  exactly  the  same  “data”  re¬ 
quired  to  place  a  classified  ad  in  the  Chicago 
Tribunel  Inmate  members  are  required  to 
submit  additional  information  to  be  verified 
before  acceptance  as  members  —  a  cir¬ 
cumstance  which  we  consider  to  be  self- 
explanatory. 

We  invite  GCN  to  send  to  our  office,  at  its 
convenience,  a  reliable  representative  of  its 
choice.  He  or  she  may  investigate  the  in¬ 
tegrity  and  quality  of  our  data  and,  if  any 
discovery  is  made  which  could  be  regarded 
as  inappropriate  to  our  work,  or  as  a  threat 
to  the  safety,  security  or  privacy  of  the 
members  of  our  community,  GCN  is  free  to 
publish  the  findings  of  its  investigation. 

An  article  included  in  a  regular  mailing  to 
our  membership  some  time  ago  remarked 
that  John  Norman  was  attempting  “to  get 
money  from  you.”  Responding  to  this  state¬ 
ment  in  a  letter  recently  forwarded  to  us, 
Norman  writes:  “That’s  right  on  target!” 

Does  anything  more  need  to  be  said? 

Sincerely, 
David  J.  Dyer 
Vice  President 
Joint  Venture 
Chicago,  111. 

GCN’s  political  perversion 

Dear  GCN: 

Many  thanks  to  Tracy  Jackson  for  her  let¬ 
ter  (Vol.  16,  No.  2)  in  response  to  Liz  Galst’s 
angry  piece  on  the  NAMES  Project  Quilt. 

In  denouncing  Galst’s  insensitive  and 
thoughtless  criticism  of  the  NAMES  Pro¬ 
ject,  Jackson  also  accurately  exposes  a  bit  of 


political  perversion  that  encompasses  a 
signifcant  amount  of  GCN" s  content  these 
days. 

Frankly,  I’m  surprised  more  letters  of 
outrage  have  not  appeared,  but  I  fear  that 
many  who  would  Find  Galst’s  attack 
reprehensible  are  no  longer  reading  GCN.  I, 
too,  was  initially  reluctant  to  respond  in 
these  pages  for  fear  of  being  dismissed  as 
one  of  those  white  gay  men  with  only  one 
issue  in  my  life  who’s  managed  to  “domi¬ 
nate  the  agenda  of  the  gay  and  lesbian  move¬ 
ment.”  Since  I  don’t  rank  high  on  what 
Jackson  so  aptly  terms  GCbT s  “oppression 
meter,”  I  don’t  have  to  be  taken  seriously. 

By  publishing  “AIDS  was  Not  the  Only 
Issue  in  Cheryl’s  Life,”  GCN  has  further 
alienated  an  audience  it  should  be  embrac¬ 
ing.  GCN  must  come  to  terms  with  the  fact 
that  gay  men  are  living  and  dying  with 
AIDS.  What  clearly  is  a  newly  discovered 
politic  and  spirit  for  gay  men  must  be 
greeted,  nurtured  and  celebrated,  not  con¬ 
demned.  But  condemned  it  is,  since  GCN s 
journalistic  ethic  seems  to  be  grounded  in  a 
hollow,  rhetorical,  out-of-touch  politic  that 
peevishly  trashes  and  criticizes  what  does 
not  meet  the  paper’s  omnipotent  standard 
of  political  correctness.  In  it’s  quest  for  in- 
clusivity,  GCN  admirably  connects  all  op¬ 
pressions,  but  then  creates  a  divisive  hier¬ 
archy  which  gleefully  places  gay  men,  and 
more  specifically  white  gay  men,  at  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  list. 

I  hope  in  the  coming  years,  if  GCN  still 
has  a  readership  and  AIDS  continues  to  af¬ 
fect  all  of  us,  that  the  paper  will  help  us  all 
embrace  one  another  in  a  loving  manner 
rather  than  separate  us  within  its  pages. 
There  is  too  much  work  to  be  done,  and  no 
time  for  GCN  to  see  conflict  as  a  goal  in 
itself. 

Sincerely, 
Dan  Mishkind 
Boston,  Mass. 

“Nice  Jewish  Girls”  predates 
work  of  New  Jewish  Agenda 

Dear  GCN: 

I  was  pleased  to  see  GCN  cover  the  impor¬ 
tant  gay/lesbian  CR  work  that  Adrienne 
Rich  and  Elly  Bulkin  are  doing  in  the  con¬ 
text  of  New  Jewish  Agenda.  (See  Vol.  15, 
No.  48)  But  the  readers  of  GCN  may  also  be 
interested  in  knowing  some  additional 
Jewish  lesbian  history.  Nice  Jewish  Girls:  A 
Lesbian  Anthology  (1982),  predates  the 
work  of  Agenda  and  was  the  first  anthology 
to  break  the  silence  surrounding  Jewish  les¬ 
bian  lives.  Its  focus  on  homophobia  and 
anti-Semitism  gave  it  strong  resonance  in 
both  the  Jewish  and  the  lesbian  com¬ 
munities  and  prepared  the  ground  for  Agen¬ 
da’s  current  work  on  homophobia.  Among 
other  important  essays,  Nice  Jewish  Girls 
contains  “Split  at  the  Root,”  which 
represents  Adrienne’s  first  grappling  with 
the  meaning  of  her  Jewish  identity. 

I  would  also  like  to  inform  readers  of 
GCN  that  the  name  of  the  Jewish  lesbian 
group  to  which  Adrienne  refers  is  “Di  Vilde 
Chayes,”  a  group  which  grew  out  of  the 
same  ferment  that  produced  Nice  Jewish 
Girls.  The  members  of  that  group  were: 
Adrienne  Rich,  Melanie  Kaye/Kantrowitz, 
Irena  Klepfisz,  Bernice  Mennis,  Nancy 
Bereano,  Evelyn  Torton  Beck  and,  for  a 
short  time,  Gloria  Greenfield. 

Since  lesbian  history  is  itself  so  often 
misrepresented  and  obscured  in  the 
“straight”  press,  it  seems  especially  impor¬ 
tant  that  we  not  erase  any  part  of  our  own 
history  in  our  own  journals. 

Evelyn  Torton  Beck 
Editor,  Nice  Jewish  Girls: 

A  Lesbian  Anthology 
Washington,  D.C. 


MAIL  AND 
SUBSCRIPTION 
INFORMATION 

After  October  1988,  GCN  subscribers  will  occa¬ 
sionally  be  receiving  material  from  other  lesbian  and 
gay  organizations.  As  always,  our  mailing  list  will  re¬ 
main  strictly  confidential;  all  mailings  will  be  con¬ 
ducted  and  controlled  by  GCN.  If  you  do  not  want 
to  receive  information  from  these  non-profit  com¬ 
munity  groups,  please  write  to  GCN  Promo¬ 
tions,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  Mass.  02116. 
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Actor  Sandy  Campbell 
dies 


By  Michael  Bronski 

FIRE  ISLAND,  N.Y.  —  Sandy  Mont¬ 
gomery  Campbell,  actor,  writer  and 
publisher,  died  suddenly  at  his  home  here 
June  26.  Campbell  was  lovers  with  author 
Donald  Windham  since  1943,  when  Camp¬ 
bell  was  a  freshman  at  Princeton  University. 

As  a  young  man  Campbell  was  closely  in¬ 
volved  with  an  evolving  American  gay 
literary  scene  that  included  Windham, 
Truman  Capote,  Gore  Vidal  and  Tennessee 


Sandy  Campbell  (R)  and  Don  Windham,  1948 


Williams,  among  others.  In  the  1940s 
Campbell  appeared  on  Broadway  with 
Alfred  Lunt  and  Lynn  Fontanne  in  I  Know 
My  Love  and  as  the  young  collector  in  the 
original  production  of  Tennessee  Williams’ 
A  Street  Car  Named  Desire.  He  repeated 
that  role  in  the  1956  production  of  the  play 
which  starred  Tallulah  Bankhead.  He  also 
appeared  in  the  first  New  York  production 
of  Frank  Wedekind’s  Spring’s  Awakening, 
a  German  expressionist  drama  noted  for  its 
inclusion  and  favorable  portrayal  of  gay 
characters. 

In  addition  to  his  acting,  Campbell  was 
also  noted  for  his  writing.  In  1958  he 
published  B:29  Letters  from  Coconut  Grove 
based  on  his  experiences  with  the  Bankhead 
production  of  Streetcar.  He  also  published  a 
series  of  limited  editions,  mostly  of  letters  to 
and  from  Donald  Windham,  including 
E.M.  Forster’s  Letters  to  Donald  Win¬ 
dham,  Tennesse  Williams’  Letters  to 
Donald  Windham,  and  Windham’s  novel 
Stones  in  the  Hourglass.  In  1948  Campbell 
wrote  for  Harper’s  Bazaar  what  at  that 
point  was  the  most  insightful  profile  of 
Nora  Joyce,  wife  of  James  Joyce.  Camp¬ 
bell’s  profile  of  Joyce  is,  in  fact,  a  major 
source  for  the  recently  published  biography 
of  her. 

Although  he  never  published  his  own 
memoirs  or  journals,  Sandy  Campbell  ap¬ 
pears  constantly  in  the  personal  writings  of 
Donald  Windham,  Tennessee  Williams, 
Gore  Vidal,  Truman  Capote  and  others  of 
that  circle.  Campbell  is  survived  by  his  lover 
of  45  years,  Donald  Windham. 

□  filed  from  Boston 


Dykes  to  watch  out  for 


WHAT  ABOUT  H£R?  THI5  HA5  NOTMflG-  Tu 

DO  wrm  /Ay  Commitment  to  towi/  in 
FA  Cl.  I  THINK  it  Would  6E  UNHtAUHY 
FDR  OUR  RELATIONSHIP  IF  I  DIDN'T 
ACT  ON  THESE-  FEELINGS  FoR  GINGER./ 
BE5IPES,7t*\ll  5  STILL  IN  POBrro  RICO. 


WHOA, CLARICE ..  CLARICE? 

ARE  yod  IN  THERE,  OR 
HATE  you  B££*l  POSSE- 

&y  an  alien? 


'y£AH,  i  know  s m  wvovep 
with  toni.  but  i  PoN't  want 

to  MARK!  HER,  I  LUST  VJhXT 
i  TO  sleep  WITH  her'  I=- 1 


WELL,  I VE  NEVER 
SEEN  ONE  TO  DIS¬ 
COURAGE  FEoPbf 

FPOK  FOLLOWING 
THE/r  SEXUAL 


EXACTLY'  IT  WOULD  BL 
WRONG-  TD  REPRESS  THESE 
FE£liNGS  For  CLARICE/ 


LISTEN  TO  ME,  O/NGERt 

I  SPEAR  FROM 
EXPERIENCE  -  ITS  NOT 
A  GOOD  IDEA  Tt> 
GET  INVOLVED  WITT/ 

MARRIED  WOMEN/ 


Laurie  A.  Livingston, 
Ed.D. 
Licensed 
Psychologist 


Specializing  in: 
agoraphobia  •  panic 
disorder  •  simple 
fears  and  phobias  • 
depression  •  stress 
disorders  •  social 
anxiety  • 

Telephone: 

(617)  262-5223 

Agoraphobia  Treatment  and 
Research  Center  of  New  England 
264  Beacon  Street 
Boston,  MA  02116 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder 
pain,  Headaches,  Low  back  pain, 
Bursitis,  Acute  and  Chronic 
Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational 
stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts. 
Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


GRAPHIC  DESIGN 
TYPESETTING 
PRINTING 


10  Magazine  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 

(Magazine  and  Green  Streets,  Central  Square) 


"l/ 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS 

C.L.U. 

Insurance 
for  all  your  needs 


Congress  St. 

Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 

Orleans/Bewster 
Office  ParK 
E.  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 

Call  toll-free  1-800-352-3185 


"I've  only  been  a  lesbian  for  8 
years,  but  that's  at  least  7  years 
more  than  either  LoPresti  or 
Travaglini" 

GERSTELL  for  State 
_ Senate _ 

VOTE  THURSDAY  SEPTEMBER  15 

Committee  to  elect  Marguerite  Gerstell 
27  Surrey  Street,  Cambridge,  MA  02138 
51  Sunnyside  Ave.,  Winthrop,  MA  02152 


AUTOMOBILE 
INSURANCE 

★Rates  quoted  over  the  phone. 
★Flexible  payment  plans. 

★One  day  plate  service. 

★No  service  fees  —  ever! 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 

INSURANCE  AGENCY 

CALL  THE  AGENCY  YOU  KNOW  AND  TRUST 

offices  located  at 
168  Brighton  Avenue,  Allston  MA 

782-0400 

4521  Washington  St.,  Roslindale,  MA 

323-0800 

241  Washington  St.,  Brookline,  MA 

731-1015 
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Lady  Jane's 
Inn 


•  Large  lovely  rooms 

•  Private  full  baths 

•  Separate  outside  entrances 

•  Free  parking 

•  Common  room  with  color  TV/VCR 

•  Steps  from  bay  beach 

•  Open  year  round 

•  Woman  owned  and  operated^ 

& 

'Itf 


7  Central  Street 
Provincetown,  Ma.  02657 
617-487-3387 


VICTORIA  HOUSE 


THE  GUEST  HOUSE 

OPEN  YEAR  ROUND 
COMFORTABLE,  ATTRACTIVE  ROOMS 
WITH  PRIVATE  BATHS,  CABLE  COLOR 
TELEVISION  AND  REFRIGERATORS. 

X  i-t  X 

Your  Hosts 

Sue  Champeau  &  Bill  Wooley 


5  STANDISH  ST. 
PROVINCETOWN, 
MA  02657 
(617)  487-1319 


OREX- 


ceptional 

TRAVEL 

VALUES 


Hawaii . 784 

Puerto  La  Cruz . 499 

Bonaire  . 449 

Antigua . 549 

Puerto  Vallarta  . 539 

Puerto  Rico . 549 

Ixtapa . 499 

Rio  De  Janeiro . 499 

Margarita  Island . 529 

Puerto  Plata . 589 

Mazatlan . 499 


FOREX 

TRAVEL 


76  ARLINGTON  STREET 
BOSTON,  MA  02116 


482-2900 

Serving  the  Community 
Since  1975 


Don’t  miss  the  opening  week  of  The  Summer  Games.  A  month  of  Gay 
Game  Benefit  Shows,  with  all  proceeds  from  the  $4.00  admission  going  to 
local  gay  community  organizations,  like  Gay  Community  News. 

There  will  be  local  celebrities  like  Sonny  Jo  White,  David  Scondras,  Ellie 
Boswell,  Sumner  Nystadt  and  many,  many  more.  Come  watch  the  fun  or 
be  one  of  the  game  contestants. 

The  games  begin  August  4th  and  run  thru  September  3rd.  Thursday  thru 
Sunday.  From  8  p.m.  to  10  p.m.  For  information  on  being  a  contestant  or 
donating  game  prizes  call  John  or  Toni  at  536-0972. 


Thursday  Friday  Saturday  Sunday 


11 

12 

13 

COMMUNITY  FEUD 

Boston  NOW 


FOLLYWOOD 

SQUARES 


The  Bay  Stale 
Gay  and  Lestean 
Democratic  Club 


THE  DATING  GAME 
FOR  MEN 

To  baneW  The 
Massachusetts 
Gay  and  Lesbian 
Pokhcal  Caucus 


BINGO 

Bonelacto*  U> 
be  announced 


18 

19 

20 

A  SUMMER 
DANCE  PARTY 

Fo»  Women  and 
Thee  Friends 


Gay  and  Lesbian 


THE  NEWLYBED 
GAME  FOR  MEN 

Benefactor  to 


COMMUNITY  FEUD 

To  benetrt  The 
National  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Task 
Force 


BINGO 

To  huniHil  The 
Gay  Fathers  ol 
Greater  Boston 


*Vbter  Registration  August  11  thru  14,  Sponsored  by  GBLGPA 


209  Columbus  Avenue,  at 
Berkeley  Street,  Boston 


Ithaca 

Continued  from  page  I 

criticism  of  the  Journal's  coverage,  Jac¬ 
queline  Powers,  editor  of  the  Journal,  said 
the  paper  was  merely  reporting  the  “facts” 
of  the  the  case  in  an  “objective  manner.” 

Nancy  Bereano,  a  lesbian  activist  in 
Ithaca,  disagreed.  “It  was  a  total  violation 
of  Brenner’s  right  to  privacy.  The  reporter 
sensationalized  the  issue  by  making  the  sex 
central  and  failing  to  put  the  story  in  the 
context  of  homophobic  violence,”  she  said. 

At  the  June  27  rally,  more  than  200  people 
carrying  signs  that  read  “Homophobia 
Kills,”  and  “We  Want  Responisble  Jour¬ 
nalism  in  Our  Town”  demonstrated  in 
front  of  the  Journal,  expressing  support  for 
Brenner  and  demanding  an  apology  for  the 
story.  “What  Claudia  has  been  through  was 
horrible  enough.  Then  the  story  came  along 
clearly  blaming  the  victim,”  said  Clardy. 
“The  community  was  looking  for  a  rallying 
point  to  show  our  support  for  Claudia  and 
all  she  has  been  through  and  the  story  pro¬ 
vided  that  opportunity.” 

Clardy  added,  however,  that  before  the 
coverage  of  the  attack  the  Journal  had  been 
“very  supportive”  of  the  lesbian  and  gay 
community.  “Even  responsible  journalists 
fall  into  the  trap  of  cliched  and  dangerous 
thinking  and  must  be  held  accountable.  I 
think  the  community  has  made  them  be 
more  aware  of  lesbian  and  gay  issues,”  she 
said. 

Carr  will  be  tried  in  October  in  Adams 
County,  Pennsylvania,  on  charges  of  first- 
degree  murder,  third-degree  murder,  at¬ 
tempted  murder  and  aggravated  assault. 
District  Attorney  Roy  Keefer  told  GCN  he 
will  seek  the  death  penalty. 

Donations  to  the  Claudia  Brenner  Fund 
can  be  sent  care  of  Family  and  Children  Ser¬ 
vices  of  New  York,  204  North  Cayuga 
Street,  Ithaca,  New  York,  14850.  □ 

GLAD 

Continued  from  back  page 
s/m  or  pornography,  transvestites,  transsex¬ 
uals,  prostitutes,  man/boy  love  advocates. 
We  feared  the  fascist,  terrorist  attack  of  the 
new  right.  They  began  focusing  on  this  idea 
of ‘saving  children.’” 

Gyllensvard,  in  describing  the  success  of 
the  September  One  Coalition,  said,  “We 
flaunted  ourselves  and  our  diversity,  and 
our  resistance  movement.  We  showed  that 
radicals  could  win  some  points.”  But,  she 
added,  “What’s  happened  to  the  sexual 
fringe  now?  How  complicit  are  we?  We  have 
to  open  up  this  question....”  • 

Hougen  spoke  at  length  about  the  “anti¬ 
sex”  tenor  of  the  new  right  backlash,  both 
currently  and  in  1978.  He  said  the  issue  of 
inter-generational  sex  is  a  central,  not 
peripheral  concern  of  the  gay/lesbian  move¬ 
ment,  because  homophobia  is  based  on 
criticizing  any  sexual  expression  outside  of 
procreational  sex.  “We  do  ourselves  bad  to 
apologize  for  our  sexuality,  or  divide  our 
community  over  [these  issues],”  Hougen 
said.  “It  was  a  politically-inspired  battle  in 
1978,  and  it  still  is.  We  need  to  energize  a 
political  response  to  this  oppression.  The 
gay  community  must  be  united  in  opposi¬ 
tion  to  the  abuse  of  the  rights  of  our  com¬ 
munity.” 

Hougen  charged  Gov.  Michael  Dukakis 
with  promulgating  the  same  tactics.  He  ex¬ 
plained,  “Dukakis  has  appealed  to  middle- 
of-the-roaders  by  attacking  gay  people  for 
being  bad  influences  on  kids.”  Several  other 
panelists  also  commented  on  the  connec¬ 
tions  between  Dukakis’  anti-lesbian/gay 
foster  care  policy  and  tactics  used  in  1978  to 
denounce  the  gay  community. 

Stone  and  Triantifillou  broadened  the 
discussion  by  speaking  about  feminist  con¬ 
cerns  that  caused  dissent  among  activists  in 
1978.  Triantifillou  described  the  burgeoning 
women’s  movement  in  the  late  ’70s  that  in¬ 
spired  lesbians  just  fresh  with  the  energy  of 
coming  out.  She  said  some  women  were 
angered  by  the  misogynist  tones  of  the 
criticisms  of  Anita  Bryant,  and  many  were 
concerned  that  NAMBLA  did  not 
acknowledge  the  problem  of  child  abuse. 
Similarly,  Stone  said  she  felt  isolated  in  1978 
as  a  lesbian  working  with  the  gay  male  com¬ 
munity.  While  she  said  some  issues  united 
the  activism  of  men  and  women.  Stone  ex¬ 
plained  that  others  merely  highlighted  the 
divisions.  “For  example,”  Stone  said,  “I 
still  think  young  people  need  to  be  protected 
from  sexual  abuse  in  some  statutory  way.” 

Despite  efforts  by  some  panelists  to  foster 
debate,  the  forum  remained  tidy  and  un- 
contentious.  Differences  in  opinion  were 

GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 


treated  with  respect,  and  panel  members  did 
not  directly  challenge  one  another.  Nor  did 
they  spend  much  time  discussing  divisions  in 
the  lesbian/gay  community  today;  most 
panelists  expressed  optimism  about  com¬ 
munity  cohesiveness,  particularly  in  rallying 
to  combat  the  AIDS  epidemic.  The  forum 
became  more  confrontative  during  the  ques- 
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tion  and  answer  session  with  the  audience, 
though  several  panelists  told  GCN  they  were 
impatient  when  talk  was  largely  diverted  to 
discussion  about  the  Dukakis  campaign. 
Still,  audience  provocation  clearly  indicated 
lots  of  unsatiated  interest  in  discussing  the 
complexities  of  sexual  politics. 

The  GLAD  forum  was  at  times  a 
boisterous  and  chummy  reunion.  Shively  of¬ 
fered  a  dramatic  reading  of  vintage  Allen 
Ginsburg,  Ward  reminisced  about  his 
idealism  and  Triantifillou  joked  about  the 
gathering  of  old-timers.  All  participants 
seemed  pleased  by  the  large  turn-out,  par¬ 
ticularly  of  younger  lesbians  and  gay  men  in¬ 
terested  in  community  history.  According  to 
Rizzo,  the  forum  was  one  attempt  by  GLAD 
to  assess  ten  years  of  struggle;  she  said  the 
organization  plans  further  offerings  in  the 
future. 

Ward  said,  “There  was  a  lot  of  energy 
and  wonderful  demonstrations  in  1978.  We 
didn’t  even  have  time  to  articulate  a  vision 
for  GLAD  when  we  started  up.  But  we’ve 
endured.  GLAD  has  maintained  a  modicum 
of  integrity  in  a  harsh  world.”  □ 


New  York  stats 

Continued  from  page  I 

leave  out  people  of  color.  He  explained  that 
many  Black  and  Latino  men  are  not  “gay 
identified,  but  have  sex  with  men.  Many  are 
bisexual  and  many  have  girlfriends.  The 
Health  Department  completely  left  these 
people  out  of  the  equation.”  He  added  that 
San  Francisco  has  many  fewer  people  of  col¬ 
or  and  that  the  gay  community  there  is  much 
more  “out  and  cohesive”  because  the 
political  climate  is  better.  “With  gay  politi¬ 
cians  and  progressive  leadership  gays  in  San 
Francisco  feel  more  comfortable.  In  New 
York,  many  are  still  in  the  closet.” 

By  underplaying  the  incidence  of  disease 
among  people  of  color,  the  new  estimates 
jeopardize  the  strides  that  have  been  made 
in  the  city  to  combat  AIDS  in  minority  com¬ 
munities,  said  Harris.  However,  he  said,  the 
city,  for  the  first  time,  recently  agreed  to 
fund  a  task  force  educational  project  aim¬ 
ed  at  Black  gay  men. 

The  Health  Department’s  new  estimates 
were  announced  the  same  day  the  State 
Comptroller’s  office  released  a  report  highly 
critical  of  the  city’s  response  to  AIDS.  The 
report  accuses  the  city  of  “jeopardizing  its 
entire  health  care  system”  by  tailoring  its 
estimates  to  fit  the  city’s  budget. 

In  response  to  the  new  figures,  ACT 
UP/New  York  zapped  City  Health  Com¬ 
missioner  Stephen  Joseph  at  a  July  27 
speaking  engagement  and  organized  a  major 
demonstration  in  front  of  the  Health 
Department  on  July  28.  Bill  Bahlman,  a 
member  of  ACT  UP/New  York,  said  the 
group  carried  signs  stating,  “Missing: 
200,000  New  Yorkers.” 

□  filed  from  Boston 


—  Paul  David-Wadler  also  contributed  to  this  story 
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By  Miranda  Kolbe 

San  Francisco’s  Healing  Alternatives 
Foundation  (formerly  Healing  Alter¬ 
natives  Buyers’  Club)  holds  meetings 
every  Tuesday  night  in  the  Metropolitan 
Community  Church  in  the  Castro.  Those 
who  attend  exchange  information  about 
their  treatments,  get  the  latest  news  about 
trials  of  experimental  drugs  and  buy  health- 
related  products.  Many  of  the  gay  men  who 
come  know  each  other  from  other  contexts: 
they  may  be  friends,  acquaintances,  lovers, 
ex-lovers,  or  previously  have  done  political 
work  together. 

Toward  the  end  of  a  recent  meeting,  a 
man  from  New  Orleans  stood  up.  He  said  he' 
had  come  to  the  discussion  by  chance,  and 
was  now  feeling  overwhelmed.  “[AIDS]  just 
isn’t  talked  about  like  this  where  I’m  from. 
Should  I  just  pick  up  and  move  to  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  in  hopes  of  a  cure?”  His  question  was 
met  by  grins,  and  a  few  shouts  of  “Cure?” 

While  a  “cure”  is  clearly  not  what  is  being 
offered,  the  fact  is  that  more  and  more  peo¬ 
ple  —  PWAs/PWARCs,  people  who  test 
positive  for  HIV  (a  virus  thought  by  many  to 
be  a  cause  of  AIDS)  and  others  who  believe 
they  are  at  risk  for  AIDS  —  are  turning  to 
groups  like  S.F.’s  Healing  Alternatives 
Foundation  for  access  to  the  information 
and  treatments  that  do  exist. 

The  burgeoning  alternative  treatments 
network  in  the  U.S  now  includes  14  buyers 
clubs  —  also  known  as  guerrilla  clinics  — 
that  act  as  not-for-profit  clearinghouses  for 
treatment  information  and  products 
themselves.  An  underground  network  — 
which  can  be  contacted  through  the  buyers’ 
clubs  —  helps  people  obtain  treatments  not 
available  in  the  U.S.  In  addition,  there  are 
numerous  newsletters  that  provide  up-to- 
date  information  on  treatment  options. 
Project  Inform,  one  of  the  oldest  treatment 
information  organizations,  has  an  800 
hotline  serving  the  entire  country. 

Clearly  ahead  of  the  medical  establish¬ 
ment  in  terms  of  knowledge  about  alter¬ 
native  treatments,  some  PWAs  have  been  in 
the  position  of  having  to  educate  their  own 
doctors.  Martin  Delaney,  co-director  of 
Project  Inform,  comments  that  “AIDS  has 
forever  changed  the  doctor/patient  relation¬ 
ship.”  For  example,  some  doctors  are 
beginning  to  acknowledge  the  wealth  of  in¬ 
formation  available  within  the  PWA  alter¬ 
native  treatment  community.  Tom  Wilcox, 
director  of  the  New  York  Health  Group,  a 
New  York  City  buyers’  club,  whose 
customers  are  presently  about  40  percent 
heterosexual  and  60  percent  gay  says, 

When  we  first  started  out,  there  were 
maybe  three  physicians  in  -the 
metropolitan  New  York  area  who  would 
even  give  us  a  simple  nod  of  the  head. 
Now,  every  day,  the  phone  rings  ten  times, 
and  there’s  a  physician  on  the  other  end 
wanting  advice.  [From]  me!  I’m  trained  as 
an  opera  singer! 

Despite  the  expertise  of  the 
PWA/PWARC  community  and  quantity  of 
alternative  resources  available  within  it,  not 
all  PWAs/PWARCs  are  able  to  make  use  of 
the  network  once  they  discover  it.  One  of 
the  biggest  problems  is  the  high  cost  of  alter¬ 
native  treatments,  which  are  generally  not 
covered  by  insurance  companies.  Addi¬ 
tionally,  if  one  is  sick,  it  can  be  difficult  to 
keep  up  with  new  information.  As  Peter 
Esposito,  co-founder  of  the  Healing  Alter¬ 
natives  Foundation,  comments,  “You  really 
have  to  be  motivated.  I  really  feel  sorry  for 
people  who  are  too  tired,  too  unmotivated 
because  of  this  disease. ...  Your  ability  to  get 
out  of  bed  and  find  out  as  much  as  you  can 
about  this  disease  [varies  considerably].” 


As  the  governr 
drag  its  feet  on 
PWAs/PWARCs 
are  building  alb 

buyer! 


the  emphasis  on  finding  a  “magic  bullet” 
cure  overwhelm  the  less  fantastic  treatment 
advances  made  over  the  past  few  years. 
James  continues: 

The  impressive  worldwide  mobilization 
around  basic  research,  prevention,  and 
other  areas  has  glaringly  omitted  any 
serious  mobilization  or  commitment  to 
save  the  lives  of  those  now  infected  or 
ill....  The  major  thrust  of  the  scientists  at 
Stockholm  has  been  to  find  a  cure  through 
elegant  molecular  biology,  maybe  in  five 
to  ten  years.  There  is  no  urgency  or 
mobilization  to  test  the  dozens  if  not  hun¬ 
dreds  of  treatment  possibilities  widely 
agreed  to  be  available  now  —  dozens  of 
which  could  be  tested  within  the  next  few 
months  if  only  there  were  the  will.... 

Taking  treatments  into  our  own  hands 

While  testifying  before  Congress  in  April, 
NIAID  director  Fauci  was  asked  by  U.S. 
Rep.  Nancy  Pelosi  (D-S.F.)  what  he  would 
do  if  he  personally  needed  access  to  an 
unapproved  treatment  for  AIDS.  Fauci 
replied  that  he  would  get  it  “on  the  street”  if 
necessary.  Due  to  the  paucity  of  approved 
treatments,  it  should  come  as  no  surprise 
that  thousands  of  PWAs/PWARCs  have 
found  it  necessary  to  try  some  of  the  more 
widely  available  alternative  treatments. 
These  include  DNCB  (a  compound  applied 
topically  that  has  been  used  for  Kaposi’s 
sarcoma),  ribavirin  (an  anti-viral  treat¬ 
ment)  and  isoprinosene  (an  immune 
enhancer).  It  is  estimated  that  about  3,000 
i  people  in  San  Francisco  alone  use  aerosoliz¬ 
ed  pentamidine,  a  promising  treatment  for 
pneumocystis  pneumonia  (PCP).  San  Fran¬ 
cisco’s  Healing  Alternatives  Foundation  has 
about  700  clients  using  a  variety  of  alter¬ 
native  treatments  each  month,  and  those 
numbers  are  growing.  The  New  York 
Health  Group  presently  does  between 
$150-200  thousand  per  month  in  business. 
Ironically,  so  many  people  have  tried  ex¬ 
perimental  treatments  that  researchers  have 
expressed  fears  that  when  clinical  trials  are 
announced  for  these  drugs,  they  won’t  be 
able  to  recruit  enough  people  who  haven’t 
already  tried  them  to  have  a  “clean”  study. 

The  availability  of  alternative  treatments 
varies  according  to  the  kind  of  treatment. 
Drugs  that  are  not  licensed  in  the  U.S.  but 
are  available  elsewhere  generally  fall  into  the 
category  of  those  most  difficult  to  obtain.  In 
the  early  days  of  the  disease,  people  who 
were  physically  and  economically  able  to  do 
so  travelled  to  buy  HPA-23  (a  drug  shown  to 
have  some  success  in  HIV  inhibition,  then 
available  primarily  in  France)  and  other  ex¬ 
perimental  drugs.  Many  more  travelled  to 
Mexico  for  ribavirin  and  isoprinosene,  a 
common  practice  today.  Over  the  last  year, 
many  PWAs  have  ventured  to  Japan  to  buy 
a  promising  anti-viral,  dextran  sulfate. 
Because  of  the  expense  of  traveling  to 
Japan,  underground  networks  formed  to 
sponsor  one  person’s  air  travel  to  Japan;  the 


The  search  for  AIDS  treatments 

The  creation  of  the  alternative  treatment 
network  has  its  roots  in  the  failure  of  the 
government  to  approve  experimental  drugs 
for  AIDS.  AZT  is  presently  the  only  federal¬ 
ly  approved  drug  treatment  for  AIDS. 
While  AZT  is  effective  for  some  people,  it 
doesn’t  work  for  everyone,  and  it  can  cause 
significant  toxic  side  effects.  AZT’s  $11,000 
per  year  price  tag  places  it  out  of  reach  for 
many  whose  treatment  is  not  covered  by  in¬ 
surance,  or  Medicaid.  AIDS  activists  have 
consistently  pressured  the  FDA  for  faster 
release  of  promising  new  drugs.  As  the  Wall 
Street  Journal  reported  in  March  of  1987: 


Cancer  patients  have  complained  for 
years  of  delays  in  introducing  new 
therapies,  but  the  AIDS  victims  [sic]  were 
different.  They  simply  wouldn’t  shut  up. 
When  news  stories  broke  telling  of 
therapeutic  benefits  of  new  drugs,  AIDS 
patients  [sic]  went  to  Mexico  and  Canada 
to  obtain  ribavirin  and  isoprinosene.  They 
started  setting  up  their  own 
“underground”  clinical  trials  with  unap¬ 
proved  drugs.  They  beat  on  Congress,  the 
FDA  [Food  and  Drug  Administration], 
and  a  political  system  too  busy  with  other 
matters  to  get  off  the  dime  on  delays  in 
drug  approvals. 

Despite  this  pressure,  progress  has  been 
slow.  In  the  fall  of  1987,  the  FDA  unveiled 
new  “treatment  IND  [investigational  new 
drug]”  regulations  that  would  permit  the 
release  of  drugs  to  doctors  treating  PWAs 
well  before  the  drugs  were  approved  by  the 
■  FDA.  However,  Project  Inform’s  PI 
Perspective  reported  in  April  of  1988  that 
“not  a  single  AIDS  or  ARC  patient  has 
received  treatment  under  the  FDA’s  much 
proclaimed  new  Treatment  IND.” 

While  the  FDA  is  responsible  for  approv¬ 
ing  new  drugs,  it  is  not  responsible  for 
testing  them.  Another  government  agency, 
the  National  Institutes  of  Health  (NIH),  is 
responsible  for  oversight  of  the  research  on 
new  drugs.  Most  of  the  research  about 
AIDS  falls  under  the  responsibility  of  a 
subgroup  of  the  NIH:  the  National  Institute 
of  Allergy  and  Infectious  Diseases  (NIAID). 
NIH  official  have  blamed  staff  shortages 
and  limited  funding  for  the  slow  rate  at 
which  new  drugs  are  approved.  For  exam¬ 
ple,  in  testimony  before  Congress  in  April, 
NIAID  director  Anthony  Fauci  said  he  had 
requested  127  workers  to  guide  drugs 
through  the  NIH  bureaucracy,  but  was 
granted  only  11  new  employees.  Conse¬ 
quently,  he  was  left  with  a  staff  of  22  to  han¬ 
dle  a  $300  million  AIDS  treatment  research 
program. 

Many  AIDS  activists  have  complained  of 
a  lack  of  funding  directed  at  AIDS  research 
activities,  but  the  funding  gap  is  not  the  sole, 


or  primary  reason  so  few  drugs  are  approv¬ 
ed.  Whether  a  product  is  patentable,  and 
therefore  profitable  for  a  pharmaceutical 
company,  is  a  major  determinant  in  the  rate 
at  which  it  will  proceed  along  the  NIH  pro¬ 
cess.  John  James,  publisher  of  AIDS  Treat¬ 
ment  News,  has  reported, 


No  major  institution,  government  as  well 
as  private,  will  seriously  consider  a  treat¬ 
ment  solely  on  its  medical  and  scientific  (as 
opposed  to  commercial)  merit.  If  it’s  a 
plant  that  anyone  could  pick,  a  food  in 
general  use,  a  common  industrial 
chemical,  or  a  health-food  product,  it 
won’t  be  considered,  no  matter  what  the 
evidence. 


The  size  of  the  pharmaceutical  company 
developing  the  treatment  also  affects  the 
speed  at  which  it  will  be  tested  and  approv¬ 
ed.  Because  approval  depends  in  part  on 
testing  large  numbers  of  people,  small  com¬ 
panies  with  fewer  resources  to  put  into 
development  take  longer  to  fund  the  re¬ 
quired  studies. 

And  finally,  whether  a  treatment’s 
development  could  result  in  a  major  resear¬ 
cher  reaping  professional  advancement  and 
glory  has  an  effect  on  how  seriously  a  pro¬ 
duct  is  treated.  At  the  recent  International 
AIDS  Conference  in  Stockholm,  many  pro¬ 
gressive  journalists  and  AIDS  activists  saw 


crowd  of  about  100  men  and  women  that  he 
was  not  going  to  offer  the  “Sorry  we  don’t 
have  much  hope,  but  we  feel  really  bad  for 
you”  rap  that  Young  tried  to  deliver  before 
he  was  so  righteously  interrupted.  Instead, 
Project  Inform  wanted  us  to  know  that 
there  actually  was  hope,  that  AIDS  is  not  an 
untreatable  entity. 

Delaney  started  with  what  he  admitted 
was  “the  depressing  part.”  A  graph  pro¬ 
jected  on  the  screen  sketched  the  results  of  a 
San  Francisco  study  of  84  patients  originally 
enrolled  at  the  San  Francisco  City  Clinic  to 
gather  information  on  Hepatitis  B.  After 
going  back  and  examining  frozen  sera  col¬ 
lected  from  these  men,  it  was  somehow  “pro¬ 
ven”  that  almost  all  people  who  test  positive 
for  HIV  antibodies  will  eventually  go  on  to 
develop  full-blown  AIDS.  I’ve  hated  that 
study  since  the  first  time  I  heard  about  it;  I 


didn’t  want  to  trust  anything  that  seemed  so 
hopeless.  And  I  figured  if  this  Delaney  guy 
bought  into  that  line  of  thought  then  I’d  just 
sit  back  and  take  everything  he  said  with  a 
major  grain  of  salt.  Call  me  Pollyanna. 

Apparently  Delaney  always  hated  the 
results  of  that  study,  too,  because  he  admit¬ 
ted  to  looking  at  it  from  every  possible  angle 
to  debunk  it.  He  said  every  scientist  in  the 
lesbian/gay  community  had  tried  to  do  the 
same... but  that  it  really  does  look  like  the 
results  are  valid.  By  the  end,  I  felt  like 
Delaney  was  saying  “Trust  me  on  this;  it 
stinks  but  it’s  right.”  I’m  still  an  unconvinc¬ 
ed  lay  person  (who,  incidentally,  usually 
trusts  too  easily  when  I’m  told  I  should)  and 
I  still  hate  that  study. 

“But,”  he  said,  indicating  that  the 
depressing  part  was  over,  “HIV  is  a 
treatable  infection,  and  if  detected  early 
enough  may  actually  be  survivable.” 

“Uh-oh,”  I  thought,  “  ‘early  detection.’ 
That  means  testing,  and  I  know  this  guy’s 
from  the  West  Coast  where  having  the  test  is 
virtually  a  chic  thing  to  do,  but  this  wouldn’t 
be  the  first  California  trend  I’ve  rejected.  I 
don’t  have  much  use  for  firewalking 
either.” 

Delaney  expressed  concerns  about  civil 
rights  violations  which  could  easily  occur  in 
a  testing  situation,  and  it  relieved  my  ap¬ 
prehension  a  bit.  He  spoke  of  interventions, 
a  word  I  hadn’t  quite  considered  in  the 
hopeless  miasma  of  the  AIDS  epidemic.  He 
explained  that  it’s  possible  to  stop  HIV  in  its 
path,  not  allowing  it  to  do  any  more  damage 
than  it’s  done  up  until  that  point,  and  offer- 

Continued  on  page  1 1 


obtain  alternative  treatments  for  AIDS. 
They  are  available  at  health  food  stores  and 
PWA  buyers’  clubs,  and  can  also  be  pur¬ 
chased  from  the  manufacturers. 

The  alternative  treatment  decision-making 
process 

First  of  all,  decisions  about  which,  if  any, 
treatments  to  take  are  dependent  on  an  in¬ 
dividual’s  financial  resources.  For  those 
who  can  pay  for  various  treatments,  ac¬ 
tivists  agree  that  the  best  way  to  determine 
what  may  be  useful  is  to  work  in  concert 
with  one’s  doctor  and  keep  up  with  available 
medical  information. 

Project  Inform’s  Delaney  said  caution  is 
important  when  beginning  a  new  treatment 
because  “there  is  a  lot  of  stuff  being  hustled 
out  there  right  now  that  there  simply  isn’t 
enough  evidence  to  support....  [Manufac¬ 
turers]  label  all  kinds  of  shit  ‘immune  this’ 
and  ‘immune  booster  that,’  and  the  fact  is 
that  there’s  no  evidence  for  the  majority  of 
these  products.” 

He  also  advised  at  least  considering  AZT. 

While  I’m  the  first  to  acknowledge  ...  the 
toxicity  of  AZT,  the  truth  is  that  it’s  also 
helped  a  hell  of  a  lot  of  people.  I  think  it’s 
a  mistake  for  us  to  discourage  people  from 
at  least  trying  it;  and  I  think  it’s  a  big 
mistake  for  people  who  haven’t  tried  it  to 
say,  “Oh,  I’m  going  to  take  this  natural, 
unproven  remedy  instead.”  You’re  risking 
your  life  at  that  point. 

Most  buyers’  clubs  try  to  assist  people 
making  treatment  decisions  not  only  by 
making  information  available,  but  by 
establishing  criteria  for  products  they  sell. 
Project  Inform  provides  information  on 
products  that  meet  the  criteria  of  general 
availability,  safety,  and  a  “reasonable  ex¬ 
pectation  of  efficacy.”  Delaney  said  that 
over  the  three  years  that  PI  has  been  in  ex¬ 
istence,  “we’ve  only  seen  nine  or  ten  pro¬ 
ducts  that  meet  that  criteria.” 

Project  Inform’s  list  of  products  that 
meet  its  criteria  is  not  the  same  as  the  lists 
provided  by  the  buyers’  clubs  about  pro¬ 
ducts  available.  The  criteria  each  buyers’ 
club  uses  to  choose  its  products  also  varies. 
For  example,  both  the  San  Francisco  and 
New  York  clubs  test  their  products  for  tox¬ 
icity,  and  offer  products  that  they  deem 
reasonably  affordable.  However,  while  the 
New  York  Health  Group  says  they  choose 
their  products  based  on  a  “reasonable  ex¬ 


pectation  of  efficacy,”  San  Francisco’s 
Healing  Alternatives  Foundation,  according 
to  Esposito,  simply  offers  “what  people  are 
using.”  Both  clubs  ask  their  clients  to  sign  a 
release  form  exempting  the  club  from  liabili¬ 
ty  for  the  person’s  health  and  the  quality  of 
the  product  they  are  taking. 

PWA  self-empowerment 

Wilcox  says  he  sees  the  growth  of  the 
alternative  treatments  movement  over  the 
past  year  as  an  example  of 

PWA  self-empowerment:  people  taking 
charge  of  their  own  lives  and  being  able, 
given  the  opportunity,  to  make  their  own 
decisions  for  their  own  health.  Whether 
any  of  the  products  are  actually  effective  is 
still  down  the  pike.  But  the  whole  reality 
changed  for  people  who  felt  they  were 
doomed  to  a  certain  death.  [They  began] 
to  be  able  to  make  a  choice  for  their  own 
health  as  an  alternative  to  government- 
sanctioned  AZT,  or  in  conjunction  with  a 
government-sanctioned  drug  that 
everyone  was  very  leery  of.  There  is  a 
whole  psychological  change  in  PWAs  over 
the  last  year  from  resignation  to,  “Hey,  I 
have  a  chance  to  fight.”  It’s  been  really 
amazing  to  see.  □ 


Buyer  beware 

What  happens  when  your  wallet  is  almost  as  empty  as  the 
well  of  hope? 


By  Christopher  Wittke 

When  FDA  Commissioner  Frank 
Young  showed  up  to  deliver  a 
speech  at  last  month’s  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Health  Conference  in  Boston,  he  was 
met  by  a  bunch  of  rowdy  AIDS  activists 
determined  to  disrupt  his  speech.  They  in¬ 
terrupted  Young  all  right,  by  disconnecting 
his  microphone  and  holding  wristwatches 
aloft  to  symbolize  the  lack  of  time  to  waste 
in  conquering  the  AIDS  epidemic.  A  han¬ 
dout  from  Project  Inform,  San  Francisco’s 
independent,  not-for-profit  drug  research 
group,  had  anticipated,  “In  his  address, 
Commissioner  Young  of  the  FDA  will  simp¬ 
ly  repeat  the  lies  he  has  been  telling  for  more 
than  a  year  now.  He  said  that  his  new  regula¬ 
tions  were  working,  that  they  were  speeding 
drugs  to  the  desperately  ill.  That  is  just  not 
true.” 

But  the  folks  from  Project  Inform  also 
wisely  anticipated  that  the  catharsis  from 
zapping  a  government  lackey  would  not 


counterbalance  the  feelings  of  futility  that 
are  inevitably  brought  up  when  you  con¬ 
front  red  tape  head-on.  So  they  chose  to 
take  on  the  Post-Demo  Blues  by  holding  a 
one-hour  discussion  about  alternative  drug 
treatments. 

A  flier  distributed  before  the  meeting 
boldly  proclaimed  “Managing  HIV  (AIDS- 
related  illness)  Learn  How!!”  Since  I 
generally  feel  defeated  by  every  aspect  of  the 
epidemic  (the  personal,  the  political)  it 
seemed  like  a  potentially  inspiring  way  to 
spend  an  hour. 

Project  Inform  acts  as  a  sort  of  clearing 
house  for  AIDS  treatment  information. 
They  are  one  of  the  first  groups  of  AIDS  ac¬ 
tivists  to  speak  of  “managing”  an  HIV  in¬ 
fection;  in  other  words  they  don’t  buy  that  a 
positive  result  on  an  HIV  antibody  test  is  a 
good  reason  to  lie  down  and  die. 

Martin  Delaney  was  the  first  speaker  from 
the  Project  at  this  meeting  and  he  im¬ 
mediately  apologized  for  the  fact  that  the 
generally  hours-long  presentation  had  to  be 
crammed  into  the  60  minutes  allotted  the 
panel.  In  his  resonant,  soap-opera-leading- 
man  speaking  voice  he  told  the  assembled 
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individual  would  buy  a  large  supply  of  the 
drug  and  ship  it  back  to  the  U.S. 

Over  the  past  few  months,  however,  phar¬ 
macists  in  Japan  have  begun  refusing  to  sell 
the  drug  in  large  quantities  to  Americans. 
Reasons  for  the  limitation  on  sale  of  the 
drug,  an  over-the-counter  medication  used 
for  blood  disorders,  are  still  unclear.  Both 
the  U.S.  and  Japanese  governments  say  they 
are  not  responsible  for  the  restrictions. 
There  are  rumors  that  the  largest  producer 
of  the  drug  may  be  involved,  but  as  yet  there 
is  no  proof  to  back  up  this  claim. 

On  July  23,  at  the  International  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Health  Conference  and  AIDS 
Forum  in  Boston,  FDA  Commissioner 
Frank  Young  announced  a  new  FDA  policy 
which  would  allow  people  in  this  country  to 
receive  drugs  from  other  countries  through 
the  mail  for  their  personal  use.  This  policy 
will  presumably  have  a  major  impact  on 
PWAs  who  are  trying  to  obtain  treatments 
unavailable  in  the  U.S. 

The  second  category  of  alternative 
treatments  is  drugs  that  are  approved  by  the 
FDA  for  treatment  of  diseases  other  than 
AIDS.  Aerosolized  pentamidine  is  one  such 
drug.  (See  GCN,  June  12,  1988)  In  order  to 
gain  access  to  these  drugs,  PWAs  must  find 
a  physician  who  is  willing  to  prescribe  the 
drug. 

A  third,  and  perhaps  the  largest  category 
of  alternative  treatments,  are  those  that  do 
not  technically  fall  into  the  category  of 
“drugs.”  Treatments  made  from  food  pro¬ 
ducts  (such  as  AL  721  —  made  from  egg 
lecithin),  vitamins  and  nutritional  sup¬ 
plements  are  the  least-regulated,  easiest-to- 


Commission  report 
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ticular  problems  of  HIV-infected  women, 
including  a  lack  of  research  on  HIV  in 
women,  and  the  denial  of  women’s  access  to 
many  clinical  trials  and  experimental 
treatments.  The  report  calls  for  removing 
these  obstacles,  and  for  addressing  infected 
women’s  need  for  child  care,  transporta¬ 
tion,  and  social  and  financial  support.  Com¬ 
mission  member  Kristine  Gebbie  noted  that 
HIV-related  education  campaigns  thus  far 
have  largely  failed  to  provide  women  with 
useful  information,  and  that  many  women 
infected  with  HIV  lack  insurance  or  other 
resources  for  health  care.  She  said  that  child 
care  responsibilities  often  prevent  women 
from  addressing  their  own  health  needs,  and 
that  they  are  especially  likely  to  avoid  seek¬ 
ing  medical  attention  until  it  is  too  late.  Geb¬ 
bie  said,  “The  Commission  was  unable  to 
come  to  terms  with  a  comprehensive  fix  for 
those  problems.” 

The  report  acknowledges  the  existence  of 
homophobia  without  using  the  words 
“gay”  or  “lesbian.”  It  notes,  “Some 
homosexual  men  experience  societal  and 
personal  rejection,  loneliness,  guilt,  self- 
hatred,  and  a  loss  of  self-worth,”  and 
recommends,  “Meaningful  relationships 
that  exist  with  friends  and  the  non- 
traditional  family  of  the  homosexual  man 
must  be  recognized,  so  that  these  individuals 
may  be  included  in  care  decisions  if  the  pa¬ 
tient  so  requests.”  The  report  stops  short  of 
addressing  the  roots  of  homophobia, 
however,  and  fails  to  recommend  les- 
bian/gay  rights  legislation  or  the  repeal  of 
sodomy  laws. 

Similarly,  the  Commission  acknowledges 
“the  problem  of  minority  access  to  health 
care”  without  addressing  the  racism  at  the 
root  of  this  problem,  or  offering  any  recom¬ 
mendation  for  its  solution.  Craig  Harris,  of 
the  N.Y.  Minority  AIDS  Task  Force,  said, 
“People  of  color  with  AIDS  face  both  kinds 
of  discrimination  [based  on  race  and  on  hav¬ 
ing  AIDS].  It’s  not  enough  to  just  target 
discrimination  based  on  antibody  status.” 

In  an  introductory  section,  the  report 
identifies  poverty  and  lack  of  opportunity  as 
the  roots  of  drug-related  HIV  infection.  It 
states,  “If  the  attraction  of  the  drug 
economy  is  to  be  decreased,  then  productive 
alternatives  for  developing  earning  potential 
are  necessary.”  In  its  actual  recommenda¬ 
tions,  however,  the  report  fails  to 
acknowledge  this  basic  problem,  and 
focuses  instead  on  enforcement  of  drug 
laws. 

“The  report  has  a  number  of  glaring 
omissions,”  Busby  said.  As  an  example,  he 
noted  its  failure  to  mention  condoms  or 
discuss  safer  sex.  He  also  noted  that  the 
report  mentions  financial  barriers  to  effec¬ 
tive  health  care  and  the  unwillingness  of 
drug  companies  to  develop  treatments  that 
may  not  be  profitable.  “But  it  fails  to 
acknowledge  the  underlying  problem  of  a 
health  care  system  based  on  profit,  rather 
than  people’s  needs.” 

The  report  represents  the  final 
product  of  a  year’s  activity  on  the  part 
of  the  Commission,  including  over  40  hear¬ 
ings  and  testimony  from  over  600  people. 
During  its  year  of  existence,  the  Commis¬ 
sion  faced  several  internal  and  external 
challenges.  The  original  Commission, 
chaired  by  Eugene  Mayberry,  was  largely 
hand-picked  by  Gary  Bauer,  domestic 
policy  adviser  to  President  Reagan,  accor¬ 
ding  to  Bill  Bahlman,  a  New  York  ACT  UP 
activist  who  followed  the  Commission  close¬ 
ly- 

According  to  Bahlman,  members  were 
chosen  largely  on  the  basis  of  their  conser¬ 
vative  political  credentials.  For  example, 
William  Walsh  is  the  nephew  of  Education 
Secretary  William  Bennett,  and  directs  an 
organization  funded  by  pharmaceutical 
companies.  He  serves  as  a  health  policy  ad¬ 
viser  to  Reagan.  Richard  DeVos,  founder 
and  president  of  the  Amway  Corporation,  a 
multi-millionaire,  was  the  largest  single  con¬ 
tributor  to  the  1984  Republican  campaign. 
Colleen  Conway-Welch,  a  nurse,  is  co-chair 
of  the  Southern  Republican  Leadership 
Conference.  Cory  Servaas,  editor  and 
publisher  of  the  Saturday  Evening  Post,  is  a 
personal  of  the  Reagans,  according 
to  Bahlman.  Her  husband  was  the  Indiana 
chair  for  the  Robertson  campaign.  Penny 
Pullen,  an  Illinois  legislator,  has  sponsored 
several  repressive  bills  in  that  state  restric¬ 
ting  the  rights  of  PWAs.  She  was  the  1984 
chair  of  Special  Groups  for  Reagan.  Theresa 
Crenshaw  specializes  in  the  “evaluation  and 
treatment  of  sexual  dysfunction,”  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  report.  According  to  Bahlman, 
she  is  close  to  homophobic  Republican  U.S. 


Rep.  William  Dannemeyer,  of  California, 
and  “brought  in  some  of  the  worst  of  the 
wacko  witnesses,  including  Dannemeyer.” 
Bahlman  noted  that  Walsh,  DeVos,  Ser¬ 
vaas,  Pullen,  and  Crenshaw  voted  against 
the  anti-discrimination  recommendations. 

Other  Commission  members  include 
John  Creedon,  chairman  of  Metropolitan 
Life  Insurance  Co.;  Dr.  Burton  Lee,  a 
cancer  researcher  and  friend  of  George 
Bush;  Dr.  Frank  Lilly,  the  Commission’s 
only  openly  gay  member;  and  John  Cardinal 
O’Connor  of  New  York.  New  Commission 
members  as  of  last  fall  include  Dr.  Beny 
Primm  and  Kristine  Gebbie,  who  are  quoted 
in  this  article,  and  the  Commission  chair, 
retired  Navy  Admiral  James  Watkins. 

The  change  in  membership  appears  to 
have  been  a  result  of  both  internal  and  exter¬ 
nal  challenges.  According  to  Bill  Rubens- 
tein,  an  attorney  with  the  AIDS  and  Civil 
Liberties  Project  of  the  American  Civil 
Liberties  Union,  original  director  Eugene 
Mayberry  was  an  “organizational  disaster.” 
Commission  members  actually  wrote  him 
letters  asking  him  to  step  down,  according 
to  Rubenstein.  In  September  of  last  year,  he 
resigned,  and  Admiral  Watkins  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  replace  him. 

According  to  Schatz,  Watkins  “deserves 
the  credit  for  anything  good  the  Commis¬ 
sion  did.  He’s  intelligent  and  cares  about  the 
issues.”  According  to  Bahlman,  Watkins 
was  responsible  for  appointing  Polly  Gault, 
the  Commission’s  executive  director,  and 
other  staff  members.  Bahlman  called  the 
staff  “the  brains  and  heart  and  soul  of  the 
Commission.” 

In  October  of  1987,  Rubenstein  and  the 
ACLU,  on  behalf  of  NAPWA,  the  National 
Minority  AIDS  Council  (NMAC),  the 
American  Public  Health  Association 
(APHA),  and  Michael  Callen,  an  individual 
PWA,  brought  suit  against  the  Commission. 
The  suit  (NAPWA  vs.  Reagan)  charged  the 
Commission  with  violating  the  Federal  Ad¬ 
visory  Commission  Act,  which  requires  that 
groups  affected  by  an  advisory  commission 
be  represented  on  the  commission.  After  the 
suit  was  filed,  two  conservative  members  of 
the  Commission  resigned,  and  were  replaced 
with  Gebbie  and  Primm.  The  appointment 
of  these  two  members  satisfied  members  of 
NMAC  and  APHA,  who  withdrew  from  the 
suit.  ACLU  and  NAPWA  continued  the 
suit,  demanding  representation  for  PWAs. 
Although  they  did  not  succeed  in  forcing  the 
appointment  of  a  PWA  to  the  Commission, 
the  Commission  did  recommend  PWA 
representation  on  future  advisory  panels. 

Considering  the  Commission’s  composi¬ 
tion,  the  report  is  “better  than  we  would 
have  expected,”  said  Schatz,  of  NGRA. 
Beck,  of  NAPWA,  said  he  believes  the 
positive  parts  of  the  report  came  about  as  a 
result  of  testimony  from  people  with  AIDS 
and  AIDS  activists:  “When  you  spend  a  lot 
of  time  listening  to  PWAs  and  other  AIDS 
experts,  you’re  compelled  towards  certain 
conclusions.”  Busby  said,  “Even  if  you’re  a 
Reagan  ideologue,  and  someone  speaks  the 
truth,  it’s  hard  to  ignore  it.”  He  added, 
“Many  of  the  report’s  best  elements  are 
directly  related  to  ACT  UP  members’ 
testimony.” 

Several  activists,  while  expressing,  reserv¬ 
ed  approval  for  the  Commission’s  work, 
criticized  the  Reagan  administration  for  the 
continuing  slowness  of  its  response  to  the 
epidemic.  Beck  said,  “Until  the  day  I  die  I 
will  remember  how  slowly  the  mainstream 
has  responded  to  AIDS.  Until  the  day  I  die  I 
will  believe  that  it  is  because  I  am  a  faggot 
and  it’s  mostly  faggots  who  have 
AIDS.”  □ 


Oregon 

Continued  from  page  I 

QUACers  picketed  the  Oregonian  on  June 
30,  protesting  that  newspaper’s  failure  to 
cover  Portland’s  annual  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Pride  March  (See  GCN,  Vol.  15,  No.  49). 
QUAC  staged  another  demonstration  at  the 
Oregonian  for  July  14,  to  challenge 
heterosexism  in  the  paper’s  news,  editorial, 
and  advertising  policies. 

Despite  differences  in  style  and 
philosophy,  OFF  and  QUAC  seem  willing 
to  cooperate  in  the  effort  to  save  the  gover¬ 
nor’s  executive  order.  The  stakes  are  high, 
since  the  outcome  of  the  November  vote  is 
likely  to  have  a  large  effect  on  ongoing  ef¬ 
forts  to  pass  a  comprehensive  gay  rights  bill 
in  the  Oregon  Legislature. 

QUA  C  can  be  reached  at  P.  O.  Box  15117, 
Portland,  OR  97215,  (503)  287-7624.  OFF 
can  be  reached  at  P.O.  Box  2397,  Portland, 
OR  97208,  (503)  233-9079.  □ 
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I  have  seen. .  explosively  tunny  bits!" 

-Joyce  Kuthawik.  WBZ-TV 

"It'S delightful!”  -John Corcoran.  WNEV-TV 


"Boffo!  You'll  love  it!"  -Dixie  Whatley,  WCVB 
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Hooked  On  Sex 

You’re  hooked  if  sex  is  an 
escape  from  depression  or 
relationships.  You’re  hooked 
if  you  put  yourself  in  danger 
and  brush  aside  worries 
about  AIDS. 

It’s  time  to  call  for  help. 

South  End 
Counseling 

596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 
437-9643  • 
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NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $4.50;  includes  Manhattan  bar 
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Renaissance  House,  Box  292GCN  Village  Station,  NY,  NY 
10014  212-674-0120.  All  books  discreetly  by  first  class 
mail;  your  name  kept  strictly  confidential.  To  list  a 
business  or  organization,  or  for  further  information,  send 
stamped,  self-addressed  business-size  envelope  Please 
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from  Glad  Day  Books,  598  Yonge  St.,  Toronto,  Ontario 
M4Y  1Z3  416-961-4161  (check  for  prices) 
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Just  for  us ... 

The  first  woman  to  woman  connection! 
By  women.  For  women.  All  women. 


You  can  . . . 


Discuss . . . 


•  relationships 

•  friendships 

•  careers 

•  families 

•  anything 

. . .  with  other  women 


•  Have  group 
conversations  with  up 
to  7  other  women. 

•  Talk  woman  to  woman, 
one  to  one. 

•  Leave  messages  on  our 
bulletin  board. 


1-900-999-8700 

For  women  18  and  over  only. 

95  cents  the  first  minute,  45  cents  each  additional  minute. 


healthy  teeth. . . 
they’re 
a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
Kirk  S.  Bankhead,  DDS 

1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 


LYNNE  S.  BRANDON,  PH.D. 

FINANCIAL  MANAGEMENT 


57  CAMERON  AVE.  •  SOMERVILLE,  MA  02144  •  617-776-5866 


LONG  RANGE  PLANNING,  STATE  CONTRACTING, 
BUDGETING,  STAFF  TRAINING  &  SUPERVISION, 
CONVERSION  TO  COMPUTERIZED  SYSTEMS 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

RONALD  KELTER 
Acupuncture  Associates  of 
Cambridge 

843  Mass.  Ave.,  Central  Sq. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
617-491-4410 

(AMES  F.  LEATH,  R.  Ac. 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 
Somerville,  Mass. 

Porter  Square  T 
628-9547 


COMMUNITY 


ALCOHOUDRUG 

TREATMENT 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUDITING/TAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
1 26  State  Street 
Boston,  MA  02109 

523- 1060 

AUDIO-VISUAL 

SAMDPERIL  AUDIO-VISUAL 
23  Clive  St. 

Boston.  MA  02130 

524- 7992 

BICYCLES 

FERRIS  WHEELS 
Bicycle  Shop 
64  South  Street 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
617-522-7082 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 
SCHOOL 

351  Broadway,  Cambridge 
868-3392 

T.W.F.Sat  10-6,  Th  12-8,  Sun 
12-5 

Repairs/Parts/Workspace 

BOOKSTORES 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
673  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  267-3010 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMEN  S  BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-5310 

REDBOOK  STORE 
Books  of  Political  Struggle. 
South  Africa,  Central  America 
Gay  8  Lesbian  literature 
92  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-1464 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  A v. 

Somerville,  MA  02143 
628-9547 

DR  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1 100  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Arlington,  MA  02174 
(617)  641  2510 


DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
Suite  333 
45  Newbury  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
266-8584 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  Street 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
232-7200 

DR.  DAVID.  STOLER 
Chiropractor 
SOMA  Practitioner 
124  Harvard  St.  No. 3 
Brookline,  ,MA  02146 
(617)  731-3306 

COUNSELING 

ANDOVER  PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Gerald  Matison,  L.I.C.S.W. 
475-6950 

insurance  accepted 

ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR 
WOMEN 

520  Commonwealth  Av. 

Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
247-4861 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
1368  Beacon  St.  Suite  109 
Boston,  MA  02146 
739-7860 

PATRICIA  A.  BURKE,  LICSW 
ADDICTION  TREATMENT/ 
FAMILY  THERAPY 
10  Goodway  Road 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 

522- 9446 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  8 
CONSULTATION  INC. 
l86'/i  Hampshire  St 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-4488 

JOURNEYWOMEN 
A  feminist  psychotherapy 
collective 

240A  Elm  St.,  Davis  Square 
Somerville.  MA  02144 
776-9232 

MASS  BAY  COUNSELING 

ASSOCIATES 

321  Columbus  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
739-7832 

SOUTH  END  COUNSELING 
596  Tremont  Street 
Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)  437-9643 

TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA 
661-0248 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 
60'/i  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge.  MA  02138 
876-8438 

DAYCARE 

BARB'S  FAMILY  DAYCARE 
State  Licensed 

8eacon  Hill.  Boston,  MA  02114 

523- 3772 


DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Av. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
364-5500 

JOHN  BARNA  8 
AMY  WETTER 
790  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  02199 
353-1500 

DOG  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING 
CENTER 

Dog  Behavior  Specialists 
Medford,  MA 
395-9084 

ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 
Complimentary  consultation 
Computer  electrology  specialist 
Central  Sq.,  Cambridge 
497-2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL 
DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Sq..  MA 
926-4289 

HAIR  SALONS 

B.  CUMMINGS 
309  Shawmut  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
338-5356 
Wed.-Sat.  10-6 

HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 

Holistic  Health  Referral  Service 
Psychotherapy,  Bodywork. 
Movement,  Nutrition  and 
Spiritual  Counseling 

266- 8122  M-Th.,  12-7 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  Street 
Boston,  MA  021 15 

267- 7573 

FEMINIST  HEALTH  CENTER 
OF  PORTSMOUTH 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth,  NH  03801 
(603)  436-7588 

STD  clinic  for  men  and  women 
Mon.  eves.:  free  anon,  HIV 
counseling  8  testing 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 
Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bi-weekly,  monthly  and 
special  occasions 
776-2271 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS.  CLU 
Congress  St. 

P.0  Box  1762 
Boston,  Ma.  02105 
I  800  352  3185 


KUNEVICH  8  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENGY 
241  Washington  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
731-1015 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence, MA  01840 
683-7676 

LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 
Lawyers  Referral  Service 
227-7008 
M-F  1-5  p.m. 

MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH  CLUB 
Swedish,  Japanese,  Esalen 
220  Huntington  Ave. 

(617)  262-1000,  x  298 
M-Sat.,  12-7 

MOVERS 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO. 
(formerly  Boston  Trucking) 
641-1234 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

DAVID'S  PHOTOGRAPHY 
PO  Box  375  McCormack  Sta. 
Boston,  MA  02101 
236-0365 


PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

BOSTON  BAY  REALTY 
668  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  021 18 
262-7386 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Trisha  Solio,  Barry  Wing 
726  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)  S22-0020 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

Metropolitan  Community 
Church  of  Boston 
131  Cambridge  St.,  near  Gov't 
Ctr.,  Sunday  Worship  7pm, 
Open  to  all 

A  church  of  the  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Community,  S23-7664 

Unitarian  Universalist 
Congregation  at  the  1st  Church 
of  Roxbury  —  Sun.  I  lam 
Service  -  445-1277 
at  Center.  Roxbury  8  Dudley 
Sts.,  Rox.  Crossing  T  Stop 

TAXES  8  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  PI .  MA  02130 
524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482  2900 


TO  HAVE  YOUR  LISTING  SEEN  BY  OVER  55,000 
READERS.  CALL  WICKIE  AT  426-4469. 


Buyer  beware 

Continued  from  centerspread 
ing  a  chance  to  rebuild  the  immune  system. 
(Of  course,  this  goes  on  the  assumption  that 
HIV  is  the  cause  of  AIDS,  a  belief  some 
skeptics  argue  with  —  and  I  try  to  be  skep¬ 
tical.) 

He  spoke  of  the  need  to  maintain  good 
general  health,  and  I  could  think  of  no  argu¬ 
ment  with  that.  He  mentioned  holistic 
therapy  without  using  New  Age  jargon,  so  I 
even  trusted  him  there.  He  spoke  compell- 
ingly  of  anti-viral  therapy  and  immune 
boosting  therapy  and  preventative  treat¬ 
ment  for  opportunistic  infections.  I  liked 
the  idea  of  preventive  treatments,  something 
rarely  discussed  even  in  the  gay  media,  let 
alone  in  the  mainstream. 

After  a  while,  even  I,  the  anti-testing  kind 
of  guy  that  I  am,  was  seeing  the  logic  in  the 
Project  Inform  idea  that  said  “Hey,  do  you 
wait  until  your  syphilis  infection  has  pro¬ 
gressed  to  dementia  before  you  get  some 
treatment?  No!”  And  since  we  were  about 
to  look  at  a  list  of  promising  treatment  pro¬ 
tocols  I  had  all  but  resolved  to  get  tested. 

It  suddenly  seemed  so  simple.  I’d  just  get 
the  test  and  surround  myself  with  suppor¬ 
tive  friends,  and  if  the  result  was  positive  I’d 
work  on  my  general  health,  and  do  holistic 
things,  and  go  on  those  medicinal  therapies, 
and  I’d  keep  monitoring  my  T-cells  and  p24 
antigens  and  beta-2  microglobulin  (these  are 
all  tests  one  should  have  regularly  and 
monitor  carefully  for  successful  HIV 
maintenance,  according  to  Delaney.  I  really 
have  no  idea  what  most  of  them  are,  maybe 
it’s  in  the  longer  presentation.)  I  considered 
the  fact  that  it  would  also  be  a  relief  to  final¬ 
ly  know  for  sure.  No  more  anxiety,  no  more 
late  night  (and  mid-day)  panics.  I  told 
myself,  “If  I’m  positive,  I’ll  fight  the 
educated  fight.  I  won’t  give  up,  and  I  won’t 
continue  down  this  unsure  path  I’ve  been  on 
since  I  first  heard  of  AIDS,  assessed  my  risk 
and  permanently  crossed  my  fingers.” 

We  looked  at  treatment  strategies,  like 
drugs  that  may  do  such  specialized  work  as 
inhibiting  T-cell  to  T-cell  infection  (dextran 
sulfate)  and  various  anti-viral  combina¬ 
tions.  Delaney  gave  his  pro-AZT  rap  that 
said  “This  works  for  some  people  and  it’s 
just  not  worth  dismissing  it  without  trying 
it.  Even  in  half  doses.”  We  looked  at  lists  of 
sources  and  side  effects,  and  the  monthly 
costs  for  the  kind  of  drug  therapies  needed 
for  successful  HIV  maintenance.... 

AND  THE  MONTHLY  COSTS 
TOTALLED  WELL  OVER  $1200.  I 
thought  “Well,  that  counts  me  out.”  Of 
course,  jf  you’re  lucky  enough  to  have  in¬ 
surance  (and  I  am)  they  generally  don’t  pay 
for  drugs  that  aren’t  approved  by  the  FDA. 
Only  AZT  is  approved  and  truthfully  at  over 
$750  a  month  it  is  the  most  expensive  drug 
discussed.  Joe  Brewer,  who  joined  Delaney  at 
the  front  of  the  room,  said  that  AZT  has 
surfaced  on  the  black  market  since  many 
people  realized  they  only  need  to  take  half 
the  dosage  prescribed  for  them  and  they  can 
sell  the  rest.  “Many  professionals  buy  their 
AZT  on  the  black  market  so  it  doesn’t  show 
up  on  their  insurance,”  Brewer  said,  implying 
that  if  AZT  did  show  up  in  their  medical 
records,  insurance  companies  might  cancel 
these  professionals’  policies.  And  I  thought, 
“I  guess  he  means,  since  I’m  not  a  profes¬ 
sional,  it’s  cool  if  my  insurance  company 
sees  a  few  dozen  blood  tests  (which  would 
rarely  be  covered  anyway)  or  an  AZT  ’scrip 
come  across  their  computers.”  Then  I 
started  to  get  even  more  depressed,  thinking 
about  the  large  numbers  of  people  who  are 
completely  uninsured.  Then  I  realized  that  I 
might  as  well  be  uninsured  for  all  the  good 
insurance  will  do  me. 

Delaney  gave  a  sympathetic  nod  to  those 
of  us  who  might  find  the  high  cost  of  good 
health  prohibitive.  “Every  drug  company, 
from  the  little  slimy  companies  to  the  big 
slimy  companies,  has  jacked  the  price  of 
medications  on  every  potential  treatment 
for  AIDS.  And  as  long  as  our  medical  pro¬ 
fession  is  tied  into  the  profit  system,  it  will 
probably  continue.”  Later  he  said  there  was 
reason  to  believe  that  these  high  costs  may 
begin  to  drop  in  the  next  18  months, 
although  the  reason  for  that  wasn’t  clear. 
And  was  this  supposed  to  be  encouraging 
coming  from  a  man  who  had  just  finished 
telling  us  of  the  need  for  early  detection  and 
intervention?  How  can  you  sit  around  for  a 
year  and  a  half  and  wait  to  intercept  an  ill¬ 
ness  in  its  earliest  stages? 

But  I  really  thought  I  was  going  to  lose  my 
marbles  when  Delaney  said,  “Yes,  this  is 
very  expensive.  It  might  mean  having  to  get 
a  roommate  you’d  rather  not  have,  or  put¬ 
ting  off  buying  that  new  car  this  year,  or 

GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 


borrowing  money  from  your  family....”  I 
thought,  “This  reality  is  so  far  removed 
from  mine  I  can’t  possibly  glean  any  hope 
from  it.”  NEW  car?  I  haven’t  had  enough 
money  to  get  my  bicycle  fixed  and  it’s  been 
broken  since  last  summer.  I  scrape  money 
for  a  subway  pass  every  month  and  already 
owe  back  rent.  I  have  $46  in  my  checking  ac¬ 
count  and  $6  in  savings.  And  he’s  saying  I 
may  have  to  hold  off  a  year  on  that 
Mercedes  so  that  I  can  save  my  health? 

In  truth,  Martin  Delaney  and  Project  In¬ 
form  are  not  the  baddies  in  this  situation. 
I’m  glad  they  let  people  know  about  the 
benefits  of  drugs  that  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment  can’t  seem  to  be  bothered  with  testing. 
We  probably  wouldn’t  know  about 
aerosolized  pentamidine  if  it  weren’t  for  this 
group.  No,  Project  Inform  isn’t  to  blame; 
Medicine  and  Insurance-for-profit  are  on 
the  frontlines  of  that  camp  as  far  as  I  can 
tell.  (And  let’s  not  forget  government  indif¬ 
ference.)  I’m  also  surprised  at  myself  for 
ever  believing  I’d  actually  find  hope  just 
because  the  discussion  had  been  promoted 
as  offering  it.  Hadn’t  the  AIDS  epidemic 
taught  me  that  simple  fact  ages  ago? 

But  how  are  we  going  to  deal  with  this 
mess?  Should  every  penny  earned  in  the 
name  of  an  “AIDS  Benefit”  go  directly 
towards  funding  this  kind  of  treatment? 
How  does  capitalism  absorb  the  fact  that 
this  sort  of  medical  care  is  cost-prohibitive 
to  almost  everyone?  (Hint:  it  doesn’t.) 

And  the  most  immediate  question  for  me 
(and  for  everyone  who  might  benefit  from 
this  preventative  medicine):  what  am  I  sup¬ 
posed  to  do  if  I  can’t  afford  to  “stop  my 
syphilis  infection  before  I  progress  to 
dementia?”  Wait  to  see  what  happens  in  18 
months  or  so,  I  guess.  Until  then  I’ll  just 
keep  my  fingers  crossed. 

Project  Inform  can  be  reached  at  347 
Delores,  Suite  301,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94110.  Or  you  can  call  them  toll  free  at 
1-800-822-7422.  Martin  Delaney  recom¬ 
mended  leaving  a  message  requesting  the 
Project’s  information  packet  on  the  answer¬ 
ing  machine  after  regular  business  hours 
because  they  are  often  swamped  with  calls 
throughout  the  day.  □ 


Volunteer 


Proof-readers  News  Note 
writers  En  v elope  stu ffers 
Fundraisers  Graphic 
artists  Journalists 
Illustrators  Essayists 
Typesetters  Prisoner 
support  Past  e-u  p 
people  Book  reviewers 
Photographers 
Cartoonists 
Computer  jocks  Typists 

at 

GCN 

Call  426-4469 
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•  NEW  &  USED  BIKES 

•  EXCELLENT  REPAIR  SERVICE 

•  PARTS  &  ACCESSORIES 

•  TOOLS.  WORKSPACE  &  INSTRUCTION 
AVAILABLE  AT  HOURLY  RATES 

•  CALL  FOR  HOURS 


351  BROADWAY  •  CAMBRIDGE  •  868-3392 


Sisterspace  Pocono  Weekend 
Fri.,  Sept.  9-Sun.,  Sept.  11,  1988 

Entertainment  &  recreation  to  satisfy  your 
taste  buds:  Joann  Loulan,  Deuce,  Deidre 
McCalla,  sports,  workshops  and  rainy 
weather  amusement. 

For  info,  send  SASE  to: 


Sisterspace 

351  S.  47th  St.,  B101 
Philadelphia,  PA  19143 
or  call:  (215)  476-2424 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
In  Practice  Since  1975 

General  Practice 

*  Family  ~Law 
*Real  Estate  Transfers 
*Consumer/Small  Business 

Employment 
‘Discrimination 
‘Unemployment 
‘Worker’s  Comp 

52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-7099 


Safer  Sex 

and  Drug  Use 
Guidelines 

Assessing  individual  risk  for  AIDS  and 

other  illnesses  is  the  first  step  towards  using 
safer  sex  and  drug  use  guidelines.  Only  you 
and  your  partner(s)  can  decide  how  much  risk 
is  acceptable  —  take  stock  of  your  sexual  and 
drug  use  histories. 

Be  aware  that  the  highest  concentrations  of 
HIV  (the  virus  widely  thought  to  cause  AIDS) 
are  found  in  blood  and  semen.  The  most 
common  routes  of  HIV  transmission  are 
through  sharing  needles  and  unprotected  anal 
or  vaginal  intercourse. 

GCN’s  guidelines  come  from  a  wide  variety 
of  sources  aimed  at  various  communities 
concerned  about  the  AIDS  epidemic  and 
health  in  general.  We  want  to  confront  the 
prevailing  “no  sex  is  best"  attitude  and 
present  an  approach  that  is  as  sex-positive  as 
possible. 

Information  for  gay  male,  lesbian  and 
bisexual  communities 
Safer  sex  can  include:  massage,  hugging, 
kissing,  erotic  talk,  phone  sex,  masturbation 
(solo,  pairs  and  groups),  using  your  own 
vibrators,  dildos  or  other  sex  toys  and  s/m, 
butch/fem  role-playing,  fantasy  scenes, 
bondage  and  other  activities  that  do  not 
involve  the  exchange  of  semen  or  blood 
(including  menstrual  blood). 

Do  not  allow  a  partner’s  semen  or  blood 
(including  menstrual  blood  and  blood  drawn 
from  piercing,  cutting  or  shaving)  to  enter 
your  vagina,  anus,  mouth  or  breaks  in  your 
skin. 

Use  condoms  for  fucking  (anal  and  vaginal 
intercourse),  for  licking/sucking  penises  and 
for  covering  dildos  and  other  sex  toys.  Use 
water-based  lubricants.  Use  latex  barriers 
(dental  dams  or  other  plastic/latex  materials) 
between  the  genital  area  and  mouth  when 
licking/sucking  cunts  and  assholes.  Be 
especially  careful  to  avoid  the  exchange  of 
menstrual  blood.  Using  nonoxynol-9  or  other 
spermicides  with  condoms  and  latex  barriers 
may  add  extra  protection. 

For  finger-fucking  "or  fisting  (anal  or  vaginal 


penetration  with  fingers  or  hands),  use  latex 
gloves  or  finger  cots.  Use  water-based 
lubricants. 


Alternative  insemination  may  put  you  at 
risk.  Be  sure  to  discuss  risk  for  AIDS  with 
potential  donors  or  sperm  bank. 

Be  aware  that  some  risk  of  exposure  to 
immune-suppressing  infections  (such  as  mono 
and  amoebiasis)  may  be  associated  with 
rimming  (anal-oral  contact)  —  use  a  latex 
barrier.  Risk  may  also  be  associated  with 
watersports  (urine)  or  feces  in  the  mouth, 
rectum  or  in  open  cuts.  If  you  share  dildos, 
vibrators  or  other  sex  toys,  use  condoms  or 
clean  toys  with  hydrogen  peroxide. 

Your  body’s  ability  to  fight  all  disease, 
including  AIDS  and  its  related  illnesses  (such 
as  Kaposi's  Sarcoma  and  pneumocystis  carinii 
pneumonia),  may  be  benefited  by  general 
good  health  —  good  nutrition,  lots  of  rest, 
exercise  and  nonabuse  of  alcohol,  poppers 
and  other  drugs. 

If  you  use  IV  drugs,  follow  the  guidelines 
below. 

Intravenous  drug  use 

Do  not  share  works  (needles,  syringes, 
droppers,  spoons,  cottons  or  cookers). 

Do  not  re-use  needles;  use  fresh  cottons  each 
time. 

If  you  must  share  or  re-use  your  works, 
clean  them  as  follows:  dip  needle  and  works 
into  100  percent  bleach,  draw  up  and  release 
three  times,  dip  needle  and  works  into  water, 
draw  up  and  release  three  times  (in  an 
emergency,  rubbing  alcohol,  vodka  or  wine 
can  also  be  used).  As  an  alternative,  boil 
works  in  water  for  at  least  fifteen  minutes. 
Use  a  fresh  solution  each  time  you  clean  your 
works. 

Resource  phone  numbers 

National  AIDS  Hotline:  I  (800)  342-7514 
AIDS  Action  Committee  (AAC),  Boston:  (617)  437-7733 
AIDS  Action  Committee  (AAC)  IV  Drug  Use  Taskforce, 
Boston:  (617)  437-4200 

Gay-Men's  Health  Crisis  (GMHC),  New  York:  (212) 
807-6655 

National  Minority  AIDS  Council  (NMAC),  Washington, 
D.C.:  (202)  544-1076 

Women's  AIDS  Network,  San  Francisco:  (415)  864-4376 
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PERSONALS 


GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  lo  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to  GCN  Box 
#  ,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O. 
Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addresses  to  GCN  Boxes  for  four 
weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. _  () 

TENNIS  ANYONE! 

Great  looking  5T”  guy  into  music,  literature,  horror 
films,  wants  someone  to  play  tennis  with.  Let’s  have 
fun!  Call  Stephen  876-6203. _ (6) 

AMY 

Congrats  on  your  new  breath  of  life.  Keep  flying.  Marc 

(_5J _ 

•HAPPY  BIRTHDAY,"  A  POEM 

What  could  I  do,  to  embarrass  you,  in  these  very  per¬ 
sonal  pages?  I’ve  told  ’em  your  size,  and  made  up  some 
lies,  and  spread  secrets  that  started  outrages!  You’re 
now  thirty-two,  so  what  should  I  do?  Except  tell  you  I 
love  your  big  furry  butt,  Sherman!  Happy  Birthday,  C. 

m _ 

GOING  SOUTH! 

L  driving  to  North  Carolina  for  week  in  Sept.  (Flexible 
as  to  when).  Sks  rider(s)  to  share  expenses  or  provide 
place  to  stay  on  route.  Can  ride  part  or  all  of  the  way. 
Call  Lisa  522-22S1. _ (5) 

LF  College  student  desperately  needs  financial 

assistance.  Please  help  by  sending  $1.00.  Shelley,  P.O. 
Box  44-1028  West  Somerville,  Mass  02144. _ (6) 

STUD  BRIEFS 

Hot  ex-college  jock  selling  used  underwear,  just  the  way 
you  like  ’em.  $10.  B.V.D.c/oGCN  Box  281. _ (5) 

BAD  ATTITUDE 

A  lesbian  sex  magazine.  Irreverent  and  Hot!  $10  for  one 
year’s  subscription  (3  issues).  B.A.  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  110, 
Cambridge,  MA  02139. _ (16.33) 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


LESBIANS 

Need  volunteers  for  doctoral  research  on  lesbians  coming  out 
to  their  mothers.  If  you  arc  age  25-35,  have  been  out  at  least  4 
years  and  have  come  out  to  your  mother  within  the  past  3 
years,  you  are  eligible  for  this  study.  If  interested,  call  Wendy 
Rosen  at  497-5178. _ (6) 

Seeking  gay  parent  in  Metrowest  or  surroundings  as  subject 
for  tasteful  feature  article  for  Middlesex  News.  Confidentiality 
respected.  Call  Marion  626-3881  or  872-9427,  _ (4) 

STOCKHOLM  CONFERENCE  ABSTRACTS 
available  at  GCN.  Copies  of  abstracts  of  about  3,000  presen¬ 
tations  at  the  Stockholm  AIDS  conference  in  June  1988  are 
available  at  GCN  for  $100.00  Contact  Marc  Stein,  (617) 
4264469. _ (6) 

Rl  BATTERED  LESBIANS 

Lesbian  social  researcher  at  area  college  would  like  to  interview 
you  for  research  study.  Confidential  at  your  convenience.  For 
information  send  your  name,  phone(s),  best  timefs)  to  call  to 
P.O.  Box  28100,  North  Station,  Prov,,  Rl  02908. _ fij) 

GET  PUBLISHED! 

GCN’s  news  dept  seeks  a  volunteer 
to  write  news  notes.  News  writing  experience  not  necessary.  5 
hr/week  (flexible).  Call  Jennie  at  426-4469  for  more  info.  (Q 


ARTISTS 

GCN’s  art  department  needs  graphic  artists,  illustrators, 
etc.  to  help  usher  this  rag  into  a  new  era  of  visual  splen¬ 
dor!  Call,  call,  call,  (617)  426-4469.  People  of  color  en- 
couraged  to  volunteer. _ (6) 

CORRESPOND  WITH  FAMOUS  QUEERS!! 

And  learn  all  about  the  wild  world  of  lesbian/gay  book 
publishing  at  the  same  time!  GCN’s  features  editor 
needs  you  to  help  send  out  tear  sheets  to  publishers,  cor¬ 
respond  with  writers,  keep  track  of  queer  books  coming 
in  and  going  out  and  MORE!  If  you  have  a  few  hours  a 
week,  call  Steph  at  GCN:  (617)426-4469. _ (6) 

COPY  WRITER 

GCN’s  Promotions  Department  is  seeking  volunteer 
assistance  with  direct  mail  copy  writing  for  several  large 
subscription  promotions  planned  for  the  fall.  Please  call 
Dan  at  (617)  426-4469  if  you  have  time  and  expertise  to 
offer  in  this  area. _ (5) 

DATA  ENTRY 

GCN’s  Promotions  Department  needs  several 
volunteers  to  help  with  data  entry  and  updating.  Why 
not  spend  an  hour  or  so  helping  out  at  our  lively  les¬ 
bian/gay  office?  Located  in  Boston’s  South  End.  Near 
T.  Call  Dan  at  (617)426-4469. _ (5) 


•INDIVIDUAL 
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THERAPY 


ALLAN  SINGER, 
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PSYCHOTHERAPIST 
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HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


Gay  Community  News  classifieds 


rn 
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My  text  is:  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


Need  more  room!  Just  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  at  a  cost  of  25*  per  word  (35*  per  word  for  business  ads) 

Basic  cost; 

□  iNon-business:  $6  for  1st  25  words;  25* 
for  each  additional  word. 

□  Business:  $8  for  1st  25  words;  35*  for 
each  additional  word. 

$ _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs  $ 

Special  heading 

□  Flamer  ($3.00  x. 

□  Bold  ($1.50  x. 


My  category  is: 

□  PERSONALS  □  ANNOUNCEMENTS  □  HELP  WANTED 

□  ROOMMATE  WANTED  □  HOUSING  WANTED 

□  APARTMENTS  □  SUMMER  RENTALS  D  RESORTS 

□  FOR  SALE  □  PUBLICATIONS  □  ORGANIZATIONS 

□  SERVICES  □  RIDES  □  MOVERS  □  OTHER 


_ number  of  runs)  $ . 

.  number  of  runs)  $ . 

Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $  . 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10%  $ . 

□  21-30  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15%  $ . 

□  31  +  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20%  $ . 

□  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2  $ . 

Subtotal  $  . 

Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks  $ . 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks  $. 

Subscriptions 

□  I  want  to  subscribe!  $ . 

US:  $33 .  Institutional  rate:  $40. 

Display  Boxed  Classifieds 

□$15  per  column  inch 
_ inches  x  $  1 5  $. 


•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday’s  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St 
Boston,  MA  02116 


Name  . 
Address. 

City  _ 

State _ 


Zip 


Phone  (_ 


Total  $ 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


HELPFUL  HEALTHCARE 


FENWAY 
Hi  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

•  Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  • 

•  HIV  Education  &  Testing  Program  • 

•  General  Medicine  •  Women's  Health  • 

•  Alternative  Insemination  •  Mental  Health  • 

•  Gay  &  Lesbian  Victim  Recovery  Program  • 

•  Nutrition  •  Dermatology  •  Geriatrics  • 

•  Podiatry  • 

by  appointment 

267-7573 

HIV  267-0159 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
16  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA  02115- 

15  YEARS  SERVING  THE 
GAY  AND  LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 

•  quality  care  •  research  • 

•  health  education  •  confidential  • 


HELP  WANTED 


CHILDCARE 

Lesbian  professional  couple  seeks  experienced  live-in 
nanny  for  Brighton  infant.  Flexible  hours.  Light 
housekeeping.  JWcgr  MBTA.  Sunny  Victorian  house.  No 
smoking.  ~  Good  salary.  Call  and  leave 

a  message  at  254-5929. _ (47) 


HELP  WANTED 


CRUISE  SHIPS 

Now  Hiring!  Summer  &  Career  opportunilies.  Excellent 
pay.  World  Travel!  Call  (refundable)  1-518459-3734 
Ext,  P4404E. _ (7) 

HIRING!  Federal  government  jobs  in  your  area 
overseas.  Many  immediate  openings  without  waiting  list 
or  test.  $15-68,000.  Phone  call  refundable.  (602) 
838-8885.  Ext.  6433. _ _J5) 

MENTAL  HEALTH  PROFESSIONAL 

Seeking  psychotherapist  to  work  for  mental  health  ser¬ 
vice  in  community  health  center.  Candidate  must  have 
minimum  of  Master’s  degree  and  one  year  post-graduate 
experience.  Sensitvity  to  gay/lesbian  issues  and  different 
ethnic/class  populations  a  must.  Family  therapy  ex¬ 
perience  preferred.  Candidate  will  work  with  children, 
adults,  families  and  groups  in  a  multi-disciplinary  set¬ 
ting.  Competitive  salary,  excellent  benefits,  hours 
negotiable.  Send  resume  to:  Director,  Human  Services 
Department,  Southern  Jamaica  Plain  Health  Center, 
687  Centre  Street,  Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130. _ (6) 

GAY  AND  LESBIAN  SPEAKERS  BUREAU 
Seeks  part-time  coordinator.  Fundraising  including 
grant  writing,  coordinating  speaking  engagements,  assist 
officers  and  committees.  Send  resumes  before  Sept.  1  to 
GLSB,  Box  2232,  Boston  02107.  (617)  354-0133.  (5) 

PERSONAL  CARE  ATTENDANT 
Attendant  for  disabled  lesbian.  Wed.  8:30  am  to  Fri. 
8:30  am.  $200  clear.  Lifting,  driving,  personal  care. 
Non-smoker  preferred.  (617)  524-0921, _ (5) 

FREE  RENT  -  PCA 

Share  2BR  apartment  with  another  attendant  rent  free 
plus  $650/month.  Work  alternate  weekends  (Fri.  8:30 
am-Mon.  8:30  am)  and  emergency  coverage  Vi-time  as 
personal  care  attendant  for  disabled  lesbian  in  Jamaica 
Plain.  Light  sleeper,  lifting  ability,  driver’s  license,  non- 
smoker.  Connie  Panzarino  (617)  524-0921 . _ (5) 

Can  you  live  virtually  expense-free  and  earn  $350  per 
week.  Are  you  strong,  kind,  compassionate,  not  afraid 
of  hard  work?  Disabled  woman  needs  personal  care  at¬ 
tendant.  Challenging,  but  fun,  in  a  good  atmosphere. 
Rewarding  work,  private  room,  days,  nights  and 
weekends.  Flexible  time  off.  Two  capable  people  will  be 
needed  to  work  different  shifts.  Let’s  talk.  This  could 
turn  into  an  ideal  permanent  situation  for  all  involved. 
Please  call  (617)  244-4958. _ (5) 

LIVE-IN  OR  PART-TIME 

Personal  Care  Attendants  to  assist  female  professional 
disabled  activist  and  friendly  cat  in  JP.  No  experience 
necessary  but  must  have  a  driver’s  license.  Live-in  gets 
free  rent  plus  $225/wk.  Weekends  $160.  5-l0pm 

$177/wk.  Call  731-6228. _ (7) 

Community  Jobs 

The  only  nationwide  listing  of  socially  conscious  job  op¬ 
portunities  —  organizing,  women’s  issues,  health  care, 
peace/justice,  more.  $12/year.  CJ,  Box  G,  1516  P 
Street,  Washington,  DC  20005. _ (Ex) 


Guesthouse  Manager 

Yearound  position  for  established 
women’s  guesthouse  in  Pro- 
vincetown.  Someone  selfmotivated, 
honest,  and  hardworking  with 
humor,  patience,  and  intelligence.  An 
organizer  who  enjoys  people  and  be¬ 
ing  at  home.  Position  includes  hous¬ 
ing,  salary,  and  benefits. 

Gabriel's 

104  Bradford  Street 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 
(508)487-3232 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 


LF  and  two  cats  seek  housemates  for  spacious  JP  apt. 
Vegetarian  cooperative  home  with  fireplace,  w/d, 
porch,  yard.  Non-smoking.  $400/month,  heated,  rent- 
controlled.  Anne  522-6561 . _ (3) 

WOMEN’S  SPACE/H20-TOWN 

LF/GM  for  2bdrm  Sept.  1st.  First  floor  of  lesbian- 
owned  home.  Safe,  quiet  neighborhood,  2  blocks  to 
H20Town  Mt.  Auburn  busline.  Working  fireplace, 
hdwd  floors,  w/d,  basement  storage,  back  porch,  yard. 
Cooperative,  friendly  individual  sought  for  semi-indep. 
living.  425-plus,  926-7943  lv  msg. _ (6) 

5radical  lesbians  seek  6th.  Interested  in  cooperative  liv¬ 
ing,  radical  politics,  and  fun.  Unbelievable  J.P.  house. 
Avail.  Aug.  1 .  $242  plus.  Call  436-2752. _ (6) 

SOMERVILLE 

LF  41  and  2  cats  seeks  mature,  resp.  W  to  share  lovely 
spacious  apt.  between  Porter  and  Davis  T.  No  smokers, 
no  more  pets.  Rent  $300  plus  util.  Avail.  Aug  1. 
6254298. _ _ _ (6) 

LG.  J.P.  HOUSE  SEEKS  ONE 

Spacious  semi-coop  household  seeks  1.  We  arc  2  les¬ 
bians,  1  straight  man,  2  cats,  non-smoking  and  political¬ 
ly  progressive.  We  seek  non-smoker  25-plus  years.  No 
more  pets.  $190  plus.  Available  9/1  or  10/1.  522-7572. 
(6)  _ 

CAMBRIDGE  TOWNHOUSE 

LF  21  grad  student  seeks  LF  to  share  beautiful  new 
townhouse.  you’ll  have  a  private  floor  with  bedroom, 
bath,  separate  entrance,  on  street  parking  and  share  kit¬ 
chen  and  living  room.  Non-smoker  and  no  pets. 
Available  now.  Call  Francine6614l70.  $800.00  plus.  (6) 

Natick  —  Two  gay  females  seek  same  to  share  large 
private  home.  Non  smoker,  no  pets.  Conv.  location.  350 
plus  utilities.  Call  65 1  -8240. _ (6) 

LF  and  JBiF  seek  2  women  (L  or  Bi,  24-plus)  for  sunny, 
friendly,  Porter  Sq.  home.  Great  housemates,  quiet 
street,  close  to  T.  No  smoke  or  pets  (we  have  2  cats). 
Min,  drugs/alc.  $30S-plus.  Avail.  9/1. 776-6442.  (6) 

ALLSTON 

F  wanted  for  J.P. -style  triple  decker.  One  L  and  one  not 
need  a  very  neat  third  lesbian  or  straight.  Neighborly 
street,  2  min.  to  T.  No  pot  or  pets,  light  tobacco  and 
alch.  o.k.  No  couch  potatoes  please.  Emotional  stability 
a  must!  Avail,  now  or  Sept.  254-2025. _ (6) 

4  LF’s  seek  one  more  for  beautiful  spacious  non¬ 
smoking  JP  house.  We  are  independent,  ages  2645, 
near  T  and  Pond.  Available  Aug.  15,  possibly  sooner. 
524-6878.  _ _(5) 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


OMMATE  WANTED 


TRY  GCN’S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE 

AD 

□ 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed 
Roommate”  offer: 

ALL  ROOMMATE  AND 
HOUSEMATE  ADS  THAT 
ARE  PREPAID  FOR  TWO 
WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A 
ROOMMATE 
□ 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically 
renewed.  You  must  call  in  every 
additional  week  you  want  the  ad 
to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be 
accepted  all  day  Mondays  and 
Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469. 


APARTMENTS 


RENTAL  CAMBPORT 

One  bedroom  apartment  (on  2  floors)  in  Camb.port.  $700  in¬ 
cludes  heat,  small  yard,  parking.  Available  immediately.  Call 
Cathy  61-0974, _ (5) 

FOR  RENT  SEPT.  -  3  RM  APT. 

Sunny,  hdwd.  firs.  Off  street  parking,  bus  route.  15  min.  to 
Braintree,  rural.  $520  plus  heat.  767-2336. _ (7) 


SUMMER  RENTALS 


Enjoy  Provincetown  in  September  after  the  summer 
rush  and  retreat  to  peace  and  quiet  —  2  bedroom,  park- 
ing,  weekly-monthly,  call  487-0757, _ (7) 

MARTHAS  VINEYARD 

3  bedroom  house,  ocean  view,  deck,  washer/dryer, 
dishwasher,  fireplace  available,  Aug.  1-31,  2  weeks  or 
month  call  now.  73 1-1 576. _ (6) 


PROVINCETOWN 

Art  gallery,  studio  space,  1,165  sq.  ft.,  centrally  located. 
Beautiful  lighting,  $90,000  —  lots  of  possibilities  —  buy 
alone  or  as  a  group  —  keep  overhead  low.  (617) 
487-0757, _ (7) 

Lovely  Beacon  Hill  Townhouse  4/5  bedrooms  plus  in¬ 
come  apt.  Top  location.  Brand  new  renovation;  old 
Boston  charm.  3200  sq.  ft.  $950K.  723-4444,  353-1294. 
Principals  only.  (6) 


ACATIONS 


LF  seeks  LF  (prefer  over  30)  for  large  Everett  apt.,  3  cats 
on  premesis,  smokers  ok,  most  vices  acceptable.  $327.50 
a  month  (inch  heat  and  hot  water),  plenty  of  parking, 
easy  access  to  T.  Call  Jan  350-4306  (days),  387-5831 
(eves.) _ (5) 

CAMBRIDGE  -  HARVARD  SQUARE 
Feminist  roommate  sought  to  share  1920’s  style  (newly 
rehab’d)  apartment.  Suited  for  independent  non-smoker 
who  likes  light,  antiques,  space,  porches,  a  yard,  laun¬ 
dry  facilities,  and  beautiful  hardwood  floors.  $495  plus. 
Available  Sept.  I.  Call  Ellenat  354-3966or  491-0978.  (7) 
Non-smoking  L  to  share  1st  floor  apt.  Camb. /Belmont. 
Near  bus,  supermarket.  Laundry  in  building.  $300-plus. 
No  drugs/pets.  Avail  9/1 .  Call  864-4314. _ (5) 

SOMERVILLE  NEAR  UNION  SQUARE 
GM,  36,  piano,  goldfish,  seek  two  responsible  non- 
smokers  for  large  3BR  duplex.  Very  close  to  T,  shopp¬ 
ing.  Avail  9/1  $230-plus  util  and  sec.  Heat  included. 
Charlie  666-4283. _ _ ( T ) 

BETWEEN  BU  &  BC 

Male,  26,  seeks  roommate  to  share  2BR  near 

Washington  &  Commonwealth,  4  min  to  T,  12  min  to 
YMCA.  No  tobacco.  $400,  available  8/1.  Call  Robert  at 
787-9199. _ (5) 

HOUSEMATES  -  MANCHESTER  NH 
Divorced  GM  seeks  2GWM  7  room  ranch  near  Saint 
Anslem  College.  $55  a  week,  many  extras,  call  (603) 

624- 8955. _ (5) 

3  LF’s  seek  another  for  sunny  spacious  semi-coop  home 
near  Porter  Square,  Cambridge.  We  have  2  cats,  no 
more  pets,  min.  drugs  or  alcohol.  Avail.  Sept.  1,  250 
plus  call  491-4005. _ (5) 

LF  wanted  for  semi-coop  of  5  in  Porter  Square.  Quiet 
street,  friendly  household,  fireplace,  hardwood  floors. 
No  pets.  Avail.  8/1  (Another  room  9/1)  $245-plus. 

625- 3314, _ (5) 

3rd  LF  27-plus  wanted  to  share  spacious  sunny  2-FL 
house  on  quiet  street  near  Davis  T.  Friendly,  indepen¬ 
dent,  share  food  shopping.  W/D,  sunporch,  patio. 
Avail.  9/1.  Sorry  no  smoke/pets,  minimal 
drugs/aicohol.  $270-plus.  776-8405.  (5) 

LF  couple  seek  lesbian  for  JP  apartment.  Quiet  street 
near  Arb.  Available  immediately.  $300  includes  all.  Call 
Jan  or  Penny  522-6226.  (5) 

GREAT  FALL  SUBLET 

2  LF’s  seek  same  for  Sept,  and  Oct.  sublet  in  3  bedroom 
Somerville  apt.  Non-smoker,  quiet,  semi-coop.  Near 
Davis  Sq.  T.  300-plus  negotiable.  Call  776-6612. _ (5) 

GREAT  SOMERVILLE  APT 

2  LF’s  seek  same  to  share  3  bedrm  apt.  Non-smok, 
quiet,  semi-coop,  share  veggie  foods.  Have  yard,  sm. 
dog,  no  cats.  Near  Davis  Sq.  T.  300-plus,  Sept.  I. 

776-6612. _ (5) 

YOUR  NEW  HOME 

Could  be  in  a  sunny  Victorian  House  on  Jones  Hill.  Por¬ 
ches,  den,  piano,  parking,  near  T,  stores.  Friendly, 
eclectic  professional  LF  31  seeks  LF/GM  ASAP 

282-2962. _ (5) 

SHARE  SOMERVILLE  HOUSE 

LF  33  seeks  LF30plus  to  share  Teele  Sq.  House.  Quiet, 
responsible  non-smoker,  no  pets,  you’ll  have  3  rooms 
and  share  liv,  din,  kit,  bath.  $500  plus.  Avail  immediate- 
ly.  Call  before  9pm  628-7487, _  (5) 


HOUSING  WANTED 


APARTMENT  WANTED 

Gay  professional  couple  seeks  quiet  top-floor  apartment  in  or 
around  Boston.  $60Q-700/mo.  for  9/1 .  Call  628-0372.  (6) 

I  STILL  NEED  A  HOME! 

Gay  man  (26)  seeking  home  by  Sept.  1  in  Boston/Cambridge 
area.  I  school  and  work  in  Cambridge  and  would  like  to  move 
in  with  others  committed  to  mostly  independent,  friendly, 
cohabitation.  300  including,  tops.  Kenji,  262-7320.  (8) 


APARTMENTS 


JP  Arboretum  area,  2  bedrooms,  hardwood  floors,  sunny, 
owner  occupied,  triple  decker  insulated  quiet  street,  garden 
near  MBTA,  nopets  or  smokers,  $850/month,  leave  message 
after  Aug.  5  522-0345,  available  August  or  Sept. _ (6) 

DORCHESTER 

6-room,  2-bedroom,  2nd  floor  beautifully  restored.  Refinished 
floors,  natural  woodwork,  built-in  china,  eat-in  kitchen. 
Frost-free  refrigeration.  Available  9/1,  $575  plus  heat  and 
utilities.  Call  John  Caturano  (617)  282-3216. _ (6) 


DISCOVER  NEW  ENGLAND’S  GAY  INN 

Spend  long,  lazy  days  by  the  pool  and  cool  nights  by  a 
crackling  lire  or  in  our  hot  tub.  Our  100  acre  mountain 
selling  offers  peace,  privacy,  beautiful  views,  spec¬ 
tacular  sunsets  and  lovely  paths  for  walking  hand-in- 
hand.  Great  hiking,  reduced  rate  golf,  tennis,  antiquing 
and  summer  theater  nearby.  The  Highlands  Inn,  PO 
Box  I I8G,  Bethlehem,  NH  03574.  (603)  869-3978.  Grace 
and  Judi,  Inkcepers.  (16.7) 


Parking, 

Centrally  Located 


Women-Owned  &  Operated 
Guesthouse 

18  Pearl  Street,  Box  22 
Provincetown,  Mass.  02657 
617/487-2210 

Mastercard  »  Visa 


ORGANIZATIONS 


MAN/BOY  LOVE 

Intergenerational  Love  Support  Group.  World  wide 
news,  art,  opinions.  Application,  information  free, 
bulletin  $1.  NAMBI.A,  P.O.  Box  1923,  St.  Louis, 
Missouri,  631 18.  (7) 

OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174. _ (15.48) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people  .  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  580  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  94114. 
_ (16.1) 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 
Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:00.  Women’s  meeting  at  6:45.  Call 
482-7858  for  info. _ (15.32) 


CHILTERN 

MOUNTAIN  CLUB 

An  outdoor  recreational  club 
sponsored  by  New  England  area 
lesbians  and  gay  men.  For  further 
information,  please  write. 

P.O.  Box  407g  Boston,  MA 

Our  10th  Year  Anniversary 


Michael 

787-0428 


Kitty 

282-6437 


PUBLICATIONS 


WOMAN  OF  POWER:  “A  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,”  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4  issues; 
singles  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)  625-7885. _ (ex) 

ON  OUR  BACKS,  the  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for 
lesbians,  is  48  pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  time¬ 
ly  sexual  advice  and  news  colums.  We  are  quarterly,  na¬ 
tional.  unique  and  provacative.  $15/yr  sub  or  $5  current 
issue  to:  On  Our  Backs,  PO  Box  421916,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94142. _ (ex) 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1.50;  sub  $6;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  #263G,  SF,  CA  94114. 
_ (16.-) 

GUARDIAN:  Independent  radical  newsweekly.  Covers 
Gay,  women  and  minority  struggles  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer-4  issues  FREE.  Write 
Guardian,  Dept  GCN,  33W  17th  St.  NY.  NY.IOOI  I.  (ex) 

off  our  backs 

Celebrating  15  years  of  radical  feminist  journalism.  We 
bring  feminist  national/international  news  analysis  and 
reviews  each  month.  $11  year,  II  issues.  ($15  for  con¬ 
tributing  subs)  $20  institutional  fee.  Sample-$3  for  3 
issues!  Write  ‘off  our  backs’  Dept  GCN,  1841  Columbia 
Rd.  NW,  Room  212  Washington,  DC  20009. 


Prisoners 

Seeking 

Friends 


MOVERS 


I 


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

new  &  used  boxes  delivered 
packing  and  storing 

_ _ 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU #25522. 

No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 


From  $18  /  hr. 

•  MAXI-VANS 

•  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 

•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 

•  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

•  LIC.  and  INS. 


236-1848 


TO  ALL  THOSE,  IN  &  OUT  OF  PRISON, 

WHO  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE. 

Alexander  Berkman.  Prison  Memoirs  of  an  Anarchist! 


Serious  Libra  with  a  quick  sense  of  humor 
would  like  a  friend.  I  like  poetry,  sci-fi,  and  be¬ 
ing  real.  Take  a  chance.  Deb  DAVIS,  18449 
Arn  1,  1479  Collins  Ave,  Marysville  OH  43040. 

I’m  26,  born  under  the  sign  of  Leo,  very  free 
spiritual  individual  in  search  of  a  submissive 
understanding  and  fun  loving  woman.  I’m  in 
here  for  forgery.  Please  write.  Lynetta 
PARKER,  CLU  N8  Cell  7,  2800  Gravier  St, 
New  Orleans  LA  70119. 


BLACK  GAY  MALE  PRISONERS! 

A  very  wonderful  book  of  writing  and  visual  art] 
jnon-pornographic)  is  being  offered  to  you  FREE 
(limited  supply!)  by  the  Other  Countries  Collec¬ 
tive  of  Black  gay  men.  Write  now  to:  Prison  Book 
Collective,  92  Green  St,  lamaica  Plain  MA  02130. 

cce eeeeeeecee 

HEY  THERE  POETS  &ARTISTSH 
(I  include  those  of  you  too  modest  or  un¬ 
confident  to  call  yourselves  ‘artist’  or  ‘poet’! 
OK,  how  about  scribblers  and  doodiers?)  GCN 
can  always  use  a  fresh  supply  of  your  drawings, 
poems,  and  whatever  else  gets  out  your  feeling. 
We  do  a  big  poetry  spread  once  a  year  and  we 
ALWAYS  need  drawings  (black  &  white, 
about  as  wide  as  one  of  these  colums).  You  can 
think  of  them  as  your  gift  to  us  in  return  for ' 
our  gift  to  you  of  this  paper.  Don’t  worry  if 
they’re  not  ‘professional’.  We’re  looking  for 
inspiration,  net  technique. 

The  ‘Prisoners  Seeking  Friends*  space  will  be  a 
much  safer  space  to  play  in  if  both  insiders  and 
outsiders  will  let  me  know  when  someone  is 
jerking  them  around  (including  Christian-guilt- 
trippers,  serious  money  seekers  (please  don’t  be 
upset  at  a  $5-10  request  from  a  prisoner  who 
very  possibly  has  NO  access  to  money  and 
BASICS  are  not  alwav^urnished  by  the  state). 


For  years  now  I’ve  been  super  interested  in  cor¬ 
responding  and  building  a  relationship  with  a 
Gay  companion  of  the  revolutionary  communi¬ 
ty  (socialist-communist).  There’s  much  to  be 
discussed  regarding  the  Gay  Liberation  Move¬ 
ment.  There  are  many  ideas  to  be  exchanged. 
Let’s  write  each  other.  Albert  Chui  CLARK, 
79909,  Camp  J  Shark  l-R-13,  Angola  LA 
70712. _ 

I’m  an  HIV  carrier  and  would  like  to  write 
someone  who  could  understand  some  of  what  I 
am  going  thru.  HIV  has  changed  my  view  of  life 
and  in  some  ways  made  me  a  better,  more 
serious,  person.  If  you’d  like  to  talk  confiden¬ 
tially,  sometimes  it’s  easier  to  talk  with  a 
stranger.  Marvin  NOWELL,  427154,  Box  16, 
Lovelady  TX  75851. 


TOXIC-WASTE 

Living  near  it?  Get  the  government  confirmed  site 
listing.  Send  $10  to:  Toxlist,  252  Kennedy  Dr.,  #410, 
Malden,  MA  02148.  (5) 

STOCKHOLM  CONFERENCE 
ABSTRACTS 

available  at  GCN.  Copies  of  abstracts  of  about  3,000 
presentations  made  at  the  Stockholm  AIDS  conference 
in  June  1988  are  available  at  GCN  for  $100.00.  Contact 
Marc  Stein,  (617)  426-4469. _ ' _ (7) 

BISEXUALITY 

A  national  newsletter.  For  info  &  sample,  send  SASE  to 
P.O.  Box  20917,  Long  Beach,  CA  90801-3917.  (4) 

BLACKJOUT 

The  new  quarterly  magazine  from  the  National  coalition 
of  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays,  features  news,  views, 
reviews,  poetry,  short  fiction  and  announcements  of  in¬ 
terest  to  the  national  Black  Lesbian  and  Gay  communi¬ 
ty.  Sample  copy,  $4,  1  yr.  subscription,  (4  issues)  $10 
To:  Black/Out:,  NCBLG,  P.O,  Box  2490,  Washington, 
DC  20013.  (ex( 

OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 

A  journal  of  woman-to-woman  s/m.  Fantasy,  analysis, 
erotic  art  and  much  more.  Sub:  $13/four  issues.  Single 
issues  $4.  Must  slate  you  are  over  18.  SASE  for  info.  PO 
Box  23,  Somerville  MA  02143. _ (ex) 


YES!  I  would  LIKE  to  get  more  copies  of  GCN! 
You  said  I  could  send  a  penpal  ad  too  so  here  it 
is;  I’m  a  Gay  Black  male  (actually  Black,  Indian 
and  Italian),  with  a  good  sense  of  humor,  in¬ 
terested  in  reading,  poetry,  gay  stuff,  and 
political  issues.  I  would  like  to  write  a  friend. 


Robert  Jude  Ryan,  who  has  been  writing  inspir¬ 
ing  and  saucy  letters  to  the  Prisoner  Project  for 
several  years  now,  and  who  is  clearly  a 
thoughtful  &  open  gay  man,  will  be  getting  out 
of  prison  (hopefully)  this  Fall.  He  has  worked 
with  animals  and  will  need  help  finding  a  place 
to  work  and  live  in  New  Jersey.  If  you  can  help 
out,  please  drop  him  a  line  at:  Robert  Jude 
RYAN,  79022,  CN861  6-right,  Trenton  NJ 
08625. _ 

MEREL  STEPHERSON,  HELLO!  You  will 
always  be  my  best  friend.  Everything  is  still 
GO!  Love,  Maggie _ 

I  am  (was)  a  nurse,  and  would  like  to  write  a 
sincere,  caring  person,  who  understands  that  we 
aren’t  all  perfect.  To  share  personal  thoughts. 
Please  write.  James  VANCE,  97147-098,  PO 
Box  4000,  Springfield  MO  65808 


Hi!  I’m  getting  close  to  getting  out  and  would 
like  to  make  some  connections  in  the  free 
world.  Just  looking  for  friendship.  Adrian 
‘Star’  PRICE,  35588,  PO  Box  2,  Lansing  KS 
66043. 


Hello  out  there!  I’m  seeking  a  penpal  friend. 
My  hobbies  are  music,  acting,  and  body 
building.  I’m  lonely  and  will  answer  all  letters. 
Steve  L.  WILLIAMS,  C-38287  (F3-14-225),  480 
Alta  Rd,  San  Diego  CA  92179. 


I’m  interested  especially  in  meeting  born 
HERMAPHRODITES,  for  friendship.  I’m  afi 
Libra,  sensual  and  romantic.  I  work  in  the  com- 
puter  field,  play  guitar  and  sing.  Philip 
CARISTO,  Box  1059— 2B-P,  Santa  Fe  NM 
87504. 


Gay  male  would  like  to  correspond  with  other 
open-minded  males  or  females  for  long  lasting 
friendship.  Interests  are  Karate,  chess,  meeting 
new  people  and  making  new  friends.  Michael 
KINNEY,  066571  (1655),  PO  Box  1100,  Avon 
Park  FL  33825. 


I’m  30,  from  NYC,  nickname  ‘Pooh’  and 
would  like  to  correspond  with  sincere  in¬ 
dividuals  who  would  like  to  be  friends.  I  have  a 
really  nice  tan  (I’m  ebony!)  and  like  to  show  it! 
Michael  TITTENSON,  03960-054,  Box  4000, 
Springfield  MO  65808.  _ 


I  am  gay  and  would  very  much  like  to  write 
some  other  gay  man  so  would  you  please  help 
me  in  getting  my  penpal  ad  in  the  paper.  James 
SPRUILL,  087061  (1062),  1150  SW  Allapattah 
Rd,  Indiantown  FL  34956. 


DELMAR  RAY  BALLARD,  please  contact 
Ricky  Maddix,  39404,  Box  7,  Moberly  MO 
65270. 


Kirk  Qi. 
02920 


PO  Box  8249,  Cranston  RI  { 


I’m  a  Black,  bisexual,  Michael  Jackson  fanatic, 
and  love  to  write,  dance  and  have  sex.  Please 
write.  Galen  (Gale)  SHAVERS,  150433,  Box  7 
(IB-123),  Moberly  MO  65270, _ 

Body  builder,  like  to  read  GCN,  would  like  to 
also  correspond  with  someone.  John  CAR- 
ROLL,  107499,  Rt  1  Box  207-C,  Lawrenceville 
VA  23868 _ 

Black  male  looking  to  hear  from  transsexuals, 
Queens  and  bisexuals  of  all  races.  Trying  to 
establish  life  long  friends  and  a  sincere  love  af¬ 
fair.  Willing  to  relocate  upon  release.  Open 
minded  and  hard  worker.  Venitrice  LONG.fi 
152456,  (4-D-24);  1012  W.  Columbia,  Farm 
ington  MO  63640.  _ _ _ _ 

Pamela  Luster,  I  miss  you  dearly.  Please  write 
me.  You  promise  you  would.  Love,  Buck  [Far¬ 
rell  Jones,  33554,  (4-D-24),  1012  W.  Columbia, 
Farmington  MO  63640. _ 

Bisexual  male  searching  for  penpals  to  help  pass 
the  time  away,  and  possibly  more.  Please  write 
to  find  out  more.  Timothy  POPE,  Box  15749, 
3405  Deer  Park  Dr  SE,  Salem  OR  97310. 
Wanted:  a  strong,  exhibitionistic,  slightly 
freaky  attractive  pecker-packer  is  looking  for 
‘  jpenpals.  I’m  a  good  person,  who  loves  oldie 
Jgoodies,  writing  and  sailing.  Barry  EWELL, 
1058939,  Box  1500  (55),  Cross  City  FL  32628. 
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Somerville  □  Somerville  Lesbian  Potluck.  Bring 
food  and  non-alcoholic  beverage.  6pm.  Info:  628-7487. 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Neighbors 
Potluck  Picnic.  Bring  a  favorite  dish  to  share  and  a  non¬ 
alcoholic  beverage.  All  new  and  old  friends  welcome. 
Jamaica  Pond,  entrance  at  Open  Door  Theater  sign,  op¬ 
posite  Moraine  St.  on  the  Jamaicaway.  Rain  location: 
Unitarian  Church  on  Centre  St.  4-7pm.  Info:  Kenn 
524-8337,  Liz  522-3894. 

Boston  □  Metro  Healing.  See  8/7  listing. 

Boston  □  Boston's  first  Black  Lesbian/Gay  Pride 
Tea  Dance.  Buffet  included.  Open  to  all.  Sponsored  by 
Niobi  Productions;  proceeds  will  go  toward  future  ac¬ 
tivities.  Somewhere  Else,  295  Franklin  St.  4-8pm.  $5. 

Worcester  □  AIDS  Project  Worcester  Pledge 
Dance  to  raise  money  for  AIDS  care  and  services,  called 
"Dancing  for  Our  Lives.”  Club  241,  241  Southbridge  St. 
7-1  Ipm.  Info:  508/755-3773. 

Roxbury  □  South  African  Women’s  Day.  Speakers 
include  a  representative  of  the  ANC.  With  a  Flea  Market 
and  Women's  Fair.  Music,  food,  games,  literature  tables. 
First  Church  in  Roxbury,  corner  of  Dudley  and  Putnam 
Sts.  l-5pm.  Info:  661-1652. 

Gloucester  □  Join  Am  Tikva  for  a  beach  outing  at 
Good  Harbor.  Meet  at  9am  at  Workmen's  Circle, 
Brookline,  to  car  pool,  or  at  snack  bar  at  beach  at 
10:30am.  Info:  Michael  965-2423. 

Boston  □  Boston’s  Other  Voice  special  guests 
Stephanie  Poggi  and  Marc  Stein  represent  Gay  Com¬ 
munity  News.  With  host  Peter  Stickel.  WROR  98.5FM. 

1 1:30pm. 

15  Monday 

Boston  □  Women’s  Rugby  Club.  See  8/8  listing. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Rap  topic:  "Sexual  Vulnerabili¬ 
ty."  The  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8-IOpm.  Free. 
Info:  354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

Boston  □  Reception  in  support  of  the  United  Farm 
Workers  of  America.  Hors  d’oeuvres,  cash  bar.  Fen¬ 
way  Garden  Cafe,  100  Peterborough  St.  6:30-8:30pm.. 
$20. 


12  Friday  □  Celebrate  Ten 
Percent  Revue’s  500th 
performance!  Post  Office  Cabaret, 
303  Commercial  Street,  P’town. 
Info:  (508)  487-2879. 


Please  note:  Calendar  listings  must  be  receiv¬ 
ed  by  the  Monday  before  the  week  of  the 
event.  Photos  with  listings  are  encouraged. 


6  Saturday 

Boston  □  Living  With  AIDS  Theatre  Project 

presents  a  workshop  every  Saturday  to  collect  the  ex¬ 
periences  and  stories  of  those  connected  in  any  way  with 
the  AIDS  crisis.  The  goal  is  to  create  a  theater  music  piece 
based  on  the  workshop  material.  No  performance  ex¬ 
perience  necessary.  Club  Cabaret,  209  Columbus  Ave. 
10:30am. 

Northampton  □  SHELIX  meeting,  discussion  of 
“Erotic  Piercing:  How,  Why,  Safely."  New  women 
welcome.  A  New  England  woman-to-woman  S/M  support 
group.  8pm.  Info:  413/584-7616. 

Boston  □  Boston  Area  Women’s  Self-Defense  Collective 
offers  Women’s  Self-Defense  Classes  for  women  of  all 
ages  and  abilities.  Meets  Wednesday  evenings  and  Satur¬ 
day  afternoons  in  the  South  End.  Info:  574-9433. 

Boston  □  Comite  de  Mujeres  Puertorriquenas  Miriam 
Lopez  Perez  holds  “Encuentro  de  Mujeres  Latinas, 
Massachusetts.”  UMass/Boston,  100  Arlington  St.  9am- 
4pm.  Info:  524-4145. 

Boston  □  All-day  memorial  vigil  in  remembrance  of  the 
bombing  of  Hiroshima.  Sponsored  by  Boston  Mobiliza¬ 
tion  for  Survival,  Women’s  Int’L  League  for  Peace  and 
Freedom,  and  Women  for  Racial  and  Economic  Equality. 
Park  St.  Station.  8:l5am-4pm.  Info:  354-0008. 

Gaie  Head,  NH  □  Chiltern  Mountain  Club  hikes 
Gale  Head.  Overnight  at  13  Falls  Campsite.  Moderately 
easy.  Info:  Michael  617/787-0428  or  207/883-6934. 

Boston  □  jeopardy  to  benefit  Act  Up-Boston.  Part  of 
Club  Cabaret’s  "Summer  Games,  a  Month  of  Benefits." 
Moon  Shine,  209  Columbus  Ave.  8-IOpm.  $4  Info: 
536-0972. 

Provincetown  □  Singer/songwriter  Erica  Wheeler  live 
every  Thu.,  Fri.,  Sat.  evening  at  Different  Ducks.  5-7pm. 
Info:  508/487-9648. 

Boston  □  New  Ehrlich  Theatre  presents  joe  Orton's 
Entertaining  Mr.  Sloane.  Last  performance.  539  Tre- 
mont  St.  8pm.  $13.  Info:  482-6316. 


Boston  □  Metro  Healing  presents  ongoing  healing 
group  for  PWAs  and  all  those  wishing  to  be  of  support. 
Meets  every  Sunday.  Metropolitan  Health  Club  aerobics 
room,  209  Columbus  Ave.  7:30-9:30pm.  Info:  Brian 
267-1154,  Joseph  357-6926. 

8  Monday 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Rap  topic:  “Mother 
transference  in  relationships."  The  Women's  Center,  46 
Pleasant  St.  8-IOpm.  Free.  Info:  354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

Boston  □  Women’s  Rugby  Club  summer  practice 
every  Monday  and  Wednesday,  6-8pm.  No  experience 
necessary.  Info:  Mel  536-4943,  message  932-5401. 

10  Wednesday 

Boston  □  The  National  Coalition  for  Black  Les¬ 
bians  and  Gays  (NCBLG)  calls  an  open  meeting  to 
decide  whether  to  form  a  Boston  chapter  of  NCBLG.  Of¬ 
fice  of  Youth  Business  Initiative,  312  Stuart  St.  7pm.  (See 
News  Note,  p.  2  for  more  info.) 

Boston  □  Women’s  Self-Defense  Classes.  See  8/6 

listing. 

Boston  □  Women’s  Rugby  Club.  See  8/8  listing. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Al-Anon  with  childcare.  The 
Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  6:30-8pm.  Free.  Info: 
354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Partners  of  Incest  Sur¬ 
vivors.  The  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 
8: 1 5-9: 1 5pm.  Free.  Info:  354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

Boston  □  Boston  NOW  Reproductive  Rights  Task 
Force  Meeting.  971  Commonwealth  Ave.  7pm.  Free.  In¬ 
fo:  782-1056. 

Worcester  □  Massachusetts  Dept,  of  Public  Health 
presents  a  performance  of  “AIDS:  It’s  No  Joke,”  aim¬ 
ed  at  inner-city  adolescents.  Downtown  location  TBA. 
Time  TBA  (a.m.).  Info:  727-0368,  727-0049. 

1 1  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN’s  production  night.  All  welcome. 
Proofreading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  &  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info: 
GCN,  426-4469. 


Jamaica  Plain  □  Massachusetts  Dept,  of  Public  Health 
presents  a  performance  of  “AIDS:  It’s  No  Joke,”  aim¬ 
ed  at  inner-city  adolescents.  Bromley  Hall,  Bromley  Heath 
Housing  Project.  7pm.  Info:  727-0368,  727-0049. 


12  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper 
and  meet  new  friends.  5pm  to  1 0pm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near 
Arlington  &  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  426-4469. 


Boston  □  Ongoing  healing  group  for  PWAs  and  all 
those  wishing  to  be  of  support.  Meets  every  Friday.  Santa 
Fe  Hair  Salon,  528  Tremont  St.  7:30-9:30pm.  Info:  Brian 
267-1154,  Joseph  357-6926. 


Provincetown  □  Ten  Percent  Revue  celebrates  its 
500th  performance.  Post  Office  Cabaret,  303  Commercial 
St.  8pm.  Info:  508/487-2879. 


Worcester  □  AIDS  Project  —  Worcester  support 
group  meets  every  Friday  night  for  HIV  positive,  PWA’s, 
PWARC’s,  lovers,  friends,  and  the  worried  well.  Open  to 
all  lesbians  and  gay  men  regardless  of  HIV  status.  51 
Jackson  St.  7-9pm.  Info:  Dana,  508/755-3773. 


Boston  □  “Follywood  Squares”  to  benefit  Bay  State 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Democratic  Club.  Part  of  Club  Cabaret’s 
‘  ‘Summer  Games,  a  Month  of  Benefits. ' '  Moon  Shine,  209 
Columbus  Ave.  8-IOpm.  $4.  Info:  536-0972. 


Cambridge  □  Women’s  Coffeehouse  features 
Women’s  Video  Collection,  a  showing  of  works.  The 
Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8pm-midnight.  Info: 
354-8807  (m/voice). 


13  Saturday 

Boston  □  Living  With  AIDS  Theatre  Project.  See 

8/6  listing. 


Boston  □  Women’s  Self-Defense  Classes.  See  8/6 

listing. 


Boston  □  Gay  Professional  Women  hosts  Annual  Har¬ 
bor  Cruise.  DJ  dancing,  room  for  400  women.  Rowes 
Wharf,  Mass  Bay  Lines.  7:30pm.  $12.  Info:  585-6051  after 
8pm. 


Worcester  □  Worcester  County  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Political  Alliance  Community  Outing/Picnic.  Rutland 
State  Park.  Follow  the  pink  triangles.  12:30pm  on.  Info: 


Boston  □  Gay  Boston,  a  weekly  television  show  with 
host  Candace  Van  Auken,  this  week  features  Ronnie 
Bookman  and  Phoebe  Otis,  duo  performers;  Stuart 
Sheldon,  piano.  BNN-TV,  channels  A3  and  A8.  7:30pm. 

7  Sunday 

Boston  □  Urania,  Boston  area  S/M  support  group  for 
lesbian  and  bisexual  women,  has  an  afternoon  picnic.  Info: 
395-4849. 

Boston  □  Lesbian  Lawyers  and  Legal  Workers 

Boston  Harbor  Cruise/lslands  Picnic.  New  members 
welcome.  Info:  Carol  483-3685. 

Boston  □  Boston’s  Other  Voice  special  guest 
chiropractor  Tom  O’Connor  discusses  his  book,  “Living 
With  AIDS,  Reaching  Out."  With  host  Peter  Stickel. 
WROR  98.5FM.  1 1 :30pm. 


Boston  □  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Planning 
Committee  meets.  New  members  welcome.  7pm.  Info: 
232-1716. 

Boston  □  Quilting  Bee.  If  someone  you  know  has  died 
of  AIDS,  his  or  her  name  belongs  in  the  NAMES  Project 
Quilt.  It  is  not  too  late  to  make  a  panel  to  be  added  to  the 
quilt  prior  to  its  display  in  Washington  this  October.  Arl¬ 
ington  St.  Church,  Boylston  St.  entrance.  6-9pm.  Info: 
451-9003. 

Provincetown  □  Starting  today,  Kate  Clinton  appears 
at  Post  Office  Cafe,  303  Commercial  St.  Daily  through 
8/31.  5pm.  Info:  508/487-3892. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbians  Choosing  Children,  with 
childcare.  The  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 
7:30-9:30pm.  Free.  Info:  354-8807  (TTY/voice). 


508/798-3303. 

Boston  □  Gay  Boston,  a  weekly  cable  program  with 
Candace  Van  Auken,  this  week  features  Lea  Deloria  and 
Kelly  Edwards  from  the  musical  comedy  “Dos  Lesbos." 
Boston  Neighborhood  Network,  channels  A3  and  A8. 
7:30-8pm. 

Boston  □  “The  Dating  Game  for  Men”  to  benefit 
Massachusetts  Gay  and  Lesbian  Political  Caucus.  Part  of 
Club  Cabaret's  “Summer  Games,  a  Month  of  Benefits.” 
Moon  Shine,  209  Columbus  Ave.  8-IOpm.  $4.  Info: 
536-0972. 

14  Sunday 

Boston  □  Bingo,  benefactor  to  be  announced.  Part  of 
Club  Cabaret’s  "Summer  Games,  a  Month  of  Benefits.” 
Moon  Shine,  209  Columbus  Ave.  8-IOpm.  $4.  Info: 
536-0972. 


1 6  T uesday 

Lawrence  □  Massachusetts  Dept,  of  Public  Health 
presents  a  performance  of  “AIDS:  It’s  No  Joke,”  aim¬ 
ed  at  inner-city  adolescents.  Lawrence  Housing  Authority 
Projects.  Time  TBA  (a.m.  &  p.m.).  Info:  727-0368, 
727-0049. 

CALENDAR  COMPILED  BY 
TODD  HOLLISTER 


Jamaica  Plain  □  Boston  Committee  to  Free  Sharon 
Kowalski  potluck  picnic.  In  celebration  of  Sharon's 
32nd  birthday.  Gather  at  the  main  entrance  of  the  Arnold 
Arboretum  at  2pm. 


Boston  □  “Community  Feud"  to  benefit  Boston 
NOW.  Part  of  Club  Cabaret’s  "Summer  Games,  a  Month 
of  Benefits."  Moon  Shine,  209  Columbus  Ave.  8-IOpm. 
$4.  Info:  536-0972. 


Boston  □  Downtown  Lesbian  Neighborhood  Group 
meets  for  brunch.  All  lesbians  living  in  Back  Bay,  South 
End,  and  Downtown  Boston  are  invited.  Info:  Joan, 
266-5169. 


Martha  Swope  Associates/Carol  Rosegg 


A  demonstration  against  District  Attorney  Garrett  Byrne,  prosecutor  in  the  Revere  sex  case,  Boston,  April 
27,  1978 

1978  revisited 

Boston  looks  back  at  the  year  of  Anita  Bryant's  visit,  the 
year  of  the  gay  male  witchhunt,  and  the  legacy  of  the  “good 

gays,  bad  gays"  split 


“The  spirit  of  Salem  once  again  arises  in 
Massachusetts.” 

—  Gore  Vidal,  1978 


By  Elizabeth  Pincus 

BOSTON  —  By  the  time  Anita  Bryant  ar¬ 
rived  in  Boston  in  September  1978  to  per¬ 
form  at  a  “pro-family”  rally,  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  had  mobilized  a  scrappy  resistance 
movement  to  counter  a  growing  wave  of 
anti-gay  hysteria.  In  the  wake  of  that  intense 
year  of  struggle  by  gay  liberationists,  a  new 
legal  organization  was  formed  to  assist  gay 
men  and  lesbians  who  were  victims  of  in¬ 
justice.  Dubbed  Gay  and  Lesbian  Ad¬ 
vocates  and  Defenders,  or  GLAD,  the 
group  is  now  celebrating  its  tenth  anniver¬ 
sary.  Marking  a  decade  of  queer  legal  ad¬ 
vocacy,  GLAD  held  a  community  forum  on 
June  29  to  revisit  the  struggles  of  1978  and 
examine  their  relevance  to  today’s  les- 
bian/gay  movement. 

Looking  back  —  glimpses  of  recent  gay 
history  in  Boston 

Right-wing  backlash  against  an  increas¬ 
ingly  organized  gay  movement  since  the 
winter  of  1977  had,  by  the  next  year, 
resulted  in  sweeping  arrests  of  gay  men  for 
so-called  “sex  crimes.”  Politicians  were 
hopping  on  anti-gay,  anti-porn  bandwagons 
and  the  mainstream  media  took  the  momen¬ 
tum  and  ran  with  it:  charges  that  a  vast  inter¬ 
state  network  of  gay  men  was  trafficking  in 
youth,  drugs,  pornography  and  prostitution 
lead  to  the  atmosphere  of  a  witch  hunt. 

Meanwhile,  the  Boston/Boise  Committee 
—  named  to  draw  connections  with  a  similar 
resistance  movement  in  Idaho  in  the  ’50s  — 
banded  together  to  fight  the  rising  tide  of 
homophobia.  Boston/Boise  members  pro¬ 
tested  the  arrests  of  24  men  in  a  “Revere  sex 
ring,”  demonstrated  outside  the  Boston 
Public  Library  when  over  100  men  were  ar¬ 
rested  for  homosexual  acts  and,  in  late  sum¬ 
mer,  joined  with  other  pro-gay  activists  and 
feminists  to  form  the  September  One  Coali¬ 
tion.  The  ad  hoc  coalition  came  together  to 
protest  Bryant’s  planned  appearance  in 
Boston  on  September  1.  Bryant,  notorious 
for  launching  the  repeal  of  a  gay  rights 
amendment  to  the  Dade  County,  Florida 


human  rights  ordinance,  was  due  to  sing  at  a 
“pro-life,  pro-family”  fundraiser  for  state 
Senate  candidate  Howard  Phillips. 

But  Bryant  was  daunted  by  the  combined 
forces  of  the  September  One  Coalition. 
Unable  to  sell  enough  tickets  to  finance  her 
show,  Bryant  was  forced  to  cancel,  whereas 
nearly  2000  demonstrators  turned  out  in 
Copley  Square  to  show  support  for  gay 
rights,  women’s  reproductive  rights,  hous¬ 
ing  and  employment  rights,  and  full  equality 
for  all. 

A  seeming  victory  for  the  forces  of  gay 
rights,  the  September  One  action  also  fueled 
some  dissent  among  activists:  those  who 
sought  respectability  and  mainstream  accep¬ 
tance  became  embroiled  in  conflict  with 
those  who  were  perceived  as  more 
“radical.”  (This  fall-out  became  billed  as  a 


split  between  the  “good  gays”  and  the  “bad 
gays.”)  Others  criticized  the  revitalized  gay 
movement  for  failing  to  offer  more  than  lip 
service  to  women  and  people  of  color.  Some 
contention  also  arose  between  feminists  and 
others  concerned  about  child  abuse,  and  gay 
men  and  their  supporters  who  wished  to 
abolish  all  age-of-consent  laws  concerning 
sex. 

By  year’s  end,  the  formation  of  GLAD 
was  well  underway.  The  flurry  of  activism  in 
Boston  in  1978  also  helped  lead  to  the  foun¬ 
ding  the  following  year  of  the  North 
American  Man/Boy  Love  Association 
(NAMBLA),  an  advocacy  group  for  men 
and  boys  involved  in  inter-generational  rela¬ 
tionships.  The  year’s  struggles  had  brought 
together  fledgling  coalitions  for  combatting 
homophobia,  but  had  also  set  the  stage  for 


new  political  battles  over  pornography  and 
inter-generational  sex. 

Ten  years  later 

About  200  people  —  many  of  them  new  to 
gay  politics  in  the  last  decade  —  turned  out 
for  the  GLAD  anniversary  forum  on  June 
29  to  hear  a  panel  of  speakers  reminisce 
about  their  involvement  in  Boston/Boise 
and  the  September  One  Coalition.  The 
panel,  which  included  GLAD  founding  at¬ 
torney  John  Ward,  represented  a  broad 
spectrum  of  political  perspectives.  Par¬ 
ticipants  spoke  of  connections  between  past 
struggles  and  current  concerns,  notably  the 
AIDS  crisis,  the  feminist  movement,  and 
backlash  against  the  lesbian/gay  communi¬ 
ty.  Overall,  however,  the  event  offered  little 
discussion  of  specific  political  issues,  but 
lots  of  nostalgia,  tale-spinning  and  pithy 
commentary. 

Moderator  Cindy  Rizzo,  current  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  GLAD  board  of  directors,  open¬ 
ed  the  discussion  by  citing  the  “horrendous 
series  of  events”  that  lead  to  GLAD’s  for¬ 
mation.  She  described  1988  as  a  similarly 
crucial  time  which  has  spawned  a  new 
generation  of  lesbian  and  gay  activists. 
“This  is  not  the  time  to  sit  back  and  be  good 
boys  and  girls,  or  ‘good  gays  and  bad,”’ 
Rizzo  said. 

Each  panelist  followed  with  a  brief 
presentation.  Along  with  Ward,  panel 
speakers  were:  Charley  Shively,  a  Fag 
Rag  Collective  member  and  former  partici¬ 
pant  in  Boston/Boise;  Kate  Gyllensvard, 
from  the  September  One  Coalition;  Roberta 
Stone,  who  worked  for  GCN  in  1978;  civil 
rights  attorney  Katherine  Triantifillou;  and 
Ed  Hougen,  who  helped  form  GLAD  and 
now  publishes  the  Guide  to  the  Gay  Nor¬ 
theast.  The  panelists  provided  lively  and 
varied  accounts  of  their  memories  from 
1978  —  and  their  thoughts  about  1988  — 
with  a  focus  on  both  the  splits  and  com¬ 
monalities  in  experience  between  lesbians 
and  gay  men. 

“In  1978,  the  lesbian,  gay  and  women’s 
communities  were  united  as  a  result  of  the 
new  right,”  Gyllensvard  said.  “We  were  all 
viewed  by  the  public,  the  media  and  the  law 
as  having  fringe  behaviors  —  people  into 

Continued  on  page  7 


Boston  Housing  Authority 

The  Boston  Housing  Authority  (BHA)  is  identi¬ 
fying  and  providing  remedies  for  applicants  for 
public  housing  who  have  been  designated  as  disad¬ 
vantaged  by  the  recent  agreement  for  voluntary 
compliance  between  the  BHA  and  the  Department 
of  Housing  and  Urban  Development  (HUD).  The 
BHA  is  attempting  to  contact  minority  applicants 
who  applied  for  housing  at  the  Charlestown,  Old 
Colony  and  Mary  Ellen  McCormack  developments 
and  whose  applications  were  withdrawn  after  Oct. 
1,  1983.  (Minority  applicants  are  defined  in  the 
agreement  as  Hispanics  and  all  non-white  persons 
including  black,  American  Indian,  Asian  and  other 
non-white  persons).  Letters  have  been  mailed  to 
withdrawn,  disadvantaged  applicants  at  their  last 
addresses  on  file  with  the  BHA.  If  you  are  a  minor¬ 
ity  applicant  who  applied  for  housing  at  Charles¬ 
town,  Old  Colony  or  Mary  Ellen  McCormack 
whose  application  was  withdrawn  after  Oct.  1 , 
1983,  and  you  did  not  receive  a  letter  regarding 
your  status  as  a  withdrawn  applicant,  you  should 
contact  the  BHA.  You  might  be  an  applicant  who 
the  BHA  is  trying  to  reach. 


Please  call  the  BHA  at  482-6207  as  soon  as  pos¬ 
sible,  to  find  out  if  your  name  is  on  the  list  of 
withdrawn  applicants  who  are  designated  as 
disadvantaged. 


Equal  Housing  Opportunity 


INSTANT  CONTACT  WITH  OTHER  CALLERS 

1-900-999-HUNK 

1-900-999-MANN 


4Lr„„ 

hu per  min. 

.95  T  min./Discreetly  billed 
to  your  phone  bill. 


* 


